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1. No Home

Tom Barnardo,! a young man,
Dick,2 a poor boy.
Mrs Tames.

Scenet 1

An old building® in London in the year 1866. Barnardo is reading
a book to some poor boys. It is very cold, but there is a hot
fireS in the room. Dick is sitting by the fire.

Barnardo (Putting the book on the table in front of him): That’s
the end of the story. No more work tonight, boys. Put
away your things and go home.

(The boys put away their things and leave the room.)

Boys: Good night, sir. Good night, sir.

Barnardo: Good night, boys Come again tomorrow. (He looks
at Dick. Dick is still sitting by the fire.) Be quick, Dick. It’s
late. What are you waiting for?

Dick (sadly?): 1 want to stay here,

Barnardo: Stay here! Why?

Rick: Please let me stay, sir. I will be good.



Barnardo: But you can’t stay here all night. You must go home
to your mother. Run along quickly.

Dick: I have no mother.

Barnardo: No mother?

Dick: No, sir. 1 have no mother or father.

Barnardo (looking sadly at Dick): Who takes care of you?

Dick: No one! I'm all alone. (He begins to cry.) I have no
home.

Barnardo: Don’t cry, Dick. (He walks over to the boy.) You're
all alone, are you? How old are you, Dick?

Dick: Ten sir.

Barnardo: You’re ten years old, and you have no home! (He
sits on the floor by Dick.) Where did you sleep last night,
Dick?

Dick: I slept by the river.

Barnardo: By the river? Do you always sleep there?

Dick: Oh, no, sir! Sometimes 1 sleep in the street. Sometimes
I sleep on the top® of a house. '

Barnardo: On the top of a house! Isn’t it very cold up there?

Dick: Yes, sir — very cold. Sometimes I can’t sleep because
of the cold. But the top of a house is the best place. I can
hide® from the policemen there!

Barnardo: You're not afraid of the policemen, are you? They
are very kind to children,

Dick: Oh, no, they’re not kind to children! If a policeman finds
me asleep in the street, he is very angry.

Barnardo: Are there many poor boys in London without a home?
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Dick: Yes, sir — lots of boys. There are girls, too.

Barnardo: Do they all sleep in the streets?

Dick: Most of them do, sir. Hundreds of children sleep in the
streets every night.

(Barnardo looks sadly at Dick. Then he gets up and begins to
walk about the room.) '

Barnardo (speaking quietly to himself): Poor boy! He’s only
ten, and he has no one to take care of him — no one to buy
him food or clothes, and no home. And there are hundreds
of children without a home, he says. But is Dick’s story true?
Can I believe his story? (He turns and speaks to Dick.) Can
you show me some of these children, Dick?

Dick: Oh, yes, sir. There are hundreds of them!

Barnardo: Will you show me their hiding-places® tonight?
{Dick does not answer. He is afraid. Barnardo looks at Dick
and thinks.)

Where do you get your food, Dick?

Dick: I find it.

Barnardo: You find it! Where do you find it?

Dick: In the streets. And at the back of the shops.

Barnardo: In the streets! But the food must be dirty!® What
food have you eaten today?

Dick: Some bread. That’s all. I couldn’t find any other food
today. (He begins to cry again.)

Barnardo: Don’t cry, Dick. I will give you something to eat.

Dick (stops crying): Oh, will you, sir? When?

Barnardo: Now. I will take you to my home. I will give you
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some nice hot food. Then we will go out and look for the

children, Will you show me the children’s hiding-places then?

Dick (very pleased): Oh, yes, sir, I will — tonight. (They
leave the building and go to Barnardo’s home.)

Scene 2

Streets in London. The streets are quiet. Most people are in bed.
It is very cold, and there is not much light. Barnardo is carry-
ing a lamp'® to see by. Dick is walking next to him.

Barnardo: Are you happier now? Did you like the nice hot
food?

Dick: Oh, yes, thank you, sir. I liked it very much.

Barnardo: You did eat a lot, didn’t you? (He laughs.) Good
hot food on a cold night. And what a cold night! Will the
children sleep in the streets on a cold night like this?

Dick: Yes. They sleep in the streets every night. Come with
me, sir. I will soon find some of the boys. This way, sir.
(They walk up a dirty street and took for the boys by the light
Jfrom Barnardo’s lamp. T hey find no boys there. So they go
back and look in another street. They look in many streets and
find no boys. Barnardo is not at all pleased.)

Barnardo (speaking quietly to himself): Dick’s story is not true!
The children don’t sleep in the streets!

(They come to a dirty shop at the end of a street.)

Dick: Quiet, sir! We're there now., This is one of their best

hiding-places.
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Barnardo: But where — where are the boys?

Dick: Up there, sir — on top of the shop.

Barnardo (looking up): Up there! It’s very high! How can we
get up there?

Dick: I will show you the way. Come with me, sir.
(They pullt® themselves up a wall and get on to the top of the
shop.) )
Here are the boys, sir. Don’t make a noise. They’re asleep.

(Barnardo looks at the boys by the light from his lamp.)

Barnardo: How many boys are there? One, two, three — six,
seven — ten. Ten poor boys without homes! Oh, and here
is another boy! (He is very unhappy.)*t Poor, poor boys! They
have not eaten much. Their dirty old clothes are full of holes.
The boys are white from the cold. They look ill — very ill.

Dick: There are lots more boys in other places, sir. Shall I show
you another hiding-place?

Barnardo: No — not tonight. I don’t want to see any more
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boys tonight. I'm too sad. We will go home now.
(They leave the boys and begin to walk back to Barnardo's
home.)

(Speaking quietly to himself): Poor poor children! 1 can’t let
them live like this, I must do something to help them. I
must find homes for thése children.

Dick: Oh, will you find a home for me, sir?

Barnardo: Yes. Yes, Dick, I will. You will never sleep in the
streets again. I will find you a home. I know a very nice
woman. Her name is Mrs Tame. She will take care of you.
You will be very happy.

(Dick is very pleased. He looks at Barnardo and laughs hap-
rily.)

Yes — and I will find homes for all the other poor children
in London, too. I will make all the children happy.

Scene 3

Five years later. Barnardo’s Home for Poor Boys in London.
Mrs Tame is living in the house and taking care of the boys, and
Dick is helping her. Barnardo is talking to Mrs Tame.

Barnardo: How are the boys today, Mrs Tame?

Mrs Tame: Oh, very happy. They’re always happy. They’re
running about outside.’® Come and see them.

(They go to window and look at the boys.)

Barnardo (pleased): They’re all laughing. They have a hap-

pier life now. Good food. Good clothes. And beds to sleep
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in. .
Mrs Tame: Yes, they havea good home now. (She thinks.) Six
more boys came to the Home last night.
Barnardo: Six more? That’s good. And ten came in yester-
day. We shall soon have a hundred boys in the Home.
Mrs Tame: Then we shall want another house for the boys!
Barnardo (laughing): Yes — and we have got another house!
I have good news. I have just bought the house next to this
one. So now we have two houses for the boys. (He thinks. )
I want to give the girls a home, too.
(Dick comes into the room.)
Dick: Good morning, sir.
Barnardo: Good morning, Dick. What do you want?



Dick: Three more boys have just come, sir. They all sleep in
the streets. Will you give them a home, sir? Can they stay?

Barnardo: Yes. They can stay. They can stay. Where are
the boys?

Dick: In the waiting-room,® sir. »

Barnardo: Good! I will come and see them. (He gets up.)
Come along, Mrs Tame. Come along, Dick. We will go
and see the new boys. We will soon make them happy.
They will be bappy here.

(They leave the room, laughing.)

Notes .
I. Tom Barnardo [tom bas'na:deul ». 17 - BML(AL)
2. Dick [dik] . (A &)
3. Tame [teim] n. B (AS)
4 Scene [simn] n. (FREI)—1 (Scene 1: &—iz)
5. building ['bildin] n. Ei¥i, 5B
6. fire ['faio] n. $ak
7. sadly fsedli] a. dE3py
8. top [iop] n. THER
9. hide fhaid] (lnd 'hidf; hidden ['hidn?) vi. 5%
10. hiding-place ['haidippleis] 7. $agib
11. dirty ['de:ti] «. Jkfd
12. lamp [leemp] n. 4T
13. pull [pul] vr. 7 (pull themselves up: [fbfjIMe k...)
14. unhappy [an'hepi] a. RHIRE
15. outside ['aut’said] ad. ZE%hiE
16. waiting-room ['weitigrum] n. #f%s, %R



2. Boats in the Streets

Mary,! a youﬁg woman,

Bess,? her sister.

A Policeman.

Mr. Potts,8 the owner of a boat.
Henry,¢ his son. '

A very small town by the sea in England. The town is at the bot-
tom® of very high hills. A river runs down the hills; it goes through
the town and into the sea. It is raining hard, and the river is
very full. It is late, and most people are in bed. Bess is asleep,
but Mary cannot sleep. ,

Mary (thinking): Oh, what a noise! The rain! The rain! Will
it never stop? (She gets out of bed and looks out of the win-
dow. She sees the river and calls to her sister. ) Bess! Bess!...

Bess (sleepy): What’s the matter? Go to sleep.

Mary: Bess! The river has broken its banks. The water is run-
ning into the street. Quick! Come and see!

Bess: What! (She jumps out of bed and runs to the window.) The
street is under water! The water will go into the houses!

Mary: Yes — it will. The people in the houses don’t know.
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They’re in bed. We must tell them.
(Mary and Bess dress quickly and run into the street. They call
to the people in the houses.)

Bess (calling): Get up! Get up! The river has broken its
banks. Get up!

Mary (calling): The water will come into your houses. Get up!
Quickly!
(A Policeman is walking along another street. He hears the
girls and runs to them.)

Policeman: What has happened? What’s the trouble?

Mary: The river has broken its banks. Look! (She shows him
the broken river-bank.)

Policeman: That’s bad — very bad. 'Quick! We must —
(There is a great noise from the hills.)

Bess (looking to the hills): What’s that noise?

Mary: It’s the noise of trees falling, isn’t it? I believe — Yes —
Yes, it is the trees.

Policesnan: You're right.  The river is pulling down the trees on
the hills.

Bess: The water is very strong. More trees are falling. What a
noise!
(The people in many of the houses hear the noise. They look
out of their windows and cry out.)

People: What’s happening? What’s happening?

Policeman (crying out to the people): The river has broken its
banks. The water is running into the street. Dress quickly,
Be ready to leave your houses.
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