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Confucius (551 B.C. —479 B.C.)
Confucius’ Dog Died

Confucius’ dog died. He asked Zi Gong'"” to bury it.

Confucius said: “It was said people should keep the worn-
out curtain for burying a dead horse. And the worn-out canopy
for a dead dog. I have no canopy . So use’a sheet to prevent the

dog’s head from sinking into the mu

Note:[1] Zi Gong: One of the best students of Confugiﬁs.
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A Fable

Presenting Doves

It was the custom in Handan to caetch doves to present to the
prmce on New Year’s Day, for this pleased hlm so much that he

gave rich rewards.
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Someone asked the prihce the reason for this custom.

“I free the doves at New Year to show my kindness.” he
said.

“Since your subjects know you want doves to set free, they
all set about catching them,”objected the other. “And the result
is that many doves are killed. If you really want to save the
doves, you had better forbid people to catch them. As things
are, you catch them to free them, and your kindness cannot
make up for the damage you do.”

The prince agreed with him.

(Translated by Yang Xianyi & Gladys Yang)
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A Fable

The Bird Killed by Kindness

apital of Lu. The

Marquis of Lu welcomed it and feasted it in the temple hall, or-

A sea-gull alighted in a suburb of:

dering the best music and grandest sacrifices for it. But the bird

remained in a daze, looking quite wretched, not daring to swal-
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days it died

low a morsel of meat or a single cup of wine. And after three

This was entertaining the sea-gull as the Marquis of Lu liked
to be entertained, not as a sea-gull likes to be entertained

(Translated by Yang Xianyi & Gladys Yang)
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Kingfishers

A pomegranate stands in a corner of the courtyard,
With red flowers flourishing like fire in green leaves.
Crowds of kingfishers often fly here together,
Flicking their wings and pluming their feathers.
Looking back they find leaves shining behind,

Where they can always jump here and there.

Accidentally they escape the«(;r v 'fi, of hunter, .
And lucklly they fly to the peaceful courtyard
Entrusting themselves-to the moral man there, S

Who is able to protect their lives forever.




