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" First of all we are people, then we are people of Creation" At
2:28pm,May 13, 2008, 24 hours after the destructive earthquake
hit Wenchuan, editorial department of Chinavisual.com
launched a special website to support the earthquake resistant
and disaster relief. The technical staff urgently developed an
online blessing wall to pray for the people in the disaster area.
Thousands of wishes and blessings flooded online within
several hours. That is the initial moment that 3.5 million creative
professionals voiced their support for the earthquake area.

On the afternoon of May 13, 2008, we launched the activity
We are together- Global Chinese designers’ Poster Design for
Disaster Relief "on the website community, which called for
worldwide Chinese creative people to design posters to promote
earthquake-resistance knowledge, to encourage and support
disaster relief. Designers soon posted nearly 100 works.

The rising number of victims, reported on TV and in the
newspapers put us into the abyss of sorrow. Some Chinavisual.
com web citizen began to doubt our love and action.

On May 15, 2008, a web citizen,Han Zhonglei, published a post
online: "Chinavisual.com, we need to move. The earthquake
area requires us to move, to take actions. Stop your illustration,
our eyes are full of tears and sorrow; stop your creation, the
nation is heartbreaking; stop your arts, the victims are still
missing! Think please! Please think what we can do for them!
What we can do for our country and our people!"

In the morning, on May 16, 2008, the fourth day after the
earthquake, Chinavisual.com held an urgent meeting and had
the idea of calling for global Chinese creative people to design
posters for the disaster relief.At 2:28pm on the afternoon the
same day, Chinese Red Cross Foundation, Sina.com, Beijing
Industrial Design Promotion Association, China Packaging

Design Association-Chinese Corporate Image Development
Association-China Taiwan-Central Academy of Fine Arts
School of Design-Association of Designers of Macau, Tianjin
Academy of Fine Arts, Chinavisual.Com, Sina.com, more than
100 organizations, associations and institutions united and
isscced the proposal in the poster design activity named “ we
are together”

We believe that it is not a competition and will not have the first
and second prize. It is a project developed among the worldwide
Chinese designers. There is no deadline for submission; there is
no specific requirement for participating. Since we have love and
since the disaster area needs us, we will keep on our creating.
Creativity will never be exhausted!

On June 12, 2008, one month after Wenchuan earthquake, “2008
we are together- Global Chinese designers’ Poster Design for
Disaster Relief "exhibition opened in the Fine Arts Museum
of Sichuan. The first phase of our activity were approved and
recognized by the people from disaster area and nationwide
media organizations.

On June 16, 2008, one month after we launched the activity,
we received nearly 10,000 copies of works from the designers
from China and oversea. Now, we select some of the posters
to publish this book on July 12, 2008, two months after the
earthquake. We sincerely hope the book can be a memo to
comfort the victims of the earthquake.

The callection of “2008 we are together” is divided into 10
chapters, including the 3,000 works from 2000 designers
who are from China mainland, Hong Kong, Macao, the United
States, France, Britain, Australia, Japan and other parts of the
world. Many posters have been published by such important
media as CCTV news Channel, Sichuan TV station, People's



Daily, South Metropolitan Daily, Reader's Digest, and many
other newspapers and magazines. These posters, featuring
sharp social subject, impressive visual expression and strong
sympathy, will become indelible visual memory in this special
period.

May the deceased rest in peace, and the alive live in firmness
strong.

“2008 we are together- Global Chinese designers' Poster
Design for Disaster Relief” Planner

Editor-in-chief of Chinavisual.com, Lei Haibo

June 19, 2008.
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May 12, 2008, the day will be remembered and engraved in history in a particular way.

The day will be remembered not only for the lives lost in the earthquake, the saddest and
heartbreaking moments, but, more over for the moment when China began a fresh start.

In the past several days, the danger was far from over in the disaster area where the
afershock struck, with the risks of landslides, avalanches and flooding growing as the summer
rainy season began. It seems that the continuous disaster was trying to put Chinese people's
courage and doughtiness into test. It was also during these several days that Chinese people
experienced an unbelievable shock, fear and sorrow. While at the same time, we experienced
and witnessed the unprecedented friendship, love, mutual help and encouragement. The
undaunted spirits are still there. The State Council and Office of National Headquarter for
Earthquake Resistance and Disaster Relief have already started the reconstruction plan. The
first professional detachment which engages in survey, data collection, mapping and proofing
has already been assigned to the earthquake area.

It is a completely new start. Its unique is from its overwhelmed national unity and from the
entire nation to be together to show its strength. After we pray for all the victims to be peaceful
in the heaven, we still need strongly stand up from the ruins where we suffered to construct
the future home. When thousands of soldiers were painstakingly searching the ruins, when
the most advanced equipments were put into disaster relief, when hundreds of volunteers took
part in the relief work, when numerous relief supplies were transported to the disaster area,
when the nation were displaying its resolution, there was only one voice peal over the sky: “
we are together "!

‘2008, we are together” ---"Global Chinese designers' Poster Design for Disaster Relief’ is not
the only public welfare activity, but it is the most special one. It is the first time that worldwide
Chinese designers get together so quickly, so consciously and so widely. It is a visual and
professional pull together which also goes beyond the visual and profession. It is an excited
poem without words from our designers to support the disaster relief.

Il

May 13, the second day after the earthquake, Chinavisual.com first started to call for disaster
relief posters collecting activities on its online community. With the support from domestic
designers, the activity’s influence was quickly expanded. On May 16, 2008, more than 70
organizations, associations and institutions, including Chinese Red Cross Foundation, Sina.
com, Chinavisual.com, Beijing Industrial Design Promotion Association, China Packaging
Design Association, Chinese Corporate Image Development Association(Taiwan China),
Central Academy of Fine Arts School of Design, Association of Designers of Macau, Shenzhen
Graphic Design Association, China Guanghua Science and Technology Foundation, together
with Tianjin Academy of Fine Arts, College of design factory international, Zhuhai of Beijing
Normal university, Art and design college of Beijing Institute of Graphic Communication, Zhu E
Design Space, Morning Design Studio, get involved in the poster design activity themed “ we
are together”.

It is the first love project launched by designers and then supported by domestic and oversea
Chinese designers. It started with a tremendous influence and a high-level profession. In
only a few days, more than 600 designers promoted the activity and submitted their designs
and works online. The Internet plays an important promotion and communication role in the
whole procedure, not only calling for oversea Chinese designers to get involved, but also
encouraged many young, gifted designers and college students to take part in. The fourth day



after the earthquake, the first batch of posters was displayed online. As more and more
professional submitted their works, the volume of posters rose from tens to hundreds and
then to thousands.

It may be the first call for design without a deadline just as Lei Haibo, the man behind the
activity, says: “it (the poster collecting) is going to be long(procedure). We wish all the
designers and related people can keep on going this way. If needed(by disaster relief),the
activity will roll on."

By the end of May, more than 118 posters were published by over 30 media
organizations. Among them, CCTV News channel and CCTV4 international Channel
had already broadcasted some of the posters as slideshow during the earthquake news
live report. On May 31, one day before the Children's Day, CCTV once again used
the posters, designed by Central Academy of Fine Arts and Arts School of the Central
University for Nationalities, to be head leader for the children’s program to send greetings
to children suffering from the disaster and to grieve the children in the heaven.

Starting from May 23, the mobile TV on public transportation including buses and subway
began to broadcast the posters.

The society pays unprecedented attention to the activity. Till June 5, more than 5,000
posters were submitted and more than ten million people visited the online exhibition.
According to the incomplete statistics, in only 20 days, after the activity launched more
than 10 websites including Xinhua, Sina, Sohu, Tencent have launched special online
topic for the posters; more than 70 traditional media, including Beijing Morning Post,
Chongging Economic Daily, Chongging Moder Daily, reported specially for this activity.
The research result related to the activity on Google and Baidu reaches over 5,000,000.
“We are together” poster design becomes one of the most spreading, the most welcomed
and the most attracting activity after the earthquake.

Besides all these, there are several universities and colleges organized the exhibition
for the posters on the campus, including Central Academy of Fine Arts School of Design,
Communication University of China, Beijing Institute of Clothing Technology ,Beijing
Institute of Graphic Communication Shenzhen Graphic Design Association, Tianjin
Academy of Fine Arts, Renmin University of China, Arts School of the Central University
for Nationalities, East China Normal University and Beijing Arts Design Institution. More
schools and universities are still applying for engagement.

The whole society has responded so overwhelmed toward the activity that completely
goes beyond the organizers’ expectation and imagination.
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Such posters collected in such a short period but causing tremendous effect can only
have the “propaganda arts” of war compared to. However, the poster design activity,
which was started and promoted all by ordinary designers, is totally and completely
different from any activity launched by government or state. How it could be evaluated in
the history, | think,can be a research subject in the future. At present time, we should pay
more attention to the value of the works from our designers.

Firstly, it is the strong humanity, love and sympathy that designers put into the works.
It is also the principal to obtain emotional resonance from all the audience. The grass-
root characteristics, which means submitter is not required for his age,his identity or his
qualification, requires only one criterion that we are the survivals and echoes only one
voice that we are Wen Chuan people.

With such subconscious approval in the heart, all the designs, placing the false and
hypocritical aside express the emotion truly and directly, just like volcanic eruption, calling
for love, care for lives, groups and regions, calling for all of us to devote to the disaster
relief, calling for the community awareness of our nation.

Though many of the works look similar, they are the different voices for the same




aspirations: "Surmount, Sichuan will never fall," "United as a wall, making the quake small,"
and "God Bless the Chinese"...Plain words with a shock . Posters "Here, did not give up”,
"We are descendant of the Dragon," "Don't be afraid, we are together," "love, is the place
where hearts meet"...are subtle and sincere image to convey the sympathy and love of
humanity. It is love and sympathy not only for the traditionally valued fraternity, emotion
of countryman and geo-passion, but also for the individuals and the weakness. All these
elements make up the solid emotional base for our outstanding poster designs.

Secondly, it is the extraordinary creativity, concept and appeal emerging from the posters.
Since all the works were accomplished in a rather short time, the posters have already
opened up to audience fresh concepts, creative ideas and rich techniques. Young designer
Luo Rong's works “Help Wenchuan: | don't know you, but | indeed thank you”". The design
opens up with Chinese Characters “Ji i#“(means help). In Chinese writing, “Ji i#” can be
spitted into two parts, the upper part resembling Chinese character “Wen 7% " , while the
bottom resembling Chinese character “Chuan J1|". “Wen % "and “Chuan JI|" are combined
exactly means the name of the place where earthquake happened. So, his design is inspired
by Chinese culture which also can be regarded as cultural coincidence and the relation
between God and human being. The design, implicating the disaster and the emotion, was
soon highly approved and published by more than 20 media organizations short after it
came out online. In the lump the design adopts rich visual elements, graphs and symbols to
expound the theme. It is such a unique design to deconstruct and then combine a Chinese
character to express deep and meaningful subject. Other works like “where there is love,
there is home”, “Great Love”, “ we and us", "Home and tomb%-%{" all adopt the Chinese

characters as the symbolic elements. In addition, Chinese traditional elements including
geomancy, palmistry, ancient coins, China knot are widely employed in designers’ works.

Thirdly, it is may be the most meaningful and significant point. The consistency of the
designers, the cultural tropism, and the space-time of the creativity make the works display
a style and feature which are different from earlier works. It is different from the political
propaganda; it is also not the simple imitate which overemphasize the simplicity, freshness
while at the same time emphasize the meaning behind the design. The disaster relief posters
value the “new symbolism”, combining visual impact and meaning while at the same time
balancing the two.

Lack of space forbids us from publishing all the good posters from this activity. The collecting
is still going on and new designs keep emerging and being published by the media. It is a
good news that we learned from the publishing team that this book is not the end version for
the posters we collected. When possible, there will be sequel to be published. The organizer
and publishing house all agree that the revenue from selling and publishing the book will be
donated to the disaster area to help the reconstruction. Some of the books will be delivered
to the school children in earthquake area as gifts. What is more important and meaningful is
that all the Chinese designers who engaged in the activity will regard the book as a special
memo to the disaster. We sincerely hope the book can be a special memo also for the
children all the way as they grow up and all the way to their dreams.

Central Academy of Fine Arts School of Design Vice-Dean : Xu Ping
Finished in a hurry at Guolingli on
June 10, 2008
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