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I'V Programs

Preview

This unit integrates various useful expressions and authentic talks about TV programs.

Objectives

After studying this unit, the students are expected to:

1. know the basic words and expressions about TV programs;

2. understand conversations and short talks about different kinds of TV programs;
3. be able to make brief comments on the TV programs that they have watched.

Parrt A Language Focus

Notes
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Purpose

This part aims to familiarize the students with conversations that can be heard in our daily life about TV
programs.

Detailed Plan

Study the new words and expressions in Word Bank .
Do the required exercises.
Check the answers.

i L

Listen to the conversations again. Pay special attention to the parts you didn’t understand or
misunderstood. You may refer to the script if necessary.

Short Conversations

Listening Script

Directions: You will hear 6 conversations about TV programs. Listen to them and answer the following
questions by choosing the right options.

1. Woman: I'd like to have a good rest at home this weekend, watching TV most of the time
probably. What kind of shows would you recommend?
Man: Well, we usually watch a lot of TV on Monday night because that’s when Friends ,
Growing Pains and a lot of those shows are on.
Question: What kind of shows does the man recommend?

2. Man: I’'m just looking forward to watching the astronomers on PBS. I saw that in the TV Guide.

2
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Woman: It looks like it would be a good series.

Man. Well the first episode will start this evening and I have to go home early because I don’t
want to miss it.

Question: Why does the man want to go home early?

3. Man. Do you watch sports on TV? Are you a sports fan?
Woman:  Yes, but I generally prefer seeing a game on TV rather than fight the crowds at the
stadium. I don’t sit down for the big games, the Super Bowl and the championship.
Question: What do you know about the woman’s interest in sports?

4. Man; Since I got out of college, which was about five years ago, my TV viewing has started to
tend more towards documentary and news programs, things like that, something that’s
going to keep me up to date. I’ve kind of gotten away from being a series watcher.

Woman: Oh yeah, I think when you’re in college you kind of have a more regular schedule, so you
can watch every week.
Question: In the woman’s opinion, why has the man stopped watching TV series?

5. Woman: It’s really tough to find something that’s going to be good and interesting for the kids
nowadays.

Man: Yes, you are absolutely right. When we were young, we just had Sesame Street and that
was about it you know. The kids today like to watch cartoons and stuff but it’s just one of
those things that drive you crazy.

Question: What is the man’s comment on the TV shows that children watch today?

6. Woman: Our cable TV has a comedy channel now. What a pity that you’re still in a situation where
you’re watching mostly commercials.

Man. Yes, I have to be very patient trying to pass the time to wait till the next comedian comes
up. There was a time you know when I would tape things and then I'd fast forward
through the commercials and save a lot of time that way.

Question: Why did the man tape the TV shows?

Key
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Notes

1 Frwnds . . . o

. Frzends 1s a s1tuat1on comedy about a group of SIX fnends hvmg in New Yon:k Cxty It: v _gs .

orlgmally broadcast from 1994 to 2004 P ' ; 3 4

4 Gmwmg Pains . - ‘ e
. Growmg Pams was a sncom ongmally alred on ABC fmm September 1985 to Apnl 1992 It, .
went through seven very successful seasons w1th a total of 166 episodes. The 81mom was about 4.
farmly of flve, the Seavers, who lived on Long Island, New York.
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Longer Conversations

Conversation One

Listening Script

Directions: You will hear a conversation between two speakers. Listen to the conversation twice and
answer the questions by choosing the right options.

Woman: I hardly watch any television at all with my other activities between my family and my
business, et cetera, et cetera. I just don’t have any, uh, hardly any time to sit down and
watch the news. Now I do watch the Discovery Channel and some documentaries on Channel
Thirteen but aside from that I pretty well, uh, turn it off.

Man: Oh I'm sort of a, well, I'm different from that. I'm sort of a movie buff. I go to a couple of
movies a week. A lot of times I will go out and take a lunch hour and, then, go to a movie
and just come back to my office. I'm pretty much of a junk movie watcher by myself. If I
take my wife, then we see something a little nicer you know.

Questions:;

1. What can be known about the woman from the conversation?
2. What are the two channels that the woman likes to watch?

3. What does the man often do after his lunch hour?

Key
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Conversation Two

Listening Script

Directions: You will hear a conversation between two'speakers. Listen to the conversation twice and

Man:
Woman ;
Man.
Woman;
Man:

Woman;
Man;.
Woman:

Questions;

What is the woman’s favorite TV show?

Why does the woman like that TV show?

Why doesn’t the man watch that TV show?

Why can’t the man get to watch Wonder Years very much these days?

OT SN G0 (ol =

X

ey

S

write your answers to the questions in the space provided below.

Well, so what is your favorite TV show?

Uh, Major Dad .

Oh, you like that one.

I love it. I think it promotes good family values and it’s funny.

Um-hum I’ve never really watched that one you know. It’s funny how you can just get in a
mode where you only watch certain shows. I like shows like Growing Pains and, uh, what’s
the other one now they moved from Tuesday night to Wednesday night so I don’t get to
watch it very much?

Wonder Years.

Wonder Years, yeah, that’s my favorite.

I like both of those very much, too.

What can be known about the woman so far as TV watching is concerned?

Major Dad .

Because it promotes good family values and it’s funny.

Because he thinks there are many other good TV shows.

Because the show has been moved from Tuesday night to Wednesday night.
She likes quite a lot of TV shows.

5
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"Part C Talks from Radio/TV Programs

Purpose

This part consists of exercises based on talks excerpted from radio/TV programs. The students are
expected to understand such talks and get the necessary information from them.

Detailed Plan

Study the new words and expressions in Word Bank .
Do the exercises based on Excerpt One and Excerpt Two.
Check the answers.

L L

Listen to the short talks again. Pay special attention to the parts you didn’t understand or
misunderstood. You may refer to the script if necessary.

Excerpt One

Listening Script

Directions: You will hear a short talk from a TV program. Listen to it twice and decide whether the
following statements are true (T) or false (F) according to the short talk.

Good evening, what a special night tonight. In September of 1985, all but 20 years ago. the hit
sitcom Growing Pains debuted on ABC. That was the first of 166 episodes that would air before the show

6
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