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Preface
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A Place Named “Sanctity and Beauty”
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Shangri-La, a wonderful tourist zone in southern Kangba
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Liu Daoping, Secretary of the Party Committee of Ganzi Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture
Li Changping, Governor of Ganzi Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture

Ganzi Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture was founded on Nov. 24,
1950, which is the first autonomous region at prefecture level since the
foundation of new China. It is located in the western part of Sichuan
and at the southwestern edge of the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau.It is a transit
of the mountain area at the western edge of the Sichuan Basin to the
plateau. Ganzi, with an area of 15.6 square kilometers, is one third of
the area of Sichuan Province. With inhabitants of 25 nationalities, such
as Tibet, Han, Yi and Hui, it has a population of 950,000,among which
78.9% are Tibetans.

Ganzi enjoys exceptional advantages in natural resources, with
the Daxue Mountain and the Shaluli Mountain standing vertically
across, and the Ginsha River, the Yalong River and the Dadu River
flowing through the prefecture. From its north to its south, Ganzi covers
six latitudes. The difference among different elevations in the prefecture
is up to 6,000 meters, so you can find all kinds of climate zones and
complicated natural sceneries there. Ganzi is one of the places where
the geomorphologic sceneries are most various and magnificent. In
2005, an activity to choose “the most beautiful place in China” was
launched by Chinese National Geography and five beautiful scenic
spots in Ganzi were chosen. They are Mount Konka, the scenic spot of
Yading, Daocheng, Hailuogou Glacier, Jiaju Tibetan villages in Danba
and grasslands in high frigid zones in western Sichuan. In 2006,the
Sichuan-Tibet highway was regarded as a key section of “Chinese
scenery road” by Chinese National Geography. Among the six scenic
centers recommended energetically by the magazine, five are in Ganzi.

The national culture gallery in the Hengduan Mountain is

praised as an “anthropological treasure house”. Ganzi has rich cultural

resources and many nationalities get along very well there, which has
created the rich, colorful and profound Kangba culture. Up to now,
Ganzi has 39 immaterial cultural relics at province level, among which
six are at state level. There are Batang Xuanzi, a kind of local dances,
Tibetan medicine of southern school, Tibetan drawing of Gemagazi
school, Tibetan colorfully-painted stone inscriptions on Gesar, Tibetan
plate-printing technology of Dege Inscripture-printing House and the
epic on Gesar.

Ganzi’s tourist resources, being bright and colorful, enjoy
exceptional advantages. They form three excellent tourist regions,which
are the tourist circle around Mount Konka in eastern Kangba, the
excellent tourist zone of Shangri-La in southern Kangba and the tourist
zone relating to Gesar culture in northern Kangba. There, you can visit
a great deal of famous cultural spots, such as Kangding, the key town
along the ancient Tea—horse Road and the town of Chinese love songs;
the forest park of Hailuogou Glacier in Mount Konka; Luding,a famous
Chinese revolutionary town; Danba, a town of ancient watch-houses
and Tibetan villages and a beauty valley; Yading Daocheng, the spirit of
Shangri-La; Dege Inscripture-printing House, one of the three Tibetan
cultural centers; the hometown of King Gesar and Jiulong, a mysterious
place. Now, Ganzi’s tourist industry is developing rapidly and is
becoming a promising and newly-developing tourist shrine in Sichuan
Province. Ganzi is developing into a veritable sacred place of tourist
sightseeing, scientific exploration and eco-economic development.

Ganzi, the host, warmly welcome you. Our dear friends from afar,
let’s come to the hometown of Kangding love song, and to holly, pure

and beautiful Ganzi.
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