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Chaptr 1 A Brnef Introduction to the Unlted Klngdom
and the U.S.

Section 1 Land an;i People

Land and People of the Great Britain

United Kingdom, is a constitutional monarchy (& =B {& B J&)in northwestern
‘Europe, officially the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. Great
Britain is the largest island in the cluster of islands, or archipelago; known as the
British Isles. England is the largest and most ‘populous division of the island of Great
Britain, making up the south and east. Wales is on the west and Scotland is to the
north. Northern Ireland is located in the northeast corner of. Ireland, the second largest
island in the British Isles. The capital of the United Kingdom is the city of London,
situated near the southeastern tip .of England.

People often confuse the names for this country, and frequently make mistakes
in using them. United Kingdom, UK, and Britain are all proper terms for the
entire. nation, although the term Britain is also often used when. talking about the
island of Great Britain. The use of the term Great Britain to refer to the entire
nation is now outdated; the term Great Britain, properly used, refers only to the
island of Great Britain, which does not include Northern Ireland.

The term England should never be used to describe Britain, because England is
only .one part of the island. Tt is always correct to call people from England,
Scotland, or Wales,British, although people from England may also properly be
called English, people from Scotland Scottish, and people from Wales Welsh.

The United Kingdom is a small nation in physical size. At 244,110 sq km (94,
251 sq mi)s the United Kingdom is roughly the size of Oregon(EEHBE KX M) or
Colorado (£ EVHIPRI B L Z M), or twice the size of New York State. It is located
as far north in latitude as Labrador(H i+ 2 2F 1) in North America, but, like the
rest of northern Europe; it is warmed by the Gulf Stream flowing out of the North
Atlantic Ocean.




Chapter 1 A Brief Introduction to the Unlted Kingdom and the U. S.

Despite its relatively small size, Britain is highly populated, with an estimated
population density of 251 persons per sq km (650 per sq i) in 2006. It is highly
developed economically, preeminent (K[ in the arts and sciences, sophisticated
in technology, and highly prosperous and peaceful (3F- # #,% 72 #1). In general,
British subjects(|#|R) belong to one of the more affluent (FEE 1, B ¥4 1) states of
Europe and enjoy a high standard of living compared to the rest of the world.
® Geographical Components

The United Kingdom is bordered on the south by the English Channel, which
separates it from the continent of Europe. It is bordered on the east by the North
Sea, and on the west by the Irish Sea and the Atlantic Ocean. The United
Kingdom’s only land border with another nation is between Northern Ireland and
Ireland. b

England is the largest, most populous, and -wealthiest division of the United
Kingdom. It makes up 130,410 sq km (50,352 sq mi) of the United Kingdom’s total
244,110 sq km (94,251 sq mi). The area of Scotland is 78,790 sq km (30,420 sq
mi), the area of Wales is 20,760 sq km (8,020 sq mi), and the area of Northern
Ireland is 14,160 sq km (5,470 sq mi). This means that. England makes up 53.4
percent of the area of the United Kingdom, Scotland 32. 3 percent, Wales 8. 5
percent, and Northern Ireland 5. 8 percent. )

The island of Great Britain can be .divided into two major natural regions—the
highland zone and the lowland zone. The highland zone is an area ‘of high hills and
mountains in the north and west. The lowland zone in the south and east consists
mostly of rolling plains. The zones are divided by an imaginary line running through
England from the River Exe on the southwest coast to the mouth of the River Tees
on the northeast coast. The lowland zone has a milder climate and better soils for
farming. Historically, most people in Britain have lived in the lowland zone rather
than in the harsher highland zone.

The highland zone contains what is often called rough country, consisting to a .
large extent of rugged hills, mountains, and, .eroded areas frequently broken by
valleys and plains. The highest elevations iri the British Isles are in the highland
zone; the highest point is Ben Nevis at 1,343 m (4,406 ft), located in the Highlands
of Scotland. The highland zone is cooler than the lowland zone, and receives miore
rainfall and less sunlight. In many places farming is imposéible. Even where it is
feasible, the soil is often thin and stony, with a hard rock formation below.
Rainwater often cannot escape readily, so many areas tend to be waterlogged.

Wales, Scotland, and parts of England are located in the highland zone. The

2




£—8 RE.EZENELRR

parts of England in the highland zone include the Pennine Chain of mountains,
extending down into northern England and into the southwestern peninsula. The
Pennine Chain is sometimes called the backbone of England. It is a massive upland
area extending 260 km (160 mi) north to south, starting at the Cheviot Hills on
England’s border with Scotland and ending in the Midlands of central England. It is
made up of several broad, rolling, windswept moorlands separated by deep river
valleys. Many of England’s major industrial areas lie on the flanks of the Pennine
Chain, where there are many coalfields. To the west of the northern Pennines are
the Cumbrian Mountains, a mountainous dome of ancient rocks deeply eroded by
glaciers. This region contains the Lake District, famous for its lakes and scenic
beauty.

The lowland zone, in general, is a great plain with a gentle, undulating surface
and extensive areas of almost-level ground. It receives less rain and more sunshine
than the highland zone and much of the soil in the zone is fertile. Most of the
lowland region is less than 150 m (500 ft) above sea level, and the hills rarely reach
more than 300 m (1,000 ft) above sea level. It has been extensively inhabited,
farmed, and grazed for thousands of years. Most of Britain’s population lives densely
packedsinto the lowland zone, which covers most of England. The metropolis of
London and most of Britain’s large cities are located in the lowland zone.

The flattest lands in the lowland zone are in the east, particularly on the large,
hump-shaped area called East Anglia. The inlet called the. Wash is located off East
Anglia’s northern coast. The Wash was once surrounded by the flat, swampy areas
of the Fenlands, or the Fens, most of which has now been drained. The broad,
rolling Midland Plain is south of the Pennine Chain. Northwest of this plain, on the
western side of the Pennines, is the Lancashire-Cheshire plain. Another plain
extends from the eastern slope of the Pennines to the sea. It is broken in the north

by the Yorkshire Moors, a high wasteland overgrown with coarse plants.
m Climate

The Atlantic Ocean has a significant effect on Britain’s climate. Although the
British Isles are as far north in latitude as Labrador in Canada, they have @ mild
climate: throughout the year. This is due to the -Gulf Stream, a current of warm
water that flows up from the Caribbean(fiil ) H, #) past Britain. Prevailing( /& £ #
B, MATHI) southwesterly: winds moving across this warmer water bring moisture
and moderating temperatures to the British Isles. The surrounding waters moderate
(22 #) temperatures year-round, making the UK warmer in winter and cooler in

summer than other areas at the same latitude. Great Britain’s western coast tends to
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Chapter 1 A Brief Introduction to the United Kingdom and the U. S.

be '‘warmer than the éastern coast, and the southern regions tend to bé warmer than
the northern regions.

Winds blowing off the Atlantic Ocean bring clouds. and large amounts of
moisture to the British Isles. Average annual precipitation (J& T &) is more than
1,000 mm (40 in), varying from the extremes of 5,000 mm (196 in). in the western
Highlands of Scotland to less than 500 mm (20 in) in the driest parts of East Anglia
in England. The western part of Britain receives much more moisture. than the
eastern areas. It rains year-round, and in the winter the rain may change to snow,
particularly in the north. It snows infrequently in the south, and when it does it is
likely to be wet, slushy(JBI7H#), and short-lived, .

The climate has affected settlement and development in Britain for thousands of
years. The mild, wet climate ensured that thick forests rich in game, as well as
rivers and streams abundant with fish, were available to prehistoric hunters and
gatherers. Britain was regarded as a cold, remote, and distant part of the ancient
Roman Empire in the first few centuries A.D. so relatively few Romans were
motivated to move there for trade, administrative, or military reasons. Preindustrial
settlements clustered in southern England, where the climate was milder, the
growing season longer, and the rich soil and steady rainfall produced bountiful
harvests. Successive waves of invaders made the plains of southern England their
primary objective. After the Industrial Revolution began in the 18th century,
populations grew enormously in areas with rich resources beneath the ground,
particularly coal, even though these resources were sometimes located in the colder,

harsher northern regions of England or the western Lowlands of Scotland.
® Ethnic Groups

Britain has a diverse population that includes people with connections to every
continent of the world. The ethnic origins of this population have been complicated
by immigration, intermarriage, and the constant relocation of people in this highly
developed industrial and technological society. Nevertheless, a few particulars about
the historical formation of the population are noteworthy:

Britain’s predominant historical stock is called Anglo-Saxon. Germanic peoples
from Europe—the Angles, the Saxons; 'and the Jutes—arrived in Britain in' massive
numbers between the 5th and 7th centuries A. I, These people-tended to be tall,
blond, and blue-eyed. Their language became the foundation of the basic, short,
everyday words in modern English. These groups invaded and overwhelmed Roman
Britain, choosing to settle on the plains of England because of the mild climate and
good soils. Native Britons fought the. great flood of Germanic. peoples, and many
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Britons who survived fled west to the hill country. These refugees and native Britons
were Celts who had absorbed the earliest peoples on the island, the prehistoric people
known as Ibérians. Celts tended to be shorter than Anglo-Saxons and have rounder
heads. Most had darker hair, but a strikingly high percentage of Celts had red hair.

After the Anglo-Saxon conquest, the Celts remained in Wales, Scotland,
Ireland, and the West Country (the southwestern peninsula-of Britain) , where Celtic
languages are still used to some extent and Celtic culture is still celebrated. This
geographic separation between the Germanic Anglo-Saxons and the Celts has broken
down over the centuries as people have migrated and intermarried.

A substantial number of Scandinavians raided and settled in Great Britain and
Ireland during the 9th century. By then the Anglo-Saxons had established agricultural
and Christian communities, and eventually they succeeded in subduing and integrating
the Scandinavians into their kingdoms. In 1066 the Normans, French-speaking invaders
of Norse origin, conquered England, adding yet another ethnic component. Although
the Normans were the last major group to add their stock to the British population,
waves of other foreigners and refugees have immigrated to Britain for religious,
political, and economic reasons. Protestant French (see Huguenots/ Huguenot n. T k%
WHGE) sought refuge in the 17th ceritury, sailors of African ancestry came in the 18th
century, and Jews from central and eastern Europe immigrated in the late 19th century
and during the 1930s and late 1940s,

Most British people attribute their origins to the early invaders, calling
themselves English, Scottish, Irish, Welsh, or Ulsterites. The Ulsterites are an
ethnically controversial group—some claim they are Scottish and others identify
themselves as Protestant Irish. The remaining share of the population consists of
minorities who arrived, for the most part, in the decades following the end of World
War II in 1945,

‘These minorities—Chinese; Asian Indians, Pakistanis, Africans, and Caribbean
people of African ancestry—came to Britain in substantial numbers after 1945,
Immigration from the South Asian subcontinent (India and Pakistan) stabilized in the
1990s, but immigration from African countries continued to rise, By the late 1990s
more than half of the people in these catégories had been born in the United
Kingdom. These newer ethnic groups tend to live in the more urban and industrial
areas of England, especially in London, Birmingham, and Leeds. In 2004 the right
to work in Britain was opened to people in central Europe and the Baltic countries,
and they began to form the latest group of immigrants.

Although population censuses have been taken in the United Kingdom every decade
5
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since 1801, the 1991 census was the first to include a question on ethnic origin. In the 2001
census just over 92 percent of the population was described as white, Asian Indians made
up 1. 8 percent of the British population; Pakistanis, 1.3 percent; Caribbeans, 1 percent;
Africans, 0.8 percent; Bangladeshis, 0.5 percent; and Chinese, 0.4 percent.

The United Kingdom is generally a prosperous, well-educated, and tolerant
society, and ethnic differences have sparked relatively little violence and hostility.
Local and national government programs exist to seek fairness and justice for ethnic
minorities. Educational programs and the law bolster equal opportunity. The Race
Relations Act of 1976 makes it illegal to discriminate against any person because of
race, color, nationality, or origin, and it is a criminal offense to incite racial hatred.
However, class tensions and racial unrest—especially conflict between white police
forces and nonwhite immigrants—have flared from time to time in, crowded and
impoverished urban neighborhoods. In addition,: high unemployment rates have made
it difficult for immigrants to find jobs. Tensions heightened in July 2005. after four
young British Muslims were implicated in the suicide bombings of three underground
trains and a bus in London. Although the bombings were linked to Britain’s
participation in the U. S.-Iraq War, some politicians sought to-tighten British

immigration policy in the aftermath of the bombings.
Land and People of the United States

The United, States of, America is a federal republic on the continent, of North
America, It has an area of 9,826,630 sq km (3,794,083 sq mi) and is the third
largest country in the world after Russia and Canada. The estimated U, S,
population for the year 2006 is 298,444,220, third in the world behind China and
India. '

The United States consists of 48 contiguous states and the noncontiguous states
of Alaska and Hawaii. In addition, the United States includes a number of outlying
areas, such as the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands of the
United States, which are located on the Caribbean Sea, and the islands of American
Samoa and Guam, located in the Pacific Ocean. The national capital is Washington,
D. C. , located along the banks of the Potomac River between the states of Maryland
and Virginia.

The 50 U..S. states vary widely in size and population. The largest states in area
are Alaska at 1,717,854 sq km (663,267 sq mi), followed by Texas, and California.
The smallest state is Rhode Island, with an area of 4,002 sq km (1,545 sq mi). The
state with the largest populdtion is California (36,132,147, 2005 estimate), followed
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by Texas , and New York. Only 509,294 people (2005 estimate) live on the plateaus
and rugged mountains of Wyoming, the least populous state.

Each state'is subdivided into counties, with the exception of Louisiana, where
comparable political units are called parishes. Within these counties and parishes,
there are commurities that range in size from small villages to towns to cities.
Extensive areas of urban sprawl exist in larger metropolitan areas such as Los
" Angeles, California; Chicago, Illinois; and New York City.

m Geographic Diversity

During the settlement of the nation, immigrants moved westward across the
United States and found a rich and varied natural environment. From the original
coastal colonies, settlers made their way over the Appalachian Mountains beginning
in the 1700s. Beyond the mountains lay the vast rolling territory drainéd by the
Mississippi River and the Great Lakes. There settlers encountered the rich farmlands
of the Ohio Valley, the Mississippi Delta, and the Great Plains. For decades, the
rugged peaks of the Rocky Mountains and the arid landscape of the Southwest
discouraged movement further west. In the mid-1800s, however, spurred by the
discovery of gold in California, determined settlers followed trails through the
mountain passes to reach the West Coast. In the valleys of California .and Oregon,
they found productive agricultural land, and they began harvesting the timber
reserves from the untouched forests of the Pacific Northwest. The purchase of
Alaska in 1867 added a mountainous northern territory rich in natural resources. The
annexation of Hawaii in 1898 gave the United States what would be its only tropical
state. The United States has been blessed with. many natural advantages, such as
climates. favorable for agriculture, extensive internal waterways, and abundant
natural resources.

All four of the world’s most productive agricultural climates are found in the
United States. These climatic regions display a favorable mix of rain and sun as well
as a long growing season, and together, they cover more than a third of the country.
Favorable climates have allowed farmers to produce vast quantities of grain for
human consumption and crops to feed animals. These remarkable climatic areas make
the United States one of the world’s leading agricultural countries.

Another major natural advantage—one that is taken for granted by most
Americans—is that the major river systems (the Mississippi, Missouri, Ohio,
Colorado, and Rio Grande systems) flow south. If these rivers flowed north, as
rivers do in Russian Siberia, ice and frozen soil would block the meltwater, causing

floods that would saturate the land and render it unusable for agriculture. Instead,
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when spring thaws arrive in the interior mountains of the United States, meltwater
flows unimpeded through the river systems to the warm waters of the Gulf of Mexico
or the Gulf of California. This almost uninterrupted {low of water provides ample
supplies for drinking water and for crop irrigation and industrial production.

The United States has many other natural advantages. A wide array of valuable
mineral resources, such as oil, natural gas, iron ore, coal, lead, zinc, phosphate,
silver, and copper, benefits mining and industry. The shallow waters along the
coastline, known as the continental shelf, serve as a rich breeding ground for marine
life, which promotes commercial and sport fishing. The comprehensive network of
rivers also provides transportation routes for bulk cargo and the potential for the

development of hydroelectricity.
m Climate

The United States is a large country, and different types of climates are found in
different parts of the country. Because of its midlatitude location and vast size, the
United States experiences a wide variety of climates. At one extreme are the tropical
islands of Hawaii; at the other, the arctic conditions of northern Alaska. The
majority of Americans live between these two extremes in a group of climatic regions
with unique moisture and temperature patterns.

Geographers have traditionally divided the 48 contiguous United States into’ two
broad patterns of continental climate: the humid East and the arid West. The
dividing line most often used is 100 degrees west longitude, an imaginary north-south
line extending through the Great Plains from Texas to North Dakota.

The humid east receives abundant precipitation throughout the year. Winters in
the northern part are very cold with much snowfall. In the southern part, rainfall is
plentiful; summers are very hot but winters are mild. Because of its bountiful
moisture, the humid east has also traditionally been a very important agricultural
area. Once a land of vast forests, early settlers cleared the land as they moved
westward. In some areas, cleared lands were cultivated, abused, exhausted, and
eroded away. In other areas, vast forests have been replanted, as in the.South,. the
Appalachians, and parts of the Midwest.

A climatic transition zone occurs on either side of the 100 degrees west longitude
line. The eastern woodlands gradually give way to tall grass prairies, which in turn
give way to steppes, where short grasses flourish. Few natural tall grass prairies
exist today on the Plains. Over the past few centuries, farmers cultivated and planted
most of the region with corn or wheat.

In the arid West, precipitation diminishes from east to west and eventually
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reaches the point where it becomes impossible to raise crops without irrigation. Some
desert areas of Arizona, Nevada, and southern California receive less than 125 mm
(5 in) of precipitation annually. The grazing of livestock is.an important agricultural
activity in these areas of mesquite bushes and cacti.

Not all of the West is dry. In fact, one of the wettest areas of: the United States
is located in the Pacific Northwest. On the west-facing slopes of the Cascades and the
Coast Ranges, moisture-laden winds blow from the Pacific Ocean and drop their rain
on the mountain slopes. This type of mountain-induced rainfall is known as
orographicCIIJE #), #1 JE J) precipitation. It occurs when wet air rises along the
slope of a mountain. As the air moves upward into cooler temperature zones, it
expands and cools, releasing the moisture as precipitation. Because of this effect, the
climate of the Northwest is cool and moist, and the land is covered with vast,

coniferous forests.
® Cultural Diversity

The United States is certainly one of the most, diverse countries of the world,
both from a cultural and an environmental perspective. The land that is now the
United States was home to diverse cultures when the first Europeans and Africans
arrived, It was inhabited by a variety of Native American peoples who spoke more
than 300 different languages. The Europeans and Africans added their own varying
cultures to this diversity.

The 13 colonies they founded along the eastern seaboard became the United
States, in the late 18th century. During the following century, the new nation added
huge chunks of territory, and millions of immigrants arrived, mainly from Europe
and especially during the years from 1860 to 1914, A second migration occurred in
the Southwest, where Hispanics pushed northward from Mexico, leaving an
indelible imprint. In addition, slaves were brought from Africa to work on
agricultural estates in the South, where they formed a large percentage of the
population(see Slavery in the United States).

Of those who chose to come to the United States, many saw it as a land of
plenty, and certainly that was true. However, many Americans faced extraordinary
hardships as they adapted to a natural and cultural environment that was sometimes

harsh and demanding.
® From Diversity, a Unified Country

The United States resembles a colorful quilt stitched together from geographic
regions that maintain unique cultural patterns. Life in rural Alabama, for example,

is quite different from life in suburban California or in the highly urbanized

9




