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Morality in Chinese social transition:
Inquiry on the Changes, Problems and Strategies of
Contemporary Chinese Moral Development

Abstract

The book is divided into four chapters: Chapter One, main
changes of moral development changes; Chapter qu, compara-
tive study of moral changes; Chapter Three, main problems of
moral development; Chapter Four, major strategies. Introduc-
tion is included in the beginning of the book. Main contents are
as follows ; »

The relations between social transition and moral progres-
sive, the development of moral construction since the reforming
and the opening to the outside world, the significance, order,
and ways of perceiving the changes, analyzing the problems and
making strategies are explained in the introduction. Regarding
the significance, the author thinks the inquiry of the changes,
problems and strategies of contemporary Chinese moral develop-
ment is that of the development and future of Chinese moral situ-
ation since the policy of reforming and opening to the outside
world was adopted. Because it is closely related to the reforming
and opening to the outside world, it has important practical sig-
nificance. Regarding the order, the author thinks the disserta-
tion is a comprehensive study of the history, reality and future,
the aim is to understand the tendencies, problems and strategies
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through the methods of unification of history and logic, applica-
tion of the theory in practice, and comparative study. About the
relations between social transition and moral progressive, the au-
thor thinks the key is to study from the point view of essence of
socialist system and noticing the reform is the self-improvement
of the system so that we can understand them correctly.

In Chapter One, the author demonstrates the changes of co-
existence of unitary and multi-morality, same importance of
morality and interests, comprehensive renovation of Chinese tra-
ditional morality and foreign morality based on that the reform is
self-improvement of socialist system.

Regarding the change of unitary and multi-morality, the au-
thor thinks multi-subjects of interests caused by the liberation of
minds and the development of socialist market economy are the
reason for the gradual formation of multi-values. This creates
possibilities for richness and multi-tude of life significance. At
the same time, to meet the requirement of the essence of social-
ism, unitary value of collectivism is insisted and promoted great-
ly and multi-level value system of socialist morality is estab-
lished. This has promoted the all-round development of a per-
son. The unitary value and multi-value system is the unity of op-
posites. In the exploitative class society, the relationship be-
tween unitary value and multi-value system is opposite. In so-
cialist China, coexistence of unitary value and multi-value sys-
tem has its objective basis. This is decided by the situation of the
primary stage of socialism. Therefore, we should not give up the
multi-value system when we insist unitary value. The correct
way should be leading the multi-value system with unitary value
and give richness to real life.
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Regarding the change of morality and interests, the author
thinks individual’s interests is paid attention since the policy of
reforming and opening to the outside world. This can be seen
from the facts: the working focus of the government has been
transferred to “economic construction”; people think that rich-
ness is glorious and proper interests gained lawfully are support-
ed; unification of the interests of state, group and individual is
strengthened. Justice is promoted. This can be seen from the
facts: the way of getting rich by hard working and making mon-
ey lawfully is stressed; unification of morality and material inter-
ests is stressed; contribution spirit of common wealth is
stressed. The author explores the relation between morality and
interests from the perspective of history and reality, and thinks
coexistence of morality and interests in feudal or capitalist soci-
ety is impossible. Morality and interests are conflicting. Feudal
society proposed “morality is above interests”, while capitalist
society proposed “interests is above morality”. Only under so-
cialist system is the unification of morality and interests possi-
ble. The author illustrates the realistic foundation of the unifica-
tion of morality and interests since the policy of reforming and
opening to the outside world was adopted.

Regarding the change of comprehensive renovation of for-
eign morality and Chinese traditional morality, the author thinks
all kinds of western moral theories are introduced into China
since the opening to the outside world. The theories have pro-
duced positive and negative effects to the society. Taking the at-
titude of absorbing with criticism, we have studied foreign moral
theories systematically. Taking the attitude of inheriting with

criticism, we have reflected on Chinese traditional morality with

3



dialectical analysis on its merits and defects. All the work done
has pushed forward the development of socialist morality. At the
same time, the author has discussed the inevitability of the ten-
dency of comprehensive renovation of foreign morality and Chi-
nese traditional morality. The author thinks it is the objective
need of absorbing the excellent achievements of human civiliza-
tion, promoting Chinese traditional excellent tradition and con-
structing the morality with Chinese characteristics.

In Chapter Two, the author has done comparative research
on the change of Chinese moral development vertically and hori-
zontally from the perspective of historical development. Based on
the research, the sameness and difference of Chinese moral de-
velopment and modern Western moral development are analyzed.

Vértical comparison means the comparison of feudal morali-
ty in china and moralities in different periods after the People’s
Republic of China was established. Main characteristics of feudal
morality in china are morality is above interests , maintaining hi-
erarchical system , closed and conservative. We can feel the
great moral progressive since the policy of reforming and opening
to the outside world was adopted by the comparison. The author
thinks the socialist moral construction has achieved great suc-
cesses since the People’s Republic of China was established. This
can be seen from the facts: new moral concepts with the basic
contents of “five loves” has been confirmed; fine social moral
custom was formed in 1950s and 1960s; the principle of inherit-
ing moral heritage critically, which is “ancient theories can be
used for modern purpose, foreign theories can be used for Chi-
nese purpose”, is carried out. Nevertheless, the socialist moral
construction was demolished in different degrees by the “leftist”
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policy during the Cultural Revolution. This can be seen from the
facts: proper individual interests were ignored; the principle of
collectivism was distorted and misunderstood; the attitude to
Chinese traditional morality and foreign morality was wrong.
Generally speaking, the experience of the moral development
since the People’s Republic of China was established has provid-
ed the foundation for the socialist moral development after the
policy of reforming and opening to the outside world. The basic
framework was established. It also gives us a lesson that we
should treasure now.

Horizontal comparison means the comparison of modern and
contemporary Western moralities. The author thinks the morali-
ties that have developed accompanied with the development of
capitalist market economy have three main characteristics: the u-
tilitarian morality with the essence of selfishness; value with the
core of individualism ; robbing morality of capitalist colonization.
Consuming morality with the essence of hedonism and moral cri-
sis caused by individualism is the typical characteristic of contem-
porary capitalist social morality. To face the challenges and meet
the needs of capitalist society, western moral theories have been
reformed and adjusted. The justice theory of John Rawls, virtue
theory of Maclntyre, situation ethics, rule utilitarianism and ac-
tion utilitarianism are the representatives of the renovation and
reform.

From the comparison, we can see the development of con-
temporary Chinese morality is different from the development of
modern and contemporary western morality. The difference is
decided by different social systems. Even though both systems
have adopted market economy, socialist system is different from
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capitalist system. Therefore, the moral systems are different and
the characteristics of development are different accordingly.
Nevertheless, contemporary Chinese morality and Western
morality are facing the same challenges in their respective devel-
opment. The challenges are new technologic revolution and ap-
plied ethics. Especially, the positive and negative effects of new
technologic revolution to the development of morality should be
taken into account. How to face the challenges is the common
subject of the world moral development.

In Chapter Three, the author analyzes the current problems
appeared in the development of Chinese morality. The problems
are ones caused by the transition from socialist planning economy
to socialist marketing economy. They are problems appeared in
the advance and development.

Equivalent to the changes respectively, the main problems
of contemporary Chinese moral development can be seen from
three respects: First, conflict of unitary morality and multi-
moralities. Unitary morality is denied by multi-moralities. Col-
lectivism is denied by individualism, mammonism, economic lib-
eralism. In real life, criteria of goodness and evilness are absent
and goals of life are missing. Second, conflict of morality and in-
terests. Morality is denied by interests. Socialist material inter-
ests are shaken. The social ideal of common wealth is profaned.
Third, conflict of two views in moral development. Foreign
morality is denied or confirmed completely. Chinese traditional
morality is also denied or confirmed completely. Moral theory of
Marxism is denied completely or copied dogmatically. In this
Chapter, the author has explored some related focus problems
such as “moral puzzle ”, “ moral upgrading ”, “ moral

6



downgrading”and “moral reconstruction”.

In Chapter Four, to solve the problems of that multi-values
deny unitary value and interests deny morality , the author thinks
the main strategy is to exceed the conflicts. Therefore, we
should establish the moral principles of exceeding the conflicts.
The moral principles are collectivism that exceeds the conflict of
unitary value and multi-values, in the respect of basic construc-
tion of collectivism value, we should correct the meaning of col-
lectivism; establish a multi-level socialist moral system with
principles that can be transferred mutually; make the principles
more concrete, accurate and workable. the life of collectivism is
depending on the effect of advantages of socialist system. The
purification and perfection of collectivism can not be apart with
the development of socialist cause; can not be apart with the pu-
rification and self-improvement of socialist system.

Justice that exceeds the conflict of morality and interests. In
the respect of basic construction of justice principle, we should
strengthen the conscience of the civilians to help them establish
correct senses of responsibilities and rights; strengthen profes-
sional morality and economic credit morality to establish fine
moral order of market economy; build up social conscience to
form social atmosphere of insisting justice and caring for others.
The performance of justice principle is relying on the establish-
ment of socialist market economy ; relying on the completeness of
socialist democratic law system. Only by this way, can justice be
true and incarnated. '

Compatibility and complementarity that exceed the two dif-
ferent views in the moral construction. In the respect of basic

construction of compatibility and complementarity, we should
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stand on the moral theory of Marxism, set socialist moderniza-
tion as the criterion, and take the correct attitude of inheriting
Chinese traditional morality and absorbing foreign morality criti-
cally. The performance of compatibility and complementarity is
depending on the harmonious development of human society. On
one hand, harmonious development of human society means that
equal and harmonious academic atmosphere can be formed. This
is a necessary part for inheriting traditional Chinese morality and
absorbing foreign morality critically. On the other hand, peace-
ful coexistence of human society can provide a social environment
in which human cultural exchange can be done justly. By this
way, human social culture and moral exchange can be worked
out without interruption. This is necessary for absorbing foreign
morality critically.

At one time, we should be aware of the function of morality
to promote the coordinate development of economy and morality.
The author thinks the discordant development of morality and e-
conomics has appeared in the contemporary China. The reason is
that some people don’t know the function of morality in our so-
cialist modernization. And some people have wrong ideas and
think morality will develop spontaneously while the economy is
developing. This kind of thinking has restrained the economic
development. The author thinks if the economy and morality are
discordant, the goal of modernization will fail to be fulfilled.
This is because low moral quality of a nation will cause the lack
of national spirit. And a nation without national spirit will be a
nation without hope. In essence, modernization of the people is
the key factor of realizing the modernization. In the moderniza-
tion of the people, modernization of moral quality is the most im-
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portant issue. Therefore, in some sense, moral progress re-
strains the development of modernization. The facts of some
countries of the Third World have showed the result. Those
countries can not realize the dream of modernization because the
quality of the people is not good enough.

In fact, the coordinate development of economy and morali-
ty is the objective need of the law of economic and moral develop-
ment. Morality will develop while the economy develops. Never-
theless, morality will not develop smoothly. The development
will be zigzag. As ideology and superstructure, morality has
great effect on the development of economy. At the same time,
the coordinate development of economy and morality is demanded
by the coordinate development of material civilization and spiritu-
al civilization. Spiritual civilization is the basic characteristic of
socialism. The development of spiritual civilization is the condi-
tion and purpose of the material civilization, and vice versa. Be-
cause material civilization and spiritual civilization are developing
unequally, we should pay attention to both of them. That is to
say we should work with two hands with the same strength. The
development of socialism must be coordinate development of ma-
terial and spiritual civilization. Therefore, the development must
be the coordinate development of economy and morality. Con-
temporary western developed countries are adjusting their strate-
gies of development. This shows that the coordinate develop-
ment of economy and morality is the objective need of the devel-
opment of human society.

To ensure the coordinate development of economy and
morality, we must strengthen the conscience of moral function.
This is a pressing problem of our moral construction. To reach
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the goal, first, we should stipulate just strategy of social devel-
opment and establish the guiding thought of the coordinate de-
velopment of economy and morality; second, we should stipulate
target testing system of coordinate development of economy and
morality and include it into the contents of testing on the govern-
ment officials at all levels; third, we should mobilize the power
of public opinion and strengthen the supervision of public opinion
to provide a kind of social atmosphere for the moral construc-
tion; fourth, we should train “people with four qualities” to en-
sure the realization of the modernization.

The author thinks the prospect of moral development is
bright although the task of socialist moral construction is lasting
and tough. While the socialist market economic system is estab-
lished, the socialist law system is perfected, unitary value of col-
lectivism is confirmed, justice principle is carried out, the fine
traditional morality of our nation will become an organic con-
stituent of the world moral civilization and the precious assets of
human culture. The socialist moral construction with Chinese
characteristic will developed further. At the same time, if we in-
sist the coordinate development of economy and morality, master
the tendencies correctly, China will not only be a powerful eco-
nomic country, but also a powerful moral country. We should

have confidence in our course.
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