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Preface

Chinese government has been carrying out an integrated poverty reduction project — China
Poor Rural Communities Development Project( PRCDP) in 18 poorest counties of Guangxi Zhuang
Autonomous Region, Sichuan and Yunnan Province through using the World Bank/Department for
International Development loan since 2005. As a part of PRCDP, poverty monitoring and evalua-
tion system has been set up on the base of cooperation of National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) and
the State Council Leading Group Office of Poverty Alleviation and Development ( CPAD), and
Project Provinces. NBS takes the Poverty Monitoring and Evaluation (PME) as one of the major
tasks to support the government’s effort to alleviate poverty. The Rural Survey Department ( RSD)
of NBS is responsible for operation and management of PME. The province survey branches and
county survey team of NBS in project area will take part in the data collecting.

Corresponding to PRCDP, the sample survey of PME will be conducted out every year during
2006-2012. The sample survey covers 18 counties (six counties in each province) , 180 adminis-
trate villages, 1 800 households and all the members of sample households. A random start point,
symmetry systematic sampling method was used to select the project villages and households. The
data are collected through the visiting of interviewers as well as the diary-book kept by the sampled
household. The survey collected information on rural infrastructure, social security, basic social
service such as education and heath, income and expenditure, household production and con-
sumption, and the scale, time of the project activities participated by the sample villages and
households. A baseline survey was conducted at the end of 2006. The data from the baseline sur-
vey constructed on the very base of Baseline Report of Poverty Monitoring and Evaluation for
PRCDP.

The report is compiled to reflect actual initial social and economic conditions of the project
area in order to give an objective foundation for poverty monitoring and impact evaluation for
PRCDP. Any suggestions and comments are deeply welcome.

In the process of our survey and report formulation, many experts contributed their valuable
suggestions and advice. We would especially thank Mr. Alan Piazza, Mr. Liguo and Ms. Liu Xi-
aofan in World Bank, Mr. Ou Qingping and Ms. He Xiaojun in Foreign Capita Project Manage-
ment Center of CPAD.

Editors
March ,2008
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