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PART ONE

A PREVIEW OF READING SKILLS

At the stage of postgraduate study for the non-English major
students, efficient reading has become more and more significant
to the students. However, what kind of reading can be célled effi-
cient? And how to achieve efficient reading? The so-called effi-
cient reading is to read with speed and with comprehension. This
goal can be achieved by skillful and extensive reading. Therefore,
besides reading abundantly and extensively, to read with skills is
of the utmost importance in achieving efficient reading. The follow-

ing is a general preview of some of the important reading skills.

1. Reading for Main Idea

The main idea or the topic of a reading (either a paragraph or
a complete composition )is the most important message which is pre-
sent from the beginning to the end of a reading. In a paragraph,
the main idea is usually stated in one sentence—the topic sentence,
which often oécurs at the beginning or the end of the paragraph.
Sometimes it appears in the middle, and sometimes just implied.
The other sentences of the paragraph serve to support, or develop
the main idea of that paragraph. Consequently, to identify main
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idea is essential to comprehension and speed, because once you
know the main idea everything that follows seems to click into

place.

Read the following three paragraphs to see the different positions
the topic senlence appears.

Paragraph One

Everything that can be saud about prose fiction, in general applies to
science fiction. Every piece of science fiction, whether short story
or novel, must have a narrator, a story, a plot, a setting, charac-
ters, language, and theme. And like any prose, the themes of sci-
ence fiction are concerned with interpreting man’s nature and expe-
rience in relation, to thé world around him. Themes in science fic-
tion are constructed and presented in exactly the same ;avays that
themes are dealt with in any other kind of fiction. They are the re-
sult of a particular combination of narrator, story, plot, charac-
ter, setting, and language. In short, the reasons for reading and
enjoying science fiction, and the ways of studying and analyzing
it, are basically the same as they would be for any other story or

novel.

Paragraph Two

Every piece of science fiction, whether short story or novel,
must have a narrator, a story, a plot, a setting, characters, lan-
guage, and theme. And, like any prose, the themes of science fic-
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tion are concerned with interpreting man’s nature and experience
in relation to the world around him. Themes in science ficﬁon are
constructed and presented in exactly the same ways that themes are
dealt with in any other kind of fiction. They are the result of a par-
ticular combination of narrator, story, plot, character, setting,
and language. In short, everything that can be sail about prose fiction ,
in general applies to science fiction. k

Paragraph Three

Every piece of science fiction, whether short story ot novel,
“must have a narrator, a story, a plot, a setting, characters, lan-
guage, and theme. And like any other prose, the themes of sci-
ence fiction are concerned with interpreting man’s nature and expe-
rience in relation to the world around him. In short, everything that
can be suid about prose fzbtim‘z, in general applies to science fiction.
Themes in science fiction are constructed and présented in exactly
the same ways tl';at themes are dealt with in any other kind of fic-
tion. They are the result of a particular combination of narrator,

story, plot, character, setting, and language.

. Guessing Unkno From Context

You have to come across some unfamiliar words when read-
ing. Some sgudents are accustomed to the way of stopping and con-
sulting the dictionaries whenever an unknown word occurs, which
has become a hindrance to the improvement of reading, let alone
efficient reading. The best way to solve this problem is to continue
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reading, to try to guess the word from its context, the words pre-

ceding or following the item you do not know.

Read the following paragraph and the question after # as an

example.

1. Some students want to live with other similar people. If they
are ‘women, they join a club called a sorority. The sorority
buys or rents a house where they live, eat, and give parties.
(1) A sorority is ‘

a)a club where' women students live.
b) a fraternity.
¢) a dormitory.
d) an ideal society.
It i's easy to answer this quéstion because these words such as
“students, women, club” give us very clear hints what sorority .

means.
3. Skimming And Scanning _

The common point of these skills is to read with speed ; the dif-
ference of the two is in that the former’s end is to find the rﬁain
idea, while the latter’s purpose is to locate specific information.
Skimming is very useful for a student to evaluate a text to deter-
mine its relevance and whether or not it should be read carefully.
When a student’s goal is to find the answer to certain questions in
a reading, without having to read every word, sentence and para-
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graph, scanning assumes its importance. 'The integration of these
two skills will make your reading much more efficient. Remember
two points; (1) Time is of the essence here; (2) Comprehension is
better when you read a reading several times faster than you read

it once slowly.

Read the f dlzwing passage , by using these two skills, to answer
the questions that follow.

Traditionally, the study of history has had fixed boundaries
and focal points—periods, centuries, dramatic events, and great
leaders. It also has had clear and firm notions of scholarly proce-
dure ;how one inquires into a historical problem, how one presents
and documents one’s findings, what constitutes admissible and ade-
' quate proof. ‘

Anyone Who has followed recent historical tliterature can testi-
fy'to the revolution that is taking place in historical studies. The
currently fashionable subjects come directly from the sociology cat-
alog: childhood, work, leisure. The new subjects are accompanied
by new methods. Where histoiy once was primarily narrative, it
is now entirely analytic. The old question “What happened?” and
“How did it happen?” have given way to the question “why did it
happen?” Prominent among the methods used to answer the ques-
tion “Why” is psychoanalysis, and its use has given rise to psy-
chohistory.

Psychohiistory does rot merely use psychological explanations

e 5



in historical contexts. Historians have always used such explana-
tions when they were appropriate and when there was sufficient ev-
idence for them. But this pragmatic use of psycholegy is not what

psychohistorians intend. They are committed, not just to psycholo-
gy in general, buf to Freudian psychoanalysis. This commitment

precludes a commitment to history as historians have always under-
stood it. Psychohistory derives its “facts” not from history, the de-
tailed records of events and their consequences, but from psycho-
analysis of the individuals who made history, and dgduces its theo-
ries not from this or that instance in their lives, but from a view of

human nature that transcends history. It denies the basic criterion

of historical evidence; that historians be alert to the negative in-
stances that evidence be publicly assessible toi, and therefore assess-
able by, all historians. And it violates the basic tenet of historical

method; that would refute their theses. Psychohistorians, con-
vinced of the absolute rightness of their own theories, are also con-
vinced that theirs is the “deepest” explanation of any event, that

other explanations fall short of the truth.

Psychohistory is not content to violate the discipline of history

(in the sense of the proper mode of studying and writing about the

past) ; it also violates the past itself. It denies to the past an in-
tegrity and will of its own, in which people acted out of a variety

of motives and in which events had a multiplicity of causes and ef-
fects. It imposes upon the past the same determinism that it impos-
es upon the present, thus robbing people and events of their individ-
uality and of their complexity. Instead of respecting the particulari-
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ty of the past, it assimilates all events, past and present, into a sin-
<

gle deterministic schema that is presumed to be true at all times.and

in all circumstances.

Which statement best gives the main idea of the abuve passage?

1.

Traditional historians can benefit from studying the techniques

and findings of psychohistorians.

. The approach of psychohistorians to historical study is currently

in vogue even though it lacks the rigor and verifiability of tradi-

tional historical method,

. Areas of sociological study such as childhood and work are of lit-

tle interest to traditional historians.

Indicate whether each of the follwwing statements is true or false,
according to the passage you have just finished reading.

1.

One characteristic of the practice of psychohigtorians is that past
and current events are all placed within the same deterministic
schema.

The methods used by psychohistorians probably prevent them
from presenting their material in chronological order.

The information supplied in this passage answers the question
what the basic criterion of historical evidence required by tradi-

tional historians is.



4. Prediction
\_________________“ .
Predicting from titles. subtitles, illustrations, abstracts, and

so forth, is an essential skill. Pre-reading activity can cultivate this
skill. By rcadiné the titles .subtitles, illustrations, abstracts, etc. ,
and by using your background knowledge of the subject you are
dealing with, you may not only predict what a reading is about,
but also avoid the gross mistakes in vocabulary interpretation some-

times made when you have no idea of the reading.

Read the following page as an example



NOTES FROM
ALL OVER

GERMANY

Economic growth has stalled, inflation is high, pro-
ductivity and export growth are stagnating. Believe
it or not, this.is the reunified Germany. Many
blame th#:situation on the on-going multi-billion-dollar bailout of
the former East Germany, but another problem is the_ escalating
cost of German social democracy.

The bill for social services eats up 29 percent of the country’s
gross national product, and businesses fork over up to 53 percent
of their retained earnings in corporate taxes. With production costs
skyrocketing, Germany’s once vaunted share of world exports is
falling. In 1990, for the first time in a decade, Germany ran a
merchandise trade deficit with the United States,

America was long ago shaken out of its economic complacen-
cy. Germany is about to get a similar jolt.

—Peter Furhman in Forbe

AUSTRALLA
g When Australians make a purchase, it’s time to get
m out the plastic—not credit cards, but actual curren-

cy. The central bank has issued a plastic five-dol-
lar note, worth about $ 3. 30 in American money, the first of a
currency series scheduled to replace paper notes over the next cou-
ple of years. The plastic money is expected to soil less, last longer
in circulation and have security features that can’t be used with pa-

per currency.
—The Wall Street Journal
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