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ace
adj. —kay, Acday

® Meaning
very good, excellent, wonderful, fantastic

e Example

Tell me about the last time you went to a concert.

I went with my friends to see ‘Cats and Dogs’. They
play rock music. The concert lasted for almost two hours
and they played all of their hits. My friends and I agreed
that it was ace!

Topics o
music, hobbies, friends, success, actors, films,
TV, skills, birthdays, ceremonial events, culture,
clothes, computers, education, weddings, family, food
and cooking, games, health and fitness, holidays and
tourism, home, hometown, hotels, ideal home, buildings
and structures, languages, leaning English, money,
news, party, people, possessions, restaurants, shopping,
short course, something dangerous, something exciting,
sport, teachers, telephones, transport, youth culture
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action man
B REEEIIHA

e Meaning
a man who enjoys dangerous/risky activities, such as

rock climbing

o Example
. Tell me about your best friend.
Well, he’s a real action man. He loves rock climbing
and mountaineering. He has climbed several mountains in
China and the USA.

Topics )
something dangerous, something exciting, sport,
hobbies, people, friends, achievement, ambitions,
books, films, TV, health and fitness, job, memorable

experience, news, youth culture



agony aunt
FIRFRIEEFREEHRTEOAN

e Meaning
a person who answers your questions about personal
problems, usually in a newspaper/magazine or on

the Internet

e Example
Apart from news, what can people find in newspapers?
They can find competitions, advertisements and
advice columns. It is becoming increasingly popular to
write to agony aunts at newspapers and magazines. People
usually write about their financial problems and problems

with lovers, friends and family.

Topics

news, media, problems, job, people, friends



airy-fairy
adj. MR IE R ILTF-A%ey, 2Amay

e Meaning
unclear, lacking substance/evidence

e Example

Do you think that there should be restrictions on the
media?

Yes, I do. Sometimes the media, especially news-
papers and magazines, publish stories that are somewhat
airy-fairy. The stories are based on allegations and suspi-
cions rather than on facts. These stories are usually about
famous people and can damage their careers and reputa-
tions. So I think there should be restrictions that prevent
this.

Topics )

news, media, famous people, actors, books,

education, controversial issues, computers
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i
all mod cons
| — RIS e IR
; ® Meaning
a home having all the modern conveniences i
|
}i e Example
r Could you describe your ideal home?
| Well, it would be quite big—four bedrooms, a living
- room, a dining room, a study, a laundry room, a kitchen
x and two bathrooms. Of course, each room would have al/l |
‘ mod cons, as appropriate. There would be a large refrig- ;
erator, a modern cooker and things like a microwave in the L
kitchen. g
TOplCS

home, ideal home, buildings and structures,‘

schools, places of interest
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all over the shop
BEC, EFR

e Meaning

spread everywhere in an untidy or disorganized way

e Example

How would you make places of interest better for
visitors?

Whenever [ visit places of interest, I see lots of waste
paper and plastic bags all over the shop. 1 would put up
signs encouraging people to dispose of their rubbish in the
bins provided. This would make places of interest nicer for

visitors.

Topics :
' places of interest, home, cities and countryside,

environment, problems

&
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as right as rain
REER, RESNHAR

® Meaning

comfortable, well, satisfactory

e Example

How often do you visit a doctor?

I go at least once a year for a check up. Now that I’'m
middle-aged, it’s important. So far, the doctor has told me

that I’m as right as rain each time.

Topics .

health and fitness, ages, bad habits, controver- |

S
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sial issues, education, environment, economy, friends,

R

~ holidays and tourism, job, money, science
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babe §
n. RIUJC (BB AT RFFLERNE LT ) ’g
e Meaning ‘
; a physically attractive person (usually female, but Z
i now also applied to males)
:
| e Example
é Tell me about a famous person who you admire. ‘
I really like Zhang Zi Yi. She’s such a great actress
i and a real babe too! I think a lot of men would like to go |
; out with her on a date.
i

S

(Topics

) famous people, actors, friends, relationships,

people, classmates, clothes, men and women, parties,

)

shopping



