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Invitations

< What You Should Learn to Do < What You Should Know About

1. Making an oral invitation: 1. Western invitation culture
Inviting people to an informal activity a. How American and British people greet
Inviting people to formal occasion each other

2. Giving a reply to an oral invitation b. How Chinese people differ in greetings

3. Making a written invitation and giving a 2. Word order in a subordinate clause

reply:
Writing an invitation card or a letter for:
personal invitation / official occasions

| Talking Face to Face

Invitation Cards and Letters

Invitation cards are often used for inviting people. Now let’s read the following
sample cards and practice two short dialogues.

Mr. and Mrs. Wang
request the pleasure of your company
at a dinner party in celebration of Sample 1
their daughter's eighteenth birthday
Saturday, the eighth of March
~ at 8:00 p.m.
74 Salisbury Street, Beeston, Nottingham




~NewW Practical English

Dear Mr. Smith,

You are invited to attend a hike to the
Sample 2 Great Wall on Friday, November 21st. The
coach will leave at 7 o'clock. Your family and
friends are welcome, too.

We would feel honored if you can join us
for the wonderful trip. |

Peter Chang

#a Follow the Samples

1 Inviting Friends to a Party

Wang:  Hello, William. What are you doing tomorrow

evening?
William:  Tomorrow evening? Nothing special, I was

thinking of watching TV.

Wang: Drag yourself away from television for a
change. I'm having a few friends to have
a dinner party tomorrow to celebrate my
daughter’s birthday. How would you like to
join us?

William:  Great. That would be super. Congratulations!

Wang:  Thank you. How about eight o’clock? Is that
OK?
William:  Oh yes, fine. Would it be alright if I brought somebody with me?
Wang:  Yes, of course.
William:  OK. Fine. Do you want me to bring something to drink? Red wine or white?
Wang:  Um, white wine, if you feel you must bring something. But it’s not necessary.
William:  I'll do that. Well, indeed, thank you very much for inviting me.
Wang: My pleasure.
William:  I’ll be along at eight. Looking forward to it.
Wang:  Yeah, see you then.
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2 Declining an Invitation

Chang:
Smith:
Chang:
Smith:
Chang:
Smith:

Chang:
Smith:

Chang:

Are you doing anything special on Friday, Mr. Smith?

Yes, Mr. Johnson and I have promised to call on some friends at the embassy.

Oh, what a pity!

What did you have in mind?

We were thinking of asking you and Mr. Johnson to go to the Great Wall.

I'd love to and I’m sure Mr. Johnson would, too. I wonder if we could make it some other
time if it is convenient?

What about Saturday? But I need to alert you that the coach will leave quite early at 7 o’clock.
I'll ask Mr. Johnson if he has any plans, but I think it’ll be all right. Suppose I give you a
ring this afternoon and let you know.

That would be fine.

g8 ActOut

Here is a group of short dialogues. Follow the examples to make more conversa-
tions with your partner.

l Let’s go swimming today. g ‘
S
Oh, I've no idea yet.

How about going to the
downtown pool?

Task: Suggest going skiing with your friend.

)

Good idea. Where do you want to go?

Okay. That's fine with me.

-~
-~
2 A: What are you doing on Saturday night? 3 A: What are you going to do this weekend,
B: I'm not sure. Why? Jenny? Got any plans?
A: Well, I'm thinking of going to a movie with A B: Want to see a movie? “Crash” is on at the
you this weekend. Marina.
B: Sounds great. A: Yeah, why not? The early show or the late
show?
Task: Invite your friend to go to a concert on Friday ~ B: Let's go to the late show, and we could do
evening. something afterward. Maybe go dancing or

listen to some music.

M Task: Invite your friend to go to the early show of the
movie “My Fair Lady”.

S N s

3
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A 4 A: Would you like to go roller-skating this A 5 A: Well, thank goodness. It’s Friday, Jean?

Saturday afternoon? B: Yes, it was a long week, Ken.
B: Saturday afternoon? I'm afraid | won't A: Say, | was wondering if you would like
~N be able to. I've got to help my parents - to go out to dinner tonight. I'd like to
clean up the yard. » take you somewhere really special.
A: Maybe some other time then. B: Oh, thanks, but ... maybe some other
- B: That would be nice. We should try and -~ time. I've got so much work to do. I'll
de something together soon. be working at the office late tonight.

Task: Decline your friend’s invitation to go dancin i ' A 3
i y g g Task: Decline your friend’s invitation to go out to din-
”~ next Friday afternoon. o

B Refer to the Data Bank in the Workbook for more relevant expressions.

iﬁ Putin Use

1 Imagine you are inviting your friend Bill to a concert tonight, but he hap-
pens to have to finish a term paper. Complete the followmg conversation
with him by filling out the blanks.

You: B
Bill:  I'm not sure. Why?
You: Well,(2) _ifyouwould like to go to a concert with me?
Bill:  Tonight? . But I really have to stay in and
You:  That’s too bad.
Bill:  Itis. Going to a concert sounds like a lot more fun than writing a term paper.
You: Oh,maybe(5) . We should try and do something together soon.
Bill:  (6) . Let's talk about it together later.

You: OK. See you later.

2 Imagine you are a friend of Jennifer’'s. Tomorrow is your birthday. You are
inviting her to come to your birthday party. Fill in the blanks according to
the Chinese version provided.

You:  Jennifer, ? (TR¥A RRLEFTTH A B0 W D7)
Jennifer:  No, nothing special.
You: 7 (RARARRSIOREE B RS, RELKRD? )

Jennifer:  Yes, I'd love to.
You: ? (358 , TRE AP RIFB?)
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Jennifer:  Oh, yes, fine. Do you want me to bring something to drink? Orange juice or lemonade?
You: (O RTR— B H AR, IR E, )

Jennifer:  I'll do that. Thank you very much for inviting me.

3 Imagine you are a friend of Mary’s. You are asking her to go to a movie.
Play your role according to the clues given in the brackets.

You: (J5 34 5 A R IT HH-4) » Mary? Got any plans?
Mary:  Nothing special. Why?
You: Want to see a movie? (s> R EHRE
ZERB CBRRMA o )
Mary:  Yeah, why not? (39 )51 % F3 B RBRID . )

You: Let's go to the early show, and we could do something afterward.
GRS H B H DoHEtE, )

Mary: (BFBESHAE, )

You: [6) (WAL T AR A Fo e AR T )
Mary:  I'llcome to your house to pick you up at six o’clock.

You: (EEm RS, ) See you then.

| Enjoy Living in Liaoning

Discuss and Present: Welcome to Shenyang Beiling Park

Here are two photos of Shenyang Beiling Park. Look at them and answer the questions that
follow. Then have a discussion in groups about Beiling Park with the help of the tips given. In the
end, you invite each other to visit it or some other famous historical sites you know in Liaoning.
After the discussion, some volunteers are welcome to give a presentation of what they know about
Beiling Park.
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What'’s special of Beiling Park?

© o NGO A WN =

Tips for discussion and presentation:

Have you ever been to Beiling Park in Shenyang?
Do you know where Beiling Park is located?

Why do some people like to go to Beiling Park in the morning?

What activities do people like to do in Beiling Park?

Do you know some other famous scenic spots in Liaoning?

Can you name some famous World Cultural Heritage sites in China?

What measures should we take to protect World Cultural Heritage?

May | invite you to visit this World Cultural Heritage site sometime next week?

Useful Sentence Patterns to Help You

Points to Talk About

1. Beiling Park is a World Cultural Heritage site
in Shenyang.

2. Beiling Park is located in the north part of
Shenyang.

3. We can see that Beiling Park is very large, ...

4. Some people go to Beiling Park to do physical
exercises in the morning, because ...

5. There are so many trees in Beiling Park and we
usually feel cool in there, especially in summer.

6. There is a big lake in Beiling Park where
people can boat on it.

7. There are some other World Cultural Heritage
sites in Liaoning. They are ...

8. In our country, we have a lot of famous World
Cultural Heritage sites, such as ... .

9. In order to protect World Cultural Heritage, we
should ....

1. Characteristics for Beiling Park:
very large, rich in pine trees, cool in summer,
having a long history, being one of the World
Cultural Heritage sites in Liaoning

2. Activities people like to do in Beiling Park:

walking, singing, boating, doing physical
exercises, ...

3. Some famous scenic spots in Liaoning:

Shenyang Imperial Palace (skpa#=)
Beiling Park (Shenyang) (demz@=)
Dongling Park (Shenyang) (&Rmz®E)
Yongling Mausoleum (Fushun) (% <)
Horticultural Exposition Garden
(Shenyang ) (skpB E Z -1 E)

Tiger Beach Park (Dalian) (& ms#t2 @)
Qianshan Mountain (Anshan) (Fw)
Water Cave National Park (Benxi)

(AR oKIE)

4. Some famous sites of World Cultural

Heritage in China:

The Great Wall (4=#i&)

Qin Shi Huang Mausoleum (& sp)
Mount Taishan (#&ww)

Mount Huangshan (3&w)

Summer Palace (Eif=E=)

The Forbidden City (demx#=)

Temple of Heaven (XRiz)

Potala Palace (AvikiteE)

Classical Gardens of Suzhou (253t B #k)

5. Some measures to protect World Cultural

Heritage:

setting up policies and laws to ...

raising public awareness about protecting World
Cultural Heritage....
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Being All Ears

¢ Listen and Decode

1 Listen to a dialogue and decode the message by finding the correct choic-
es in the brackets according to what you hear.

HOUVROUBEGUBBROUBEOUBRGOVBRBOVBEELB !’@l!.@‘!’@‘!:

: Mike and Claire are discussing their plans for (today, tomorrow, the day after 5
% tomorrow). Mike suggests going to the (ball room, ball game, ball match), but Claire ;
= doesn’t want to. Then Mike invites Claire to go (skating, skiing, skidding). Claire loves g
% this idea as she hasn’t done it (for a short time, for a few years, for a long time). But ;
z Claire seems to remember that it's supposed to be (very wet, quite cold, very warm) ;
2 tomorrow. In that case, it won’t be a good idea to go skiing. So, they (6] (agree, argue, ar- ;
g range) to wait and see what the weather will be like tomorrow. g

B

CUBHOLBEGUBEGUBROUBEGUENOGUBEOUBROUBROUBEOS
@

(¢ Listen and Respond

2 Listen to the dialogue again and then answer the following questions.

Does Claire have any plans for tomorrow?
What suggestions does Mike make?
How does Claire know it’s supposed to be warm tomorrow?
Does Mike also know about the weather condition tomorrow?
What will Mike do tomorrow morning?

g B W N =

¢ Listen and Read

3 Now listen to something more challenging — a passage with some blanks for
you to fill in. The words in the brackets will give you some hints. A glance be-
forehand at the word list provided below will be of some help to you.

New Words and Expressions

il VL A )

.
presence / 'prezans / n. I, EP

cocktail / 'kokteil / n. X RS



