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ABSTRACT

The book approaches ethnicity, race and nation (nationality) by
analyzing the relationship between terminologies and their reference, with
an eye on new phenomena that are reflected in widespread ethnic theories
outside China. The author discusses Chinese notions of ethnicity, which
is followed by a background analysis of the Nationality Identification Pro-
ject and the Minority Regional Autonomy Policy in China. A final touch
is put on reflexive approaches to the anthropological study of ethnicity,
which may influence future research perspectives.

As a special form of social organization, ethnicity endures with ex-
tremely powerful vitality, providing momentum for a variety of social con-
flicts and social revolutions. It brings hope and confidence as well as dis-
asters and deaths to mankind, and challenges both globalization and eco-
nomic rationality .

Being a metaphor for family, ethnicity possesses extraordinary re-
siliency, can either afford to an easy adaptation to ‘nation-state’ dis-
course or fall out with it, and even to the extent of war. The study of
ethnicity should lay bare its nature and vicissitudes, helping people over-
step prejudice and increase tolerance, and bring more hope to interna-

tional peace.
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