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Related Information for Reference

1. World War II and The Netherlands

At the outbreak of the Second World War in 1939, the Netherlands declared itself
neutral once again as in World War L. In order to flank the French defenses on the Maginot
Line and to pre-empt a possible British invasion, on May 10,1940 Germany invaded the
Netherlands, starting the Battle of the Netherlands, and Belgium. Given the historically good
relations with its much larger neighbor, the invasion came as big surprise to most Dutch.

The poorly equipped Dutch army was quickly defeated by the Germans. On May 14 the
Germans demanded the surrender of the port of Rotterdam, threatening to bomb the city.
Soon after the ultimatum it surrendered. However, bombers that had already been sent were
not called back and the city was thus still heavily bombed, resulting in approximately 800
deaths and 78,000 homeless. This was supposedly caused by a communications difficulty.
After this bombardment the Dutch army surrendered, but the battle continued in Zeeland for a
few days, until the bombardment of Middelburg forced Zeeland to surrender as well. Holland
officially surrendered on May 15, just five days after the first planes had appeared. About
40,000 people lost their lives and the heart of Rotterdam was in shambles.

2. Radio Orange

Due to the censorship, the radio and newspapers were only allowed to deliver the news
approved by the Germans. Obviously this only reported the positive results of the German
war effort. Radio Oranje (Radio Orange) was Dutch-speaking broadcasts from London. At
that time listening to it was also prohibited. So people listen to it secretly.

3. honger winter

Hongerwinter was also called hunger winter, or Dutch famine of 1944. After the landing
of the Allied Forces on D-Day (Day of the allied landing in France, World War I1),
conditions grew worse in Nazi occupied Holland. The Allies were able to liberate the
southern part of the Netherlands, but their liberation efforts came:-to a halt when the attempt
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to gain control of the bridge across the Rheinat Arnhem miserably failed. After the national
railways complied with the exiled Dutch government’s appeal for a railway strike, to further
the Allied liberation efforts, the German administration retaliated by putting an embargo on
all food transports to the western Netherlands. By the time the embargo was partially lifted in
early November 1944, allowing restricted food transports over water, the unusually early and
harsh winter had already set in. The canals froze over and became impassable for barges.
Food stocks in the cities in the western Netherlands rapidly ran out. The adult rations in cities
like Amsterdam had dropped to below 1,000 calories a day by the end of November 1944.
Over that winter, which has been etched in the Dutch peoples memories as the Hongerwinter
( “Hunger winter” ), as the Netherlands became one of the main western battlefields, a
number of factors combined to starve the Dutch people; the winter itself was unusually harsh
and together with the widespread dislocation and destruction of the war, the retreating
German army destroyed locks and bridges to flood the country and impede the Allied
advance, this ruined much agricultural land and made the transport of existing food stocks
difficult.

In search for food people would walk for hundreds of kilometers to trade valuables for
food at farms. Tulip bulbs and sugar beets were commonly consumed. Furniture and houses
were dismantled to provide fuel for heating. From September 1944 until early 1945
approximately 30,000 Dutch people starved to death. The Dutch Famine ended with the
liberation of the western Netherlands in May 1945.

4. German Surrender

The German surrender was signed at Rheims on May 7,1945. In the Act of Military
Surrender the German Command agreed to the surrender of all armed forces in Holland.

On May 1 SS General Karl Wolff ordered all German armed forces in Italy to cease
hostilities and signed a surrender documeént which stipulated that all German forces in Italy
were to surrender unconditionally to the Allies on May 2. The Battle of Berlin ended on May
2, when the commandant, General Helmuth Weidling, surrendered the city to the Soviet
army. ’

On May 4,1945, the British Field Marshal Montgomery took the unconditional military
surrender from Grand Admiral Hans Georg von Friedburg, and General Hans Kinzel, of all
German forces “in Holland, in northwest Germany including the Frisian Islands and
Heligoland and all other islands, in Schleswig-Holstein, and in Denmark. .. including all
naval ships in these areas” on Liineburg Heath; an area between the cities of Hamburg,
Hanover and Bremen. As the operational commander of some of these forces was Grand
Admiral Karl Dénitz, this signaled that the European war was over.

On May 5 Dénitz ordered all U-boats to cease offensive operations and return to their
bases. At 14;:30 General Hermann Foertsch surrendered all forces between the Bohemian
mountains and the Upper Inn river to the American General Jacob L. Devers, commander of
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the American 6th Army Group. At 16. 00 General Johannes Blaskowitz, the German
commander-in-chief in the Netherlands, surrendered to Canadian General Charles Foulkes in
the small Dutch town of Wageningen in the presence of Prince Bernhard ( acting as
commander-in-chief of the Dutch Interior Forces).

On May 6 at 18:00, General Hermann Niehoff the commandant of Breslau, a fortress
city surrounded and besieged for months, surrendered to the Soviets. Half an hour later
General Alfred Jodl arrived in Rheims and following Dénitz’s instructions offered to surrender
all forces fighting the Western Allies. This was exactly the same negotiating position that von
Friedburg had initially made to Montgomery, and like Montgomery the Supreme Allied
Commander, General Dwight D. Eisenhower, threatened to break off all negotiations unless
the Germans agreed to a complete unconditional surrender. Jodl sent a signal to Dénitz, who
was in Flensburg, informing him of Eisenhower’s position. Shortly after midnight Dénitz,
accepting the inevitable, sent a signal to Jodl authorizing the complete and total surrender of
all German forces.

At 02:41 on the morning of, May 7,1945, at the SHAEF headquarters in Rheims,
France, the Chief-of-Staff of the German Armed Forces High Command, General Alfred
Jodl, signed the unconditional surrender documents for all German forces to the Allies. It
included the phrase “ All forces under German control to cease active operations at 2301 hours
Central European Time on May 8,1945”. The next day, shortly before midnight, German
officials in Berlin signed a similar document, explicitly surrendering to Soviet forces, in the
presence of General Georgi Zhukov.

5. End of the War

Pieter Gerbrandy, Prime Minister of the Netherlands at that time declared the end of the
war on May 5th, 1945. _

The total estimated human lbss of life caused by World War II was roughly 205,900
people in the Netheilands. The civilian toll was around 92,000, the military toll about
7,900, Jewish holocaust deatﬁs up to 106,000.

New Words and Expressions

1. edible a.
(1) fit to be eaten; suitable to be used as food JE-SWHY, o & MY
Only the leaves of the plant are edible. XF Y RAHFRILIEH.
* ( opposite) inedible
(cf. ) eatable
(2) of good enough quality for a person to enjoy eating it 5] [1#Y
“What was the food like?” “It wasn’t excellent but it was certainly eatable. ”

“XFREYWEER? A RR, BRET A7,
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. irreplaceable a. too special, unusual, or valuable for anything else to take its place( KA
FHBSEN) NN HBEFYHER

- We’ll miss him when he leaves the company, but no one’s irreplaceable.
fEBITFARRNW M, BERAEARSTHRE,

Most of the porcelain you see in the display cabinets is irreplaceable.

RERREE RN REBIEHRBATRAN,

. cultivate vz.
(1) plant, grow, and raise (a crop) by preparing the soil, providing water, etc. #%,
FhiE, B A
The villagers cultivate mostly maize and beans. #fR FEMME EXKMGIEK,
They succeeded in cultivating a new generation that combines all these merits of both

the male and the female. (1IN E KA MERE XU (8 F— S RH— 1B -
(2) improve, or develop (esp. the mind, a feeling, etc. ) by careful attention, training,
or study M, 353518
‘At this school we aim to cultivate the minds of all the children we teach.
RAIVER M BE B RGBT A SR B,
cultivate friendship / relationship / contact Z532 I &/ @3F R R/ 4R
. vigorously ad. forcefully, energetically ZEi# 1% J1Hl, B S1Hb, (F2hHb

For years they have campaigned vigorously against nuclear weapons.
ZELIRAMNT AR A ZRS
The people who have been arrested have vigorously denied the charge.
B A ANTB AR TR FE 1
* vigor n. [ U] usu. apprec. Active strength or force of mind or body [ —#t % X ] 1%
R Kt | |
In his speech, he attacked his opponent with great vigor. {R7EEHAH JIIEEXF,
The head teacher said that she hoped the children would return to school after the summer
holidays with renewed vigof
R A B BT I7E BB S BRI & 2 B B2 4

. meager a. very small in number or amount; not enough in quantity, quality, strength,
etc. WZH ;AR
He had to use his own meager savings to continue his research and often found himself in
extreme poverty.
e RIS B ORI B SRS EL T, (BRI AR E R EZ
He was so weak from the hunger that he could hardly raise his meager arms.
BT LR+ 5, i E AR E B TE .
a meager meal / fare / attendance at the meeting & BLRJIR SE/ /DB E NG/ BILH S

. rejoicing n. [ U (at, over) ] fiml or lit great and uncontrolled joy, esp. shown by a
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number of people [ IEZ B30T ; R
The rejoicings over the birth of the baby lasted well into the night.
Hra L A RIS B — B E R
The streets were filled with rejoicing after the victory.
KA L EVAA R A 9 R IE 30 | ,
* rejoice v. (at, over) fml or lit feel or show great joy [ IEZNEE L] WE; H X
He’s not the kind of man to rejoice at other people’s misfortunes.
A RARFE RIS A
I rejoiced to see that she had made such a quick recovery.
ARG NFE B X 4 PUIKE T H5R .
7. terrorize vr. fill with terror or force into obedience by threats or acts of violence. TREE,
fa iR
A lion escaped from the zoo and terrorized the whole town.
—3KWT MBI T Bk, B/ ME— R B,
Street gangs have been terrorizing the neighborhood — smashing windows and burning
cars. Bk BIENWTAILLH , KPR EDIT RN .
* terrorize into 8 (3 AMES)
Old people have been terrorized into staying at home after dark. EAIEKXKBEHER
TERE,
8. sack vr. (esp. of an army in former times) destroy buildings, take things of value, and
usu. harm or kill people (in a defeated city) [ JLF5 B3R ] S0 Bedh
As they captured Troy, they sacked the city. fifl] 54045 FH8)G , STZREEE—25,
n. The sack of Rome by the barbarians occurred in the Sth century.
WIEN S B REEATTRHE.
9. loot v. steal, esp. in large quantities, and often causing widespread damage ¥%%f; {535
During the riot shops were looted and cars damaged or set on fire.
AP, IR, KEFR BB
Discipline quickly broke down after the city fell, and the invading soldiers were found to
be looting and sometimes killing. AT GG , AMRIARILLHED BB, ATRIL
EHTHF  EZAMNRRAEH, '
n. HRA S 1T R Y
Napoleon’s army took priceless works of art from all Europe as loot.
S ERNRIN & HIRF T R ZARBER R G
The men who robbed the camera store are trying to dispose of the loot by selling it on the
street. o 4 BEUARATLIE 19 DY IR PR FE KB _EHEAT 90 . |

10. marauding a. moving around in search of something to steal, burn, or destroy iz

L

Witnesses reported gangs of marauding soldiers breaking into people’s houses and setting
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11.

12.

13.

14.

fire to them. HEiE#, H— KRR EBARSE, JAFLE,

agonize v. infm/ make a long and anxious effort when considering something or trying
to make a decision; to cause anxiety or pain [ JEIER ] (EH E—HEHRME—MRE
B ) £ 0%, OIS, v

After agonizing for days we finally made up our minds.

ERMTHILRZE, RITATFEET £,

He agonized over every decision he has to make. {fi¥} F&—MNRELHSHE LK,
The loss of the twin babies agonized the young couple.
TEFERRITEFRREABAREREE

flushed a. (of a person) red in face, esp. as a result of strong emotions, heat or alcohol
(BE) 410y ; 68 1Y 5 PRI B B

You look flushed — are you hot? R BLL—RAEBHT 7

“You really think I'm stupid enough to believe that, do you?” he said, flushed with

anger. “RELIARSETIAERBEHTED 27 MhifiE , BUS M thikar T .

- Flushed with success after their surprise win against Italy, Belgium are preparing for

Saturday’s game against Spain. FAMR B R KH BARG B Th e LR RS BAAR BE 445 . i)
BUTE IE 29 B 391 7200 A5 PG BE 2T BA T AU 25

agitated a. feeling anxious and not calm £ /Y, ERH

He became quite agitated when he was asked about his criminal past.

L) Mot ZHIRER I R i, AR R R R AN

There is an agitated man on the phone insisting that a bomb is about to go off.

TTREIERAR SRR 4, — A —BE R B BRI

* agitate vr. (AR B ; (HH3

The news will agitate him — let’s wait till tomorrow to tell him,

XHE R ERFIRMHAL —RNERFB KBS IRMEIE,

She was much agitated by the news of her brothers’ death.

SLE R MEE SR

frantically ad. (do sth. ) in an uncontrolled state of feeling; madly %%5’&3"' Hh, IR

ety 5 T FL 3

The traffic controllers at Cleveland had frantically tried to contact both planes as they
approached each other. éﬁ%%mmi‘ﬁr‘lxﬁiﬁﬁﬂf BERMEPLHIEEANR
AL K E AR AR KHLRARE R .

As the helicopter flew overhead, they waved frantically, trying to attract its attention.

HEFPLABITL TR, AT R ESEE T, KE5 RN EARER.

* frantic a. almost out of control because of extra emotion, such as anxiety ( % 351

FINER) BIREER ML, RIE

The mother was frantic when she heard that her child was missing.

BRBABETRERN, 8BILFRE,



