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My Dream

Author/JiangXiao Wen

More than 10 years ago, Agassi whose hair was still fluttering represented a camera brand. With a racket in his hand, he faced the camera and
said the famous advertising phrase: image is everything.

Image is everything. Perhaps this is true for all dreamers. Most of our dream starts come from some ideas in the eternal picture frames. But my
tennis dream always contains the warm and humid atmosphere of my hometown Chengdu, China.

In 1964, after three years of natural disasters, I was only 14 years old then and practiced tennis in Chengdu Amateur Sports School. Closed in
the school, my tennis world was small and satisfactory. My heaven was just the tennis courts with sand and powder of bricks in the Sports School.
At that time, my initiative coach Zhou Zhaofu told me: “There is an Australian player called Rod Laver who is left-handed, he can play forehand
stroke by both his hands.” In the era of heavy wooden rackets, I only learned backhand slice. Rod Laver that could use two hands became my first
tennis idol, although I didn’t know what he looked like at that time.

Later, I also heard from my coach that the Grand Slam, the most honorable place that all tennis players dream of. Rod Laver had ever achieved
“all Grand Slam”. So I hope that myself would become a professional player and stand on the award platform one day. Of course, this was just a
dream. In fact, in those years in China, this could be only a dream.

I used to think this dream would be shattered, but when I held the camera instead of the racket, I knew that the dream would continue. I'd like
to thank my mother’s gift. 40 years ago she gave me a “Hua Mountain” 135 camera, which changed my perspective and observation to the world.
I"d also like to thank the fate. After the reform and opening-up, my tours extended abroad, but suddenly when I looked back, I discovered that tennis
had always been by my side.

Years later, I stood on the land in Australia for the first time. The hot sunshine in Melbourne Park poured onto the bronze statue of Rod Laver,
looking at the endless stream of people. In his hands there is a wooden racket which is like the one I’ve ever had when I was young. From his eyes
I saw a persistent soul of tennis. At that moment I realized that I could complete the original mission with my camera. Therefore, I began a new Grand
Slam tour with my camera package, as going to the training courts with my tennis bag in my youth. Australian Open is full of enthusiasm and

cordiality, as my hometown Chengdu; Roland Garros’ clay dust always reminds me of the sand and powder in the Sports School; US Open shows

his hospitality to all strangers; and the Wimbledon Championship represents the noble tennis with respect everywhere. Image is everything
spoken by Agassi once in the advertisement of the top professional equipment. In my own way, I completed the mission of my idol: All Grand Slam.

Camera replaced racket, press replaced stroke, my dream of tennis is still filled with vitality during the shots through the lens. Perhaps these

beautiful gestures, distinctive contours and vivid expressions will open more people's dream of tennis it is really a wonderful sport!
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Sunlight Medal

Every January, there is always a kind of force that will be increasingly strong in the cold, leading us to the south across the equator, and finally to Melbourne.
Australian Open in the height of summer.

From 1905 to 1972, the Australian Open was relocated in five cities. In 1972 it was settled in Melbourne Kooyong Lawn Tennis Club. And finally it was moved
to the Park Tennis Centre now in 1988, and in 1996 it was officially changed its name to Melbourne Park Tennis Centre. Located beside the Yarra River, Melbourne
Park is not far from the city centre, covering an area of more than 20 hectares. Melbourne is one of the highest rates of urban greening in the world, and the Melbourne
Park is the treasure of the city.

Melbourne Park Tennis Centre includes five large and medium-sized stadiums with stands. 19 outside match courts and 4 indoor practice courts. The most
important is there are two main stadiums: Rod Laver Arena that can accommodate 15.000 people and Vodafone Arena which can accommodate 10.000 people. Both
of the arenas are equipped with retractable roofs. Such a design can avoid rainwater and the strong sunlight so that to guarantee the TV transmission on schedule.

Australian Open is the youngest Grand Slam among the four. but it is the most open one because of the lack of traditions, as the origins of the Australian continent.
In recent years, due to geopolitical relations, Australian Open makes “the Asia-Pacific Grand Slam” slogans. And the reality is the organization gives more wild cards
to the Asian players., and the audience with yellow skin and black eyes are obviously more than the ones in the other three major venues. Australian Open also has
a good relationship with China. In 2004, Sun Shengnan and Zhan Yongran (China Taipei) won the Australian Open girl’s doubles champion. And in 2006, Zheng Jic

and Yan Zi won the women’s doubles title, which was the first Grand Slam Champion for China.
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