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1. Benjamin Franklin
AR -FEZRMH

Benjamin Franklin was born on January 17, 1706 in Boston, Massachusetts. He was the fifteenth
child and youngest boy of the 17 children. Franklin was one of the leading founding fathers of the United
States of America. He signed the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United States,
and served as the new nation’s capable diplomat.

Franklin’s formal schooling ended early but his education never did. He believed that “the doors
to wisdom are never shut,” and read every book he could get his hands on. Franklin taught himself sim-
ple algebra and geometry, navigation, logic, history, science, English grammar and a working know-
ledge of the five other languages. Franklin had a simple formula for success. He believed that successful
people worked just a little harder than other people. He built a successful printing, publishing business
and merchant in Philadelphia.

America has never forgotten Benjamin Franklin. He became famous for being a scientist, an acti-
vist,a statesman and a diplomat, and became a national hero in America.

As a scientist, he was a major figure in the history of physics for his discoveries and theories regar-
ding electricity. Everyone knows the story of Benjamin’s famous kite flight. Franklin was interested in
science and technology, carrying out his famous electricity experiments and making several important in-
ventions. He invented the lightning rod"!!, the iron furnace stove? , a carriage odometer and a mu-
sical instrument known as the armonica. Franklin wasn’t greedy about his inventions, preferring to have
them used freely for the comfort and convenience of everyone. Thomas Jefferson called Benjamin Franklin
“the greatest man and orament of the age and country in which he lived.” He was also noted for his cu-
riosity, his writings, and his diversity of interests. As a leader of the Enlightenment, he gained the
recognition of scientists and intellectuals across Europe. He was a remarkable man of science and tech-
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nology , finding practical effective solutions to real problems.

As an activist, Benjamin Franklin, more than anyone, invented the idea of an American nation.
He is one such person, commercially successful, ever concerned and involved with the public good, a
great communicator.

In 1736, Franklin created the Union Fire Company, the first volunteer firefighting company in
America. He also played a major role in establishing Pennsylvania’s first university, America’s first
city hospital and Franklin and Marshall College. He also organized the country’ s first subscription li-
brary. In 1751, Franklin obtained a charter from the Pennsylvania legislature to establish a hospital.
Pennsylvania Hospital was the first hospital in what was to become the United States of America. In
1753, both Harvard and Yale awarded him honorary degrees. He was elected the first President of the
American Philosophical Society, the oldest academic society in the United States in 1769. Franklin was
fluent in five languages. He is typically recognized as a polymath.

As a politician, Franklin became involved in Philadelphia politics and progressed rapidly. In 1748
he was selected as a councilman, in 1749 he became a Justice of the Peace for Philadelphia, and in
1751 he was elected to the Pennsylvania Assembly. In 1753, Franklin was appointed deputy postmaster-
general of North America. His most notable service in domestic politics was his reform of the postal sys-
tem. Franklin was unanimously chosen as their delegate to the Second Continental Congress. In 1776,
he was a member of the Committee of Five that drafted the Declaration of Independence™ and made
several small changes to Thomas Jefferson’s draft.

After his return from France, Franklin became an abolitionist, freeing both of his slaves. Franklin
wrote several essays that attempted to convince his readers of the importance of the abolition of slavery in
the American society. In 1785, Franklin was elected the sixth President of the Supreme Executive Coun-
cil of Pennsylvania. In 1787, he served as a delegate to the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia.
He played a respectable role.

As an accomplished diplomat, his fame as a statesman rests chiefly on his subsequent diplomatic
services in connection with the relations of the colonies with Great Britain, and later with France.

He defined the new nation in the minds of Europe during the American Revolution. In 1764, Fran-
klin was dispatched to England as an agent to petition King George III'*' to establish central British con-
trol of Pennsylvania, away from its hereditary belonging. In 1767, Franklin visited Paris with his part-
ner and was introduced to many influential scientists and politicians. In 1778, his success in securing
French critical military alliance and financial aid was a great contributor to the American victory over Bri-
tain. He also negotiated the Treaty of Paris'®’ (1783). He was widely admired among the French as
American minister to Paris and was a major figure in the development of positive Franco-American rela-
tions. From 1775 to 1776, Franklin was Postmaster General under the Continental Congress and from 1785
to 1788 was President of the Supreme Executive Council of Pennsylvania. Toward the end of his life, he
became one of the most prominent abolitionists. Many historians regard him as the“First American.”

The lasting legacy of Benjamin Franklin has resulted in the appearance of his image in various pla-
ces.Franklin’s likeness adoms the American $ 100 bill. From 1948 to 1964, Franklin’s portrait was
also on the half dollar. From 1914 to 1918, he also appeared on a $ 50 bill in the past, as well as se-
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veral varieties of the $ 100 bill, and every $ 100 bill from 1928 to the present.

As a tribute to Franklin’s legacy, the city of Philadelphia contains around 5000 likenesses of Ben-
jamin Franklin, about half of which are located on the University of Pennsylvania campus. Additio-
nally, Philadelphia’ s Ben Franklin Parkway and Ben Franklin Bridge (the first major bridge to connect
Philadelphia with New Jersey) are named in his honor.

Today, Benjamin Franklin is known as one of the Founding Fathers and as one of America’s grea-
test citizens. Although he was bom in Boston, the city of Philadelphia is remembered as the home of
him. He played an honorific role. He is also the only Founding Father who is a signatory of all four of
the major documents of the founding of the United States: the Declaration of Independence, the Treaty of
Paris, the Treaty of Alliance with France, and the United States Constitution.

Franklin had a strong belief that good citizenship included an obligation of public service. Franklin
himself served the city of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and the new United States of America, in one way
or the other, for most of his life.

Q‘f Questions for Discussion

1. What do you know about Benjamin Franklin’s inventions?
2. Why do people regard Benjamin Franklin as one of the Founding Fathers of America?

Notes

[1] lightning rod B4 : 1753 SE &M, 1754 SEFFIRRI . BIE T HHEHfEE, HikH
TR EWEB 5N TR A4 M B B 58 A F MR

[2] the iron fumace stove (the Franklin stove) B 22TEAk¥P: WTLATA WA Z =8kl

[3] Declaration of Independence (MIEE): HB At 2T R A B 5 A L MRS S
o, MM REBEIE, 177647 A 4 BES _BARSW L@ ; F=HEREIRREDN
FEREA, EEHR—UAERTE, £ KUBBRRIIERHF LT H-Hr R EwR
W— ABUREN :

[4] King George Il FFIG =1 (1738 - 1820): EEKRE/REMEE, UHBEHKE=
FEE, FR_HPINTF. 1760 E4kHL, B3P 1820 %1t AEMMBOHA, REILRER
HoR R AL ST RS, 1783 4F, A SEESIT (BRMY), BHRMKIERELY, BT
LM R R A, 1793 4, =t BEPENFEDE/REMHE (Lord George Mac-
artney) FIBIHHT 2547 (George Leonard Staunton) 47 F B 3K L F BN T KK E R
W, ARSI T FEAMERE LRI MR B\ KF R,

[5] Treaty of Paris (B ERFLZ): 17834E 9 A 3 H, HWELIT (BRMY), FRTHERE
ZIEMIRS; 1784461 H 14 B, FBRESHET (BRMA), XREELFFFERNS5EE
SEER Y, R RERERRAE T &G
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2. John Parker
8 - M L5

John Parker (July 13, 1729 — September 17, 1775), revolutionary soldier and captain of
minutemen'" , was a native of Lexington, Mass.

Fifteen years after the Pilgrims landed, the first Parker came to this country from England. The
first Parkers who moved to Lexington in 1712 were from Reading and settled in the southemn part of town.
By a deed dated June 12, 1712, John Cutler sold to the Parkers land at Cambridge Farms containing
“one small mansion house and about sixty acres of land more or less”. Captain Parker was bom in that
house on Spring Street. His parents were Josiah and Anna (Stone) Parker.

He served his military apprenticeship in the French and Indian War'? , and fought at Louisburg
and Quebec. At one period he was probably a member of Roger’s rangers™ . On May 25,1755, he
married Lydia Moore, by whom he had seven children. In time of peace he was a successful farmer, a
skillful joiner and a good mechanic, and held various town offices. He enjoyed reading, both religious
and secular books. He also chose the teachers for the town school. He was very interested in town poli-
tics. Reverend Jonas Clarke and he spent hours in his study at the Hancock-Clark House discussing po-
litical issues. John Parker was the assessor in 1764,1765,1766 and 1774. The assessor determined how
much each family paid based on property, number of buildings, servants, livestock and stock in trade.

John Parker, possessing an ability to organize and a willingness to fight for freedom, was elected
captain at the age of 46. On the eve of the American Revolution he was captain of a company of mi-
nutemen, and he became one of the foremost figures in the opening event of the war at Lexington, April
19,1775,

Massachusetts Colony was a hotbed of sedition in the spring of 1775. Preparations for conflict with
the Royal authority had been underway throughout the winter with the production of arms and munitions,



