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[Abstract] A nation-state’s general image of the
world order, along with its dynamic image gap, is an im-
portant perspective from which we can judge this
country’s attitude toward and relationship with the world
order. The nature, extent, and changing tendency of the
image gap toward the world order could be defined by ex-
amining a country’s participations in, benefits from, and
impacts on the world order during a historical period of
time. Based on this approach, we can argue that, in gen-
eral, China’s changing image gap toward the world order
tends to be increasingly more reconcilable in nature, lower
in extent, and narrower in tendency. Since its foundation
in 1949, China has accordingly transformed from the
world order’s antagonist and revolutionist to a critic and
advantage-taker, and further to today’s proactive support-
er and shaper. In terms of its relationship with the world
order, China is thus no more a revisionist state today, but

rather a quasi status quo power.
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