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A Briefl Introduction of

Yaomiao Palace

Yaomiao Palace locates in south of Linfen munici-
pality, Shanxi Province. It is hard to textual research
when the Palace was built. As it was described in fa-
mous contemporary geography book RIVERS NOTES
that "there is Yaomiao Temple at the bank of Feng Riv-
er and many steles stands in front of the temple.” The
site of the formal Palace was on the west bank and later
moved to the east bank during Xijin Yuankang Years.
Based on these Yaomiao is calculated to have a history
over 1600 years. In Li Zhi Tang Emperor Xiangin Year
of 3, AD 658, about 1300 years ago, the palace was
once again roved from southwest downtown to the site
at present 5 miles away southem downtown.

Yaomiao Palace was built in Tang Dynasty cover-
ing an area of 700 mu with 400 lines houses. In the
Palace the hall is named Wensi, palace Guangzai and
gate Binwu. Since maintaining service during Yuan
Dynasty Zhiyuan Year of 2, AD 1336, the Palace has
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changed its old style of Tang — Song in scale, hall
name and architecture. After the renovation when the
Palace has enlarged its area, renewed hall names the
palace took on a new look of residential house for royal
family. Yuhuang Attic behind Wensi Hall had been
enlarged and renamed as Zhizhong Attic. The center
hall for Emperor Yao is called Guangyun, the right hall
is called Chunghua for Emperor Song and the left hall
Wenmin for Emperor Yu. Yaomiao Palace is built for
the three Emperors and in it there are their own sepa-
rate halls, so the Palace is a well known scenic spot for
its splendid architecture, fine carves and painting.
During Qin Dynasty Kangxi Year of 34, AD
1659. Yaomiao Palace was completed ruined in earth-
quake. Qin Government appropriated funds to rebuild
the Palace and Emperor Kangxi wrote horizontal in-
scribed boards for Three Holly Halls, they are STABI-
LIZING THE WHOLE LAND for Yao Emperor, IN-
TELLIGENCE CIVILIZED for Song Emperor and EV-
ERLASTING ALL AGES for Yu Emperor. Before Qin
Dynasty there was Yaomiao fair every year on April
28th and later since Emperor Kangxi Pingyang’ s hunt-
ing there has been emperor fair which lasted for one
month on every March 18th for all Chinese come to
— 4 —
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worship Heaven.

In Xianfeng Year of 3, AD 1853, when He Weixi
Pingyang commissioner burned hotels outside south gate
sentry to resist rebel Taiping army’s northern expedi-
tion, the fire spread to Yoamiao Palace and Three Hol-
ly Halls were burned down. During the long course of
history many times destroys and reparations took place
but the Palace has been kept its form as good as the o-
riginal. Later Japanese aggressors and KMT troops
failed to maintain it and left the Palace a lonely and
pathetic sight.

Present available coffin chamber, Yao well pavil-
ion and Guang attic were constructed in Qin Dynasty.
Since 1965 Yaomiao Palace has heen listed as major
culture relic to be protected by Shanxi Government.

In 1987 the main building Guangyun Hall has
been repaired thoroughly sponsored by the state govern-
ment. unfortunately the Hall was completely bumed
down by some offender on April 4th, 1998. To recov-
ery the Hall the masses of people contributed their
money and a big sum of more than tens million yuan
has been collected. Thus Guangyun Hall has been re-
built in 1999. In addition, gates for Three Holly
Palaces, inner gate at center axis of the Palace have
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been repaired and coffin chamber for Emperor Yao lias
been rebuilt.
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