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This textbook is a joint effort between the Voice of Amer-

ica and the Anhui Institute of Education. Its purpose is to help
 improve students’ listening comprehension skills. It is based
on the Special English radlo programs broadcast by VOA.
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Special English is designéd to communicate in a way that

is easy to understand. The vocabulary includes only 1 500
words. The sentences are short and simple. The speed is slower

than normal.

We hope you find these stories mteresting and the exercis-

es useful. We are honored to be part of this valuable project.

The VOA Special English Staff
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A Few Words About the
VOA Special
Englisvh Programs

. What in the world is Special English‘?
U‘(c b/‘d Lg aem 2)/

Special English programs are ({emgned rimarily for lis-
teners who are %tudymg English or who speak English as a fo-
reign language. Three elements form the basis of every broad-
cast: Vocabulary — SCEIL i rlt e usj ng _approximately
1 500 words. Style—senfgnce?%re short m gra rrfat;'c/;' 317/)5)1%1[( /{k‘
ple. Speed — programs are read one-third slower than regular
. VOA broadcasts. é‘,fj
When it started in October 1959, Special English was an
~ experiment. A basic vocabulary and format were developed.
Next came a test program broadcast worldwide. Non-native
speakers found the pace comfortable and the English easy to
i understand. For many of them,English was the language they
. needed to learn to pursue their goals. Listening to Special Eng-
lish was one way to learn. '

VOA made some Special English programs available out-
side the United States for English teaching purpose. Publish-

ers and educational institutions have used them'to reach large



numbers of students. Teaching materials based on Special Eng-
lish programs have .been published in China, Germany, Italy,

Japan,Poland ,Romania,and South Korea.

Special English Programs
. .

» This is America reports on activities and trends in educa-
tion, politics,the arts,and American society. Monday

« Science in the News is a roundup of recent developments in
science. Tuesday

+ Space and Man rgports about outer space and the space in
which we live and work. Wednesday

+ The Making of a Nation tells the story of America from the
late 1700s to the 1980s. Thursday y

+ American Mosaic is a radio magagine with reports about mu-
-sic,movies,and student life. Friday and Saturday

« American Stories are adaptations of stories by American au-
thors. Saturday and Sunday

* Words and Their Stories explains words and expressions
used in American English. Sunday

* In the News describes issues, organizations,and people that
are the subject of news stories. Saturday

» Science, Agriculture, Development, and Environment Re-
ports describe research in those fields. Monday through Friday

» People in America tells the story of famous Americans. Sun-
day

Many of these programs are heard one day earlier in the Americas.
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Why | Listen

“The slow-speed radio programs are fantastic! I have

learned a lot.”

-
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Chile

“It is my honor to let you know that your programme has

been a remarkable tutor to me as 1 was growing up.”

\ W Greece
“I must first of all take this ij}‘m“_‘_ﬁ_z_t\_y/_ to thank all the

staff for the great job you all are doing in educating and in-

forming your listeners all over the world.”

Uganda

“I wish there was a better word than thanks to express my

appreciation of the help offered ...in our family’s endeavor to

master American English and understand the outside world.”
China

“Immediate and topical,interesting and accurate,under-

standable and balanced. Strings of words became sentences ...

and a new world of truth and knowledge was gradually revea

ling its fascinating beauty to me.”

Bulgaria
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Special English Program Schedule

GMT/UTC BEIJING TIME PROGRAM MHz FREQUENCIES

* 1030—1100 1830—.:1900 Features 5.985,11.720,15. 425
#1110—1130 1910*!1930 Features 5.985,6.110,9. 645,
11.720,15.160,
¢ 9.760,15. 425
1330—1400 2130—2200 News &. Fea-  6.11,9. 645,9. 760,
tures 11.715,11. 805,

15.160,15. 425
2230—2300 0630—07Q0 News & Fea-  6.030,7.215,9. 770,
tures 9. 890, 11. 760,15. 185,
15. 290, 15. 305,
17.735,17. 820
0030—0100 0830—0900 News & Fea- 1.575,6.035,7. 215,
tures 9. 890,11. 760, 15. 185,
15.290,17.735,17. 820

Note : This Special English Program Schedule is for East Asia,Southeast
Asta and the Pacific,and the programs listed here can be heard in
most part of China. '

* Sunday only;
# Monday—Friday only
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vUnit One
. The ALerg/ end of Sleepy Hollow

>
VRIb=4

Washz'ngt n I r_m'ni

Vo A

The Voice Of America now-tells you an American short
story in Special English.

(MUSIC)

N

Today’s stéry is about a valley called “Sleepy Holmlow.f'f\ft‘j, .

was written by America’s first story writer ,Washington Irving,
The story is called “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow”and is told
by Rhett Tyrn f’(e&s@:ﬁ., NI

L TR

The valley known as Sleepy Hollow hides from the world
in the high hills of New York state. There are nllany stories
_ told about the quiet valley. But the story that people believe
most is about a man who rides a horse at ﬁightiThe story.says
the man died many years ago during the American revolution-
ary _\{/Vﬁr His head Was\(svhfc;t\off. >And' every night he gsess from
his_ %1“ lace ,jumps on his horse and rides through the val-

ley ltook‘ing zor his lost head.
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