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Part I Spot Dictation
Exercises
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Directions: In this section, you will hear a passage of
about 120 words three times. The passage is printed on your
Answer Sheet with about 50 words missing. First, you will
hear the whole passage from the beginning to the end just to
get a general idea of it. Then, in the second reading, you
will hear a signal indicating the beginning of a pause after
each sentence, sometimes two sentences or just part of a
sentence. During the pause, you must write down the miss-
ing words you have just heard in the corresponding space on
the Answer Sheet. There is also a different signal indicating
the end of the pause. When you hear this signal, you must
get ready for what comes next from the recording. You can
check what you have written when the passage is read to

you once again without the pauses.

Passage 1

Christmas is really a wonderful time of the year, and
there is something in this holiday (1) '
. For myself, I love (2)
that can be seen everywhere. (3) _
with all the bright reds and

greens everywhere.
There’s another reason (4)

L )



__y a reason that we should all try to remember. (5)
LAt
Christmas, we all (6) s
we are all kind to each other ,and we all (7)
to each other (8)
. This is (9)

and we all {feel the better for it. (10)

if we could keep this spirit all

through the year.

Passage 2

Television, it is often said, keeps one informed about
current events, and allows one to follow the latest develop-

ments in science and politics. (1)

are brought right into one’s sitting

room. (2) the radio per-

forms this service just as well; but on television (3)

, much more real. Yet
(4) . The televi-
sion screen itself has a terrible, almost physical fascination

for us. We get so used to (5)

, so dependent on its flickering pictures, that it (8)

There are (7)

. The poor quality of its programmes is
(8 . But it is (9)
to many lonely elderly people. ] think we

must realize that (10) is nei-
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ther good nor bad. It is the uses to which it is put that deter-
mine its values to society.

Passage 3

Blue has always been my favorite color, and 1 think (1)

I have several reasons (2)

. First, it is a very soothing color and (3)
.How do people feel when they wake
up to a day (4) 7 Sad
and gloomy. But when the sky is a deep blue, (5)

Another reason (6)

is that it is the color of oceans and rivers and lakes
(7) . (8)
y | feel as though I were reborn.
I have also heard that in English, the term “true blue”
(9) . As T have (10)
» this

is one more reason for my liking blue so much.

Passage 4

There are so many advantages of being young that I
think it would take me several hours (1)
. However, I could list (2)

Firstly, one good thing about being young is that one
can (3)

.6'




Next in order, I think, is the fact that when one is
young, one’s mind is fresh and it is much easier (4)

Thirdly, one can (5)
, including some of the very strenuous ones, with-
out fear of (6)
that elderly people would have to fear. But this, of course,
(7)
. No matter how young a person may be, (8)
» he must be (9)
over-straining himself.
Yes, it’s truly wonderful (10)

I sometimes wish that I could always maintain

my youth and never grow old.
Passage §

In my opinion, it is not fair to measure a person’s
greatness only by the yardstick of social standing. When we
(1) , aren’t we forgetting

to consider the nobleness of his mind?
A man noble at heart can (2)

. He can never make cunning deals (3)

. He cannot topple others (4)

. However, such a man is often-

times branded (5)
. This is not fair. I have seen many people (6)

. There are

many around us who are not (7)

e 7 e



, or Nobel Prize winners, like

our own parents and some of our friends who are small peo-
ple indeed in our society. (8) , it
is these very people who have (9)

compassion, love and benevolence to all hu-
mankind in my heart. I would rather respect (10)

than the figures ex-

tolled in our history books.
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Directions: In this section, you will hear a passage of
about 120 words three times. The passage is printed on your
Answer Sheet with about 50 words missing. First, you will
hear the whole passage from the beginning to the end just to
get a general idea of it. Then, in the second reading, you
will hear a signal indicating the beginning of a pause after
each sentence, sometimes two sentences or just part of a
sentence. During the pause, you must write down the miss-
ing words you have just heard in the corresponding space on
the Answer Sheet. There is also a different signal indicating
the end of the pause. When you hear this signal, you must
get ready for what comes next from the recording. You can
check what you have written when the passage is read to
you once again without the pauses. "

Passage 1

Take our educational system for example, there is no
denying the fact that (1)

. We know that universities and colleges here

(2)

who are eager for admission. Many high
school students will be (3)

, which in fact is deemed by most people the
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doomsday of their future. We are forced (4)

to study in order to squeeze into (5)

, and this deprives
us of a lot of important things: the time and energy which

we could spend in order to (6)

; health, sometimes with-

out which (7)
and life which nobody except perhaps God (8)

. For what on earth are we (9)
? We’ve got (10)

which is forcing us to

squeeze ourselves into a very few universities and colleges.
Passage 2

Are animals intelligent? If they are, (1)

? These are not easy

questions to answer. No one is quite sure (2)

We often say that intelligence means (3)

. Some animals seem able to do

this. For example, dogs and cats often (4)

. To do this they have to

use their intelligence. (5)

. But many birds find their way over long

distances, too. (6)

every year when they move from cool to warmer coun-
tries. We do not know how they do this but we know (7)

. They do not re-
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member places and direction and (8)
. Young birds are able (9)
without help as soon as they can fly. (10)

. This is not intelligence. We

call this “instinct”.
Passage 3

The transport problem in Hong Kong has been growing
even more quickly than in other cities because in Hong Kong
there are (1)

. The population has been (2)

in recent years and now, as we know, Hong Kong
(3) . Very few cities in

the world are (4) . Since

1851 we have been reclaiming land from the sea (5)
and today it is difficult to imagine
(6) . But

over the years, reclamation schemes have been growing (7)

and today there are

few places remaining (8)

- The streets are becoming more and more crowded (9)
. The harbour is
one of the busiest in the world. Each day over six million

passengers (10)

in Hong Kong.
Passage 4

No one is sure where football first began. (1)



