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Unit 1
The Sound of Music

Group work  Decide if each of the following statements is true or false. Ex-
plain your answers to your group members. If they are false, try to correct
them.

1) After his smash 1982 album Thriller vielded seven top-ten hits, Michael Jackson
was dubbed “The King of Pop” . _

2)Elvis Presley said, “I don’t know anything about music. In my line you don’ t
have to.” '

3)Rock and Roll was originally a youth-based musical form. It is hybrid in origin,
drawing from African American musical forms, such as the Jazz and gospel, as
well as from white country and folk music.

4) The Spice Girls have all been trained as classical musicians. Each member of the
group is not only a wonderful singer, but can also play an instrument at a profes-
sional level.

5)In 1994, singer /musician Paul McCartney sent back his razor, shaving cream,
and other products to the Gillette Co. to protest the manufacturer’ s use of ani-
mals in the product testing.
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Class activity Victoria Beckham, Emma Bunton, Melanie Chisolm, Mel-
anie Brown, Geri Halliwell; those names mean only one thing, the Spice
G1rls and they are back| Now you will listen to the news about their world
tour. ﬁewords andphmsesmtheboxmqy be qfsomehelp to you.

spht up ; : "ﬁ}ﬁ%% _ ‘ﬁrst mghdf’
fcomeback tour ﬁ@%iﬁ;ﬁéﬁ@' Seu- ‘-_*t;
ek  omam
e s
soar - BT RRL

:%ng;ﬁpg& .

devotee

staggermgf o iﬁ?&ﬁ tﬁ‘\kéﬁ

0 True or fulse Circle the correct answers according to the information in
the listening passage.
1) The first night of the group’ s tour was an amazing success. (True / False)
2) There are 22 tracks sung in the Spice Girls concert. (True /False)
3) David Beckham declined to attend. (True /False)
4) The new Spice Gitls single is called “Headliners”. (True /False)
5) The Spice Girls will perform in Shanghai and Beijing at the beginning of

January 2008. (True /False)

@ Word match Do you know which of these words mean the same thing?
Link each word on the Column A to its synonym on the Column B.

A B
comeback increased
staggering return
soared fan
devotee astonishing
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In her recent book “The Message” , Felicia Pride sets out to explore the mean-
ings from 100 favorite hip-hop songs. Dialing the seriousness down a notch, USA
TODAY asks Pride to decode the messages buried deep within some pop music
hits.

Read Between the Lyrics of These Pop

By Marco R. della Cava
<% Sussudio Phil Collins
Sample lyrics .
Now I know that I’ m too young
My love has just begun
Su-Su-Sussudio, oh, oh
Oh, give me a chance, give me a sign
I’ Il show her anytime
Su-Su-Sussudio, oh, oh
Message: “ Young love can make you crazy to the
point where you obsess ( & ), delude (#k¥s)
yourself and utter nonsensical words like * sussu-
dio. * We’ ve all been there,” Pride says. “Collins
not only reminds us of the naiveté of puppy love but
convinces us that as adults, it’s not ‘an emotional
state we should revert to (E# ). Though some of
us still do.”
Clues: “ ‘Oh, if she called me I’ d be there/1’d
come running anywhere’ illuminates the infatuated
(#7PH ) nature of young desire. But those feelings seem to be one way, ”
Pride says. “The poor guy sings, ‘She’s all | need, and pleads to listeners that
he’s ‘got to have her. ’ Pathetic ( AJ44f)) 7 Yes. Realistic? Very.”
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Critique ; “If Sussudio is supposed to be the girl’ s name, Collins could have easily
admitted it in the song instead of using the word as some weird love trigger. He
could have called his crush (#R#¥F4) Sussy, and we would have really gotten
it.”

+ Orange Crush R. E. M.

Sample lyrics;

Follow me, don’t follow me

I’ ve got my spine, I’ ve got my orange crush

Collar me, don’ t collar me

I’ ve got my spine, I’ ve got my orange crush
Message : In the time-honored tradition of using music

Politics bubbling over:

consider the seriousness of war and violence,” Pride M{ke Mil.ls, left, Michael
says. “We should never become so desensitized ( ji§ Stipe, Bill Berry and Pe-

A=) that we forget the real lives of all of those | " Buck of R. E. M. ad
dresses the effects of war

to make a political statement, “R.E. M. wants us to

involved, from soldiers to civilians. ”

Clues: Pride says the phrase “agents of the free”
suggests references “to both Agent Orange, the
chemical used by the US in Vietnam, and to our country’ s role in negotiating free-
dom. ‘Serve your conscience ( K., H##.L) overseas’ is R. E. M. weighing in on
international relations. ”

Critique: “ Without any historical context, this song doesn’t make much sense.
Hopefully, the song is captivating enough to provoke listeners to do a little research
instead of succumbing to (974 ) the belief that it’ s about an orange soft drink. ”

and violence in Orange

Crush.

<% A Horse With No Namé America

Sample lyrics. '

The ocean is a desert with its life underground
And a perfect disguise above

Under the cities lies a heart made of ground
But the humans will give no love

4
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Message ; “Once you get past the nameless horse, this song seems to explore the
disappointments we experience along life’ s many passages,” Pride says. As life
winds on, many of us think back to more carefree days. “America reminds us that
places exist, whether physical or mental, where we can breathe more easily. ”

Clues: Pride is sure the band “was on its own personal trip” when crafting this odd

4

classic. “They weren’t too concerned if listeners could follow,” she says. “So as
for hints of where they were going, the inclusion of *journey’ in the first line is
probably one of the strongest indicators. ”

Critique ; “ Lyrics that describe hot heat, a fly that buzzes and a storytelling river
make this musical piece a serious head-scratcher. Liner notes in the album would

have been helpful. ”

) The text falls into three parts, as can be easily seen from the subtitles
provided by the author. Now go over the text and fill in the form.

Songs Singers / Band Key words Your understanding

(9 Group work  The passage Read Between the Lyrics of These Pop ex-
plores the buried messages. Now discuss in your group what are the pos-
sible factors affecting your understanding of English songs. Werite down
your answers in the space provided and share your ideas with your part-

ners.
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Dan Folgerberg was one of the best singers and songuriters of our time.. He
had the innate ability to capture the deepest, unspoken feelings of our lives. The
song “Leader of the Band” is a heartfelt song. No better tribute to a father exists
like this song. Let’s see how Dan expresses his great love for his father through
music.

Language Notes

1)solitary a. alone, without companions

2)he gave to me a gift should be he gave me a gift

3)thundering a. big, great

4)velvet n. something that has a beautiful soft, smooth quality or appearance,
usually something dark or deep

5)sculpt v. form into a particular shape

6) legacy n. something that is a part of your hlstory or which stays from an
earlier time

o Class activity JIn this song many words are missing from the Yrics.
Listen to the song TWICE. In the first listening, complete as many
gaps as possible. In the second playing, listen to the song to check your

version.



