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¢ UNIT 1 MYTHS AND LEGENDS§

Preparation
1.An Argument About the Sun

Sample answers

1)Both the children are wrong. The sun gives out almost the same amount of
heat at any time of the year. We feel sometimes it is hoiter, and sometimes it
is cooler only because the angle between the sunlight and the surface of the
earth varies constantly.

That the sun seems bigger at daybreak is an optical illusion. When it
appears on the horizon,only a small part of the sky is bright enough to be
seen against it. This makes the sun seem bigger. But when it’ s high up in
the sky, it seems smaller with the huge bright sky against it.

That it is cooler in the moming than at midday is not because of the
change of the distance between the sun and the earth. It is because of the
change of the angle between the sunlight and the surface of the earth. We
don’t feel very hot in the moming because less:sunlight is received per unit
of area when the angle is smaller. But as time passes, more and more sun-
light per unit of area penetrates the atmosphere and reaches us, so we feel
hotter at midday.

2) Confucius was knowledgeable, but not a genius. We can’t expect him to
know everything . Everyone has his or her limitations . Ancther reason is that
at that time science was not developed and people didn’t have advanced e-
quipment to do research on the sun and the earth.So it was difficult to un-
derstand or explain many natural phenomena.

3)A.I think Confucius was honest. He didn’t pretend to know the answer.
B.No one is perfect. One may be an expert in one field, but a layman in

other fields.

C.The children were very curious, a good quality of theirs. But they only
saw one side of the phenomenon and then jumped to conclusions. One
should consider different aspects before drawing any conclusions.

2.Bedtime Stories

Sample



Long, long ago there lived in Greece a king whose name was Midas. He
was a greedy man and loved gold better than anything else in the world. ‘

One day he asked the gods to give him still more gold. The gods decided
to punish him and said: “Very well; in the morning everything that you touch
will become gold.”

Midas was overjoyed when he heard this. “I shall be the richest man in
the world, "he said to himself.

He got up early next moming. When he touched his bed, it turned to
gold. He began to dress, and his clothes became gold. Midas was delighted.

Midas loved flowers and kept a beautiful garden. He went into the garden
to look at his flowers. The day was fine, the sun was bright and the roses were
lovely. The king picked one of them, but it tumed to gold in his hand. He
picked another, and the same thing happened. He was sorry that the flowers
changed as soon as he touched them, for he loved their rich colours.

The king went to have his breakfast. He took a cup of milk, but it imme-
diately turned to gold. Then he took a piece of bread, and that also changed in-
to gold. Midas now began to feel unhappy. It was good to be the richest man in
the world, but he was hungry, and he could not eat or drink gold.

Midas went out into the garden again. His little daughter was there. When
she saw her father, she ran up to him. King Midas was very fond of his daugh-
ter and he kissed her tenderly. Then and there she turned into a golden statue.

Midas was now very unhappy. He went into his palace. His eyes filled
with tears, and he begged the gods to take away the Golden Touch.

“I was very foolish to love gold so much, "he said. “Take all my gold and
give me back my daughter.”

“Go, "said the gods, “and wash your hands in the river near your gar-
den, and the water will take away the Golden Touch.”

Midas went to the river and washed his hands. Then he ran quickly to the
golden statue of his little girl. He kissed her again and she changed back into
his pretty little daughter.

Midas never forgot thxs lesson. He knew now that gold did not bnng hap-
piness.

—FmEnghshbeuGuozhang

Three at Dusk and Four at Dawn
In the state of Song there was a man who was very fond of monkeys and
kept a large number of them. He could understand the monkeys and they could
understand him. In order to satisfy the monkeys’ demands, he neduced the food
consumption of his family.

.2 .

.Chinwe Fables



After a while his family did not have enough to eat,so he wanted to limit
the food for his monkeys. But he was afraid the monkeys would not submit to
him. So he played a trick on them.

“If I give you three chestnuts in the moming and four in the evening,
woutld that be enough?”he asked the monkeys.

All the monkeys rose up in a fury.

After a short time he said, “If 1 give you four chesinuts in the morning
and three in the evening, would that be enough?”

All the monkeys lay on the floor, happy and satisfied with this proposal.

His Spear Against His Shield

In the state of Chu there was a man who had a spear and a shield for
sale. He was loud in praises of his shield.

“My shield is so strong that nothing can pierce it through.”

He also sang praises of his spear.

“My spear is so strong that it can pierce through anything.”

“What would happen,” he was asked, “if your spear is used to pierce
your shield?”

He was unable to give an answer.

It is impossible for an impenetrable shield to coexist with a spear that
finds nothing impenetrable .

A Matter of Dignity

There was a great famine in the state of Qi.Qian Ao,a rich man in Qi,
prepared food by the roadside for the hungry to come and eat.

Along came a starving man, his sleeves covering his head, his hempen
sandals held together by string, walking as if he did not know where he was go-
ing. With food in his left hand and drink in his right, Qian Ao shouted at him.

“Hey you! Come and eat!”

The man looked up and stared at Qian.

“I’ m reduced to this state just because [ refuse to take anything from
loud - mouthed ( 5 iR F& & 4 , UL BE WK ol 49 ) people giving away food,” he
smd

Qian immediately begged his pardon but the man stlll refused to eat and
eventually starved to death.

: From 100 Ancient Chinese Fables by K. L. Kiu

Listening — Centered Activities
Listening |
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1. flock &% 2. retriever (2455 ) I ERYHER
3.show up B 4. Mart Moody (A4%) 4% - 1d
5. Tupper Lake (3#h4% )3H 1A

T ETIER

Exercise 1

1)What did Moody shoot at one day?
Ducks.

2)Who went with Moody?
His dog.

3) What happened to the dog after she left?
She didn’ t show up/come back that day.

4)Why was Moody worried about her?
It was very unusual for her not to come back./She’s heavy with pups. /It was
late, but she still didn’t come back.

5)What do you think of the ending?
It’s incredible.It’ s possible for a dog to have seven pups at one birth, but
newly-born pups are too weak to carry ducks. And it is unlikely that the dog
could carry three ducks in her mouth . But of course the exaggeration is funny.

Exercise 2

DF 2)F 3)T 4)T 5)F 6)T

Exercise 3

Samples

1) Moody told the story to show what a good and responsible retriever the dog
was. For example, when there were too many ducks for her to get/canry, she
gave birth to 7 pups. And even the pups were great enough to be able to get
ducks for their master right after birth. Of course, Moody was exaggerating and
we know it isn’t a tue story.

2)Moody felt very proud of his dog. She was a good and dunﬁxl retriever .She ac-
complished her duty when she was heavy with pups. Without any delay, she
took off to get the ducks her master shot at. She never forgot her duty even
when she had to give birth to the pups. Even her baby pups followed her exam-
ple. We know he was exaggerating, and it was funny.

o 4 -
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Mart Moody’ s Bird Dog

Mart Moody from Tupper Lake used to tell this tale. “I went out one day
and there was a big flock of ducks out on Tupper Lake. And I had this good dog.
1 shot at the ducks, and then 1 sent the dog out there. She was heavy with pups ut
the time. It was a cold day in the fall. Well, she took right off and away she
went. But she didn’t show up when it got dark.I began to worry about her. She
was a good dog, a really good retriever. She’ d get anything 1 shot at.

So the next moming I woke up and I thought I’ d better go see if I could
find her. And 1 got down to the shoreline of the lake and I looked out.Suddenly 1
saw something coming. It was this dog, she came into the shore! She had three
ducks in her mouth. And behind her she had seven pups. And each of the pups
had a duck in his mouth.”

Listening [I
EE TR
1.preacher YHIEH 2. yell 0 %E 3. damned (fi%) R, HFE!
4. carve BEZ 5.shed tears #iiH 6. Reverend JHBM R B R
T HGIJER
Exercise 1

1) Whom did the old man invite to his house?
The Reverend/A preacher.
2)What did he roast for the gu&t”
Two ducks.
3)Where did the father go to meet the Reverend?
To the train statien.
4)What did the daughter do while the father was away?
She ate the two ducks.
5)What did the father do after he came back with the guest?
He sharpened his knife on the oil stone.
6)YWhy do you think the daughter started to cry in front of the guest?
She wanted to atiract the preacher’ s attention./She wanted to make her story
believable.

« 5.



