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ABSTRACT

-

In the middle of the Ming Dynasty society, centered
in the beautiful southern area of the Yangtze River
turned up a new cultural community —— the Moun—
tain—Poet Group. It was a special and complicated cul—
tural community which drew a lot of attention in the
centuries—long historical period till Qing Dynasty. They
were lifelong commoners, but they were good at writ—
ing poems. They called themselves mountaineers, but not
as lumberjacks staying in the mountain until they died.
They even more unwilling to give up their wanton
pleasure and happiness in life, but frequently shuttled
between the city and mountains, traveling to the
world's Scenic Spots and enjoying the mountains’® beau—
ty and greatness, accessing to the distinguished artists,
to sponge them for a living. They isolated themselves
in mountains and cities. Some of them were ignorant
and incompetent, and some others were indeed talented
and learned. They sang praise to nature, articulated the
voice of their hearts; meanwhile they flattered the in—
fluential officials with insincere words. As a commoner,
they liked making friends with powerful officials; they
didn’ t work for a living, but enjoying eating, drink—
ing and playing as well-— this is the mountain—poet
community in the Ming and Qing Dynasties, a group
had ever existed in the history of Chinese civilization.




This book discusses the formation of this community in
the Ming and Qing Dynasties from the horizontal and
vertical angle, analyses the reasons for their sponging
the powers of making a living as well as the similari—
ties and differences with the previous hermits, and their
different personalities. The book also interprets the com—
munity ’ s pursuit of poetic life and their contribution to
Chinese culture based on the observation on individual
cases, such as Sun Yiyuan, Xiezhen, Xuwei, Wang
Zhideng, Chen Jiru, Liyu and so on. Those representa—
tives were very much influential. The book demonstrated
the course of their life and their Mind. Since this
-group of people have long been neglected in the history
of Chinese culture, and their special contribution are
rarely known to the succeeding generations, the author
of this book tries to make a restoration of its historical
features, and make a more objective, more historical e—
valuation on them.
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Green hills and clear waters—picturesque scenery of Jiangnan, has difficult
connection with the recluses,also has the very complicated relations. Jiangnan has
become the region where the recluses concentrate to emerge.The recluses were born
here, or emigrate here, or repeatedly appears and disappears, travels for pleasure
here. As a result, Jiangnan has become the collecting and distributing centre,
the supreme headquarters where the mountain crowds fall.
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