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Abstract

This book is one of the series of monograph entitled Chinese Crops and Their Wild Relatives. It was divided into
introduction and contents. The introduction described the plant species, botany, cytology, agronomic classification, ori-
gin and evolution. The content was subdivided into fifty-one chapters. The first chapter outlines the important position of
vegetable crops in national economy in China, vegetable production and supply in both China and the world, vegetable
species, and characteristics of vegetable germplasm etc., in China. And the chapters from the second to the fifty first
stated the production significance and production status of fifty species of vegetable crops of radish, Chinese cabbage,
musturd, cabbage, cauliflower, tomato, eggplant, pepper, cucumber, wax gourd, pumpkin, water melon, melon, kidney
bean, asparagus bean, ginger, yam, Chinese chive, Walsh onion, onion, spinach, asparagus lettuce, celery, lotus water
bamboo, day lily, bamboo shoot, edible fungi etc., their botanical and biological characteristics, origin, dissemination
and distribution, botanical taxonomy and cultivation classification, self-incompatibility, male sterility, disease and in-
sect pest resistance, stress tolerance in elite and special germplasm and their wild relatives suitable for processing and
other uses. It also introduced cytology, tissue culture, molecular biology, germplasm enhancement and utilization and
the related research.

This book provided scientific, theoretic, novel, practical and perspective information and systematically summa-
rized the experiences and achievements accumulated by our predecessors and simultaneously absorbed biological
progresses made rapidly in recent years. It not only provided rich information on origin, taxonomy, research on various
germplasms but also furnished the information about theoretical foundation and practical experiences for vegetable
germplasm improvement and enhancement. It is a theoretical monograph and also a practical reference book. The book
fits for the scientific workers specialized in the research on vegetable germplasm, genetics and breeding, biotechnology
and also for college teachers and students as reference material.
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