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Preface

Get Ahead in Chinese is designed to help students achieve their potential as language learners,
enabling them to overcome the inherent complexity of Chinese and reach GCSE and equivalent

proficiency through a new approach to learning.
The distinctive features of this series of textbooks are:

The students are active participants in the language learning process, playing the main role in
exploring, discovering and practising the language. The teacher’s role is to support students by
providing examples of correct pronunciation, vocabulary and grammar, while assessing their

progress.

The students learn to use Chinese characters from the very first lesson; pinyin supports this process,
but is rapidly phased out. Vocabulary and grammar are built up systematically throughout the
book. Character practice and a high frequency of repetition ensure students to better recognize and
memorize Chinese characters. Students who follow this approach tend to move ahead of those who
stick with pinyin during the second year of study.

Get Ahead in Chinese systematically covers grammar and vocabulary and aims to enable the
student’s to communicate with Chinese about the things they find mutually interesting, to travel in
China as a tourist and to provide a basis for future study and employment.

From the first unit the learners develop all four language skills, listening, speaking, reading and
writing. Each unit contains three activities which reinforce learning points through realistic tasks,
topics and settings.

How to use this book:

Each task starts with listening. After listening to the recording of the text, the teacher should allow
students enough time to figure out the meaning of new vocabulary by themselves. Solutions to the
vocabulary exercise in the textbook are provided in the following recording.

Oral practice is important. Students should be encouraged to speak as much as they can.

The new characters in each character practice section are allowed to be photocopied and used as
flashcards.

The Compiler
March 2008
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Unit 1
Welcome il

In this unit you will learn:

e information about China, Chinese language, Chinese

characters, and Chinese pronunciation
e numbers 0 to 10
e how to write Chinese characters

Task1 China

Location and national flag

T China is located in East Asia, with Russia an({ Mongolia to the north, Pakis-
tan and India to the west, Thailand and Vietnam to the south, with Korea

and Japan to the east. The national flag has five stars on a red background.

—_— l—“:ﬁiﬁlllﬁ(
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The highest mountain in the world

Mount Everest, with a height of 8,844 metres (29,017 ft) is situated at the edge of the Ti-
betan Plateau (Qing-Zang Gaoyuan), on the border between Nepal and China.

China descends in elevation step by step from the west to the east. Mountains and hills
make up 69.4% of the total area, including 6 other mountain peaks reaching higher than
8,000 metres.
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Size of China

The total area of China is 9,596,960 sq km.
m Similar in size to the United States;
= About 40 times the size of the United Kingdom;
»  Sichuan, one province in central China which is famous for its spicy cuisine, is as
big as France with a population of more than 100 million.

Economic growth
The annual economic growth rate has stood at more than 7% since 1995.
Currency

The (?hinese currency is called Rgnminbi (RMB), - :
meaning “people’s currency”. Units of RMB are

popularly referred to as yuan. One pound is equal :
to about 14 yuan (2008). eremsene |

Ex. 1.1 Answer the following questions about China.

1. Name 4 neighbouring countries of China:
s and

2.  The colour of the national flag is . There are stars on it.

3. The highest mountain, Mount Everest, is metres tall, i.e. feet.
4.  What is the total area of China in sq km ?

5. What is the name of the Chinese currency? £100 can buy how many yuan at present?
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Task 2 Chinese language and cities

Chinese language

Chinese is one of the 5 working languages of the United Nations.

The national language is Putonghua (-£i# 4%, common speech) or Mandarin. This is
also called Guoyu ([H %) in the Taiwan area and Huayu (4£4%) in Singapore and Ma-
laysia. As a written language, Chinese has been in use for over 4,000 years.

Putonghua is used as a spoken language in more and more areas in China. Most people
who live in areas where different dialects are spoken can also understand Putonghua.

Southern Chinese have a long tradition of working overseas and Chinese immigrants
have built up Chinatowns around the world, such as those in London, Manchester, Los

Angeles, New York and Vancouver.

Cantonese is one of the local dialects of southern China and is widely used in overseas
Chinese communities. “Dim sum” is a typical Cantonese food.

As a working language in the United Nations, Chinese has the most users in the world.
About 1.5 billion people in the world speak Chinese.

Population and cities
China has about 22% of the total population of the world. Its population reached 1.3 bil-
lion in 2006. Eleven cities have a population of over 2 million, including Beijing, Shang-

hai and Hong Kong.

The following map shows some cities in China.

®




m (D) Beijing (1L %) is the capital of China and has many historic and scenic sites
attracting many visitors.

m (2 Shanghai (_E /%) is a major port and the biggest commercial city in China.

m (3 Tianjin (X /&) and @ Chongqing (& /%) are two cities that are also municipalities
directly under the central government.

m (5 Lasa (3% *), known as Lhasa, is the provincial capital of the Tibet Autonomous
Region at an altitude of 3,650 metres.

m (6 Dunhuang (ZX}2) was an important junction on the ancient Silk Road. This ancient
route from China to the Mediterranean has served as a highway for merchandise as well

as for religious and cultural ideas since the 5th century AD.

m (D Xianggang (7 #), known as Hong Kong, was governed by the United Kingdom
for about 100 years before it was handed back to China in 1997.

m @ Aomen (£ [7), known as Macao, was governed by Portugal, and was given back to
China in 1999.

Ex. 1.2 Questions about Chinese language and cities.

I A

The national language of China is

What is the most commonly used Chinese dialect in overseas Chinese towns?

The population of China is about

Name 4 big cities in China:

and

Have you been to China? If yes, tell the class about the cities you have visited.
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‘Task3 Chinese characters

Knowledge about Chinese characters

Chinese characters are used for written Chinese and have influenced the Japanese and
Korean scripts.

You can read a newspaper if you know 3,000 characters.

The sound of a Chinese character can vary in different dialects, but in each dialect it usu-
ally has the same meaning.

Some characters are pictograms, but in modern Chinese more than 80% of characters are
composed of one phonetic component and one meaning component.

In China’s mainland, simplified Chinese characters were introduced in 1956 to help
reduce mass illiteracy. They are widely used in China’s mainland, Singapore and overseas

Chinese communities.

Traditional characters are still used in Hong Kong and Taiwan.

The following are some of the ancient types of Chinese characters.
(a) Oracle Bone Script (1600 BC — 1046 BC)

(b) Bronze Script (1122 BC — 256 BC)

(c) Seal Script in the Qin Dynasty (221 BC — 206 BC)

Look at the table on page 6. You can see how the character “dragon” has gradually
evolved over 4,000 years from Oracle Script, to Bronze, to Bamboo, to Seal, to Clerk, to
Traditional, and to Simplified version.
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Ex. 1.3 Now, can you guess the meaning of the following characters?

Oracle

Today’s
character

Meaning

Oracle

Today’s
character

Meaning

. =) H 2. D A
| M| 4 :5; K
5. & X 6. § gl
7. $ ¥ 8. g %+
9. @ K 10. ‘& @

Chinese characters and their strokes

All Chinese characters are built up from basic strokes.

The simplest have only one stroke while the more complex characters can have more than
20 strokes.

The following table in Ex. 1.4 will show you how to write the strokes and how they are put
together to make different characters.
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Ex. 1.4 Stroke practice. Fill in the strokes in the boxes. Pay attention
to the direction.

@roke Direction Name As in ’ \
— ]
| | |
Jo ¥ : \
Q Dot K F Q Q S o ® Q
— i
— — Horizontal = — e e ey e e—

l U ' Vertical F .4

) j/ Curve left f]r_ x

I S————

N N Curveright | K 7K

=A7 Horizontal
3 j/ plus vertical H A j

;H
J
A\
7

J

|1
J )
ANAN
J I
: J]‘i Vertical |\ ﬂ ﬂ

K ) plus tick ‘ ﬂ J

Ex. 1.5 | Character practice. Copy the following characters 4 times each
on a piece of paper. Make sure you are following the stroke
orders the directions showing.

Today’s Oracle

Meaning character Script

!
> Left vertical stroke before top horizontal stroke '
— ’

mouth

I v

I o g
|
|
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» Centre vertical stroke last

middle

P> Left before right

L

female

Lk
Lk

people

» Bottom horizontal stroke last

son, boy




