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| wept when | was born, and every day shows why.
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Jack London (1876 —1916) is considered by many to be America’s finest author. He
was born in San Francisco of an unmarried mother of wealthy background, Flora Wellman.
Because Flora was ill, Jack was raised through i1 {2ncy by an ex-slave, Virginia Prentiss,
who would remain a major maternal  figure while the boy grew up.

Jack had little formal schooling. Initially, he attended school only through the 8th grade,
although he was an 2vid  reader, educating himself at public libraries.

In later years (mid-1890s), Jack returned to high school in Oakland and graduated. He
eventually gained «dmittance  to U.C. Berkeley, but stayed only for six months, finding it
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to be “not alive enough” and a “passionless pursuit  of passionless intelligence”.

Jack’s extensive life experiences included: being a laborer factory worker, oyster
pirate on the San Francisco Bay, member of the California Fish Patrol, sailor, railroad hobo,
and gold prospecior . He studied other writers and began to submit  stories, jokes, and

poems to various publications mostly without success.
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Linfancy ['mfansi] n. 4h4E 2.maternal [ma'te:nl] adj. BEEMI, UEEFEM, RHER
3.avid ['eevid] adj. W 4.admittance [ed'mitens] n. A, HEA

S.pursuit [pa'sju:t] ». &I 6.1aborer ['lerbare] n. #zh#, HT

7.prospector [pro'spekta(r)] n. H#hE, FiE
8.submit [seb'mit] vr. $#3F, A 9.publication [pabirkerfan] . A4
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No man has ever loved to sail more than Jack London. Even as a very young boy,
Y fishing with his stepfather in small boats, his head would fill with visions of tropical
islands and faraway places. As he grew up, he occasionally  rented boats with money
earned from his many part-time jobs. At fifteen, Jack bought a sloop "', in order to escape
the life of the “work beast”. He became an illegal oyster pirate, and before long, had earned
the title of “Prince of the Oyster Pirates”; he made more money in one week than he was
able to earn in his first full year as a professional writer. Realizing that the life of an oyster
pirate frequently ended in prison or death, he reformed  and became a California Fish
Patrol deputy.

He insisted on writing, which were then warmly welcomed and he became rich and
famous before he was thirty. He was also among the first writers to work with the movie
industry, and saw a number of his novels made into films. His novel The Sea- Wolf became
the basis for the first full-length American movie. He became the personification  for his
readers of many of the virtues and ideals of a turn-of-the-century Western American man

and was the country’s first successful working class writer.
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10.tropical ['topikl] adj. #i 11.occasionally [o'ke1zenali] adv. BYAES, f&ifi
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I ' was born in the working-class. Early I discovered cnthusiasm ¢ , ambition, and ideals;
and to satisfy these became the problem of my child-life. My environment was crude
and rough and raw. I had no outlook, but an uplook rather. My place in society was at the
bottom. Here life offered nothing but sordidness " and wretchedness ' , both of the flesh
and the spirit; for here flesh and spirit were alike starved and tormcnied

But the life that was in me demanded more than a meagre " existence of scraping:
and scrimping A Also, at ten years of age, I became a newsboy on the streets of a city,
and found myself with a changed uplook. All about me were still the same sordidness and
wretchedness, and up above me was still the same paradise waiting to be gained; but the
ladder whereby " to climb was a different one. It was now the ladder of business. The
business ladder was the ladder for me, and I had a vision of myself becoming a baldheaded
and successful merchant prince.

Alas for visions! When I was sixteen, I had already earned the title of “prince.” But
this title was given to me by a gang of cut-throats and thieves, by whom I was called “The
Prince of the Oyster Pirates”. And at that time I had climbed the first rung " of the business
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15.enthusiasm [1n'Oju:zicezam] n. FE#, Hudy 16.crude [kru:d] adj. HKERT, #HHH, HEH
17.sordidness ['so:did,n1s] ». [l fiE 18.wretchedness ['ret[1d.n1s] n. A4, Eis
19.torment ['to:ment] v. #7#5 20.meagre ['mi:ga(r)] adj. 1, #HIHH
21.scraping ['skre1pin] adj. % ¥ 22.scrimping ['skrimpi] adj. A~ 2 [

23.whereby [(h)wea'bai] adv. $EAt 4, i 24 baldheaded ['bo:ld'hed1d] adj. 753k 1

25.Alas [a la: s] int. ﬂ% 26.rung [n\l)] n. FERY




ladder. I was a capitalist. I owned a boat and a complete oyster-pirating outfit. I had begun
to exploit & my fellow-creatures.

This one rung was the height I climbed up the business ladder. One night I went on a
raid amongst the Chinese fishermen. But my crew that night was one of those inc{ficients
against whom the capitalist is wont to fulminate M, because, forsooth ‘M, such inefficients
increase expenses and reduce dividends . My crew did both. What of his carelessness he
set fire to the big mainsail - “and totally destroyed it. There weren’t any dividends that night,
and the Chinese fishermen were richer by the nets and ropes we did not get. I was bankrupt,
unable just then to pay sixty-five dollars for a new mainsail. I left my boat at anchor and
went off on a bay-pirate boat on a raid ‘l)up the Sacramento River. While away on this trip,
another gang of bay pirates raided my boat. They stole everything, even the anchors; and
later on, when I recovered the drifting hulk , I sold it for twenty dollars. I had slipped
back the one rung I had climbed, and never again did I attempt the business ladder.

From then on I was mercilessly exploited by other capitalists. I was a sailor before the
mast, a longshoreman "\"), a roustabout; I worked in canneries, and factories, and laundries;

I mowed ' lawns, and cleaned carpets, and washed windows. And I never got the full
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product of my toil.

But I did not resent this. It was all in the game. They were the strong. Very well, I
was strong. I would carve my way to a place amongst them and make money out of the
muscles of other men. I was not afraid of work. I loved hard-work. I would pitch in " and

work harder than ever and eventually become a pillar of society.

JIGs[e)

And just then, as luck would have it, I found an employer that was of the same mind.

I was willing to work, and he was more than willing that I should work. I thought I was
learning a trade. In reality, I had displaced two men. I thought he was making an electrician
out of me; as a matter of fact, he was making fifty dollars per month out of me. The two
men I had displaced had received forty dollars each per month; I was doing the work of
both for thirty dollars per month.

This employer worked me nearly to death. A man may love oysters, but too many
oysters will disincline him toward that particular diet. And so with me. Too much work
sickened me. I did not wish ever to see work again. I flcd  from work. I became a tramp 2
begging my way from door to door, wandering over the United States and sweating bloody

. 41) .
sweats in slums , and prisons.
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27.exploit [1ks'plort] ve. ¥ 28.inefficient [anr'fif ant] adj. ZARARHT, BEEH
29.fulminate [falmrnert] ve. #%, LI 5 30.forsooth [fo'su:8] adv. #isE, M, K

31. dividend ['dividend] n. ZLF) 32.mainsail [merserl] n. £

33.raid [rerd] n. il 34.hulk [halk] n. MY

35.longshoreman ['lonfo:men] n. # 0 TA 36.mow [mau] v. X, Pk, WHEIER

37.resent [ri'zent] v. iR, B4R 38.pitchin v. BHEA

39.flee [fli:]v. Mok, W@, ik 40.tramp [traemp] n. IR
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I had been born in the working-class, and I was now, at the age of eighteen, beneath

the point at which I had started. I was down in the cellar of society, down in the
J subterrancan g , depths of misery about which it is neither nice nor proper to speak. I was
| in the pit, the abyss, the human cesspool 'm, the shambles and the charnel-house of our
civilization. This is the part of the cdifice A society that society chooses to ignore. Lack
of space compels me here to ignore it, and I shall say only that the things I there saw gave
me a terrible scare.
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42 subterranean [sAbta'reinian] adj. i F 1)
43.cesspool ['sespulln. V5/Kb5, L3, HHHHT
44 edifice ['edifis] n. K, KEFAY
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| have but one lamp by which my feet are guided, and that is the
lamp of experience. | know no way of judging of the future but by the
past.
RFEZ-FTRIESIBEITNER, BRIMEBLT. RTRANENRA,
BERREOLHIETRREETTE.
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Edward Gibbon was born in Putney in South London into a prosperous ) family. His
father was a wealthy Tory member of Parliament who went into scclusion " and left his
son to the care of an aunt. Gibbon was a sickly child and his education at Westminster and
at Magdalen College, Oxford, was irregular. According to Gibbon's own explanation he
was too bashful to spend his time in taverns, but his studies ended anyway after one year:
he was cxpclled  for turning to Roman Catholicism. In 1753 Gibbon was sent by his
father to Lausanne, Switzerland. He boarded with a Calvinist pastor and scholar, who was
very demanding in his teaching. In Lausanne he fell in love with Suzanne Curchod, who
eventually married Jacques Necker, a banker. Their relationship was ended by his father,
and Gibbon remained unmarried for the rest of his life. Suzanne became the mother of the

famous writer and early champion of women's rights, Madame de Stagl.
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1.prosperous ['prosperes] adj. 3 2.seclusion [sr'klu:zen] 7. f@ &S
3.expel [1ks'pel] v. 3KZ, FFBR, HEH, K&t
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When I coniemplaic the common lot of morality, I must acknowledge that I have
drawn a high prize in the lottery life. The far greater part of the globe is overspread with
barbarism  or slavery; in the civilized world the most numerous class is condemned to
ignorance and poverty; and the double fortune of my birth in a free and enlightened country,
in an honorable and wealthy family, is the lucky chance of a unit against millions. The
general probability is about three to one that a new-born infant will not live to complete his
fiftieth year. I have now passed that age, and may fairly c.;limzatc " the present value of my
existence in the three-fold division of mind, body, and estate.

1. The first and indispensable rcquisiic " of happiness is a clear conscience, unsullied
by the reproach or remembrance of any unworthy action.

—Hic murus aheneus esto,

Nil conscire sibe, nulla pallescere culpa.
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4.contemplate['kontemplext] v. £&31, Y& 5.barbarism ['ba:berizem] n. Bf2R, KIFik, R
6.estimate['estimert] v. fiit, ffifh, P 7. requisite ['rekwizit] n. 2
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