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Euphemism?

Characters

....'....'.....Q..........‘.........ﬁ...

: George\' .
E T B e tudes SO R S s N Ry s s Aged tourist E
g " I AR N . RN .
; Narrator E
. .

..O...OC...O............“.....C...Q.Q.l..

Scene A

G: Nanjing Road is just fantastic® !

L: Don’t you think it’s rather crowded?

G: No, “crowded” is not the word to describe it; it’s animated®

L: Animated?

G: Or to put it more exactly, it’s hustling and bustling’ !

L: There are words of different shades of meaning® to describe a thing.
G: Yes, quite sure. Each time® I come here and stand at the corner of the

People’s Square, I can sce endless flows of people’ in all directions®.
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L: YCS? ‘ .

G: Morcover, from Monday through Sunday, most passage-walkers arc hur-

rying to and fro, as if any slower pace means a waste or loss.

L: | you know what the population of Shanghai is’?
G: No idea!
L. About nincteen million!
75 G: Wow! The whole population of Australia is but that large!
Narrator:  Just at the moment an old visitor comes over. In some nervous voice and with an anxious
look he speaks to Lin Li.
I, fangbian, fangbian?
T: Excuse me, could you do me a favor'®?
L: & Yes, afillican;
20 T: (Too nervous to ask a complete question) 1, fangbian', fangbian?
L.  (Shows the old visitor with sign language) Go fifty paces ahead, turn right, and you
won’t miss it.
T: Thanks, thanks.
G: Lin, what docs he mean by “fangbian”?
25 L: Where to pec'*?
G: Fangbian! Ah, it’s Chinese cuphemism for pee.
L: = Yes. Oh, no. Fangbian refers to both dabian and xiaobian'



G: “Da” plus “xia0” makes “fang”, that’s square!

L: Understand?

G: No, it’s far too difficult. How can “big” plus “small” makes “square”? This Chi- 30
nese cuphemism is beyond me'®! No, no, no. In English we just say “To answer
the call®)”

L: Or where is WC'"?

G: No, not WC. It’s too old.

L: Then, toilet? 35

G: No, not very much. We use washroom or restroom'®, instcad.

Scene B

Narrator:  While Lin Li is teaching George Chinese, George teaches Lin Li English in return”. They

B

%

help each other and become very good classmates and companions. One day Lin Li’s Mum de -
cides to invite George to dinner at home.

How is George?

Lin Li, how’s George? it 40
Mum, your question is too general.

I mean, how is his Chinesc now?

It’s but so so. Besides, his Chinese is too formal®

Why not invite him to dinner and let him practice some spoken Chinese?

Ah, it never occurred to me ... Thanks, Mum.
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70

75

Narrator:  7he next day the two meet in the classroom.

L:

A

2

S

L i e 2

You're making progress fast, George.

In what respect” ?

Chinese, of course.

But I think my Chinese is still quite limited®”. Say, one day I was having dinner at
a restaurant. The beautiful names of dishes made my head dizzy. When a very well
cooked chicken was served, the waiter said in English, “A Chicken without sexual
life!”

So funny! That name for the chicken is Chinglish! It is actually “Tong zi ji”,
meaning “not hen, or rooster, but chicken”!

Another time, the menu mentioned “Windy Chicken”, “Drunk Chicken” and
“Beggar’s Chicken”; I got puzzled at those strange chicken names.

Ah, now Mum wants to invite you to dinner. You can enjoy typical Chinese food
and, most importantly, you can learn spoken Chinese in the meantime.

Ah, it’s beyond expectation. But ...

But what?

I'm kept busy recently. I have term paper, report of social survey, and lots of oth-
cr paperwork to finish by the end of the month.

You still can spare some time.

When?

Ha, of course, any time you feel “fangbian.”

When I ... “fangbian”... Don’t play any practical joke on me® , Lin!

You do not have to feel nervous. It’s bianfan*, and you just feel at home.

Hey, man, don’t pull my leg”. Fangbian, bianfan ...

Oh, I'sce. I'm terribly sorry, George. Literally®, “fangbian” means “at your con-

venience? ”

» and “bianfan” is “an informal meal”.

Gosh! My dearest friend: Teach me new expressions in the context® , please.
Yes, yes. I quite agree with you, George. I'll never speak Chinese with

you using new words out of the context® |

I see why Chinese is regarded as the most difficult language in the world!

HEEND
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1. euphemism / 'jufimizem / n. ZHiiE
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Wi,

2. fantastic / feen'teestik / adj. T AFRE FHY4TF excellent, 28& X iA)

3. animated / 'senmmertid / adj. SN

4. hustling and bustling FEEE#E#E 1)
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do sb. a favor HH A (owe sb. a favor ME K “ KEAN—ME™

fangbian [JUESHH 17 (#

pee / pit / v. [ZEWHiiE |/ME

refer to F8 AR, LI

dabian and xiaobian [ P& P | KM A/ME

beyond me FEFRJ1 Frfig K GE B “XFIRAKVERHMET”)

To answer the call [ Z@iig | LT, A& (GEEPLE: A “To answer the call of na-
ture.”)

WC IHR3EE , 48 water closet, i14-25 50 E A BB “ U0 5, W b R A,
o 2 %k .

washroom, restroom FJ B “YEF-8]” , BLAE 15 % A

in return YER B, )ad ok

formal / 'formal / adj. ERAEFEIERX M) :informal)

respect / ris'pekt / n. 7T QAL respect 23 “REAL”, &40, TEHLLE)y
I, 7] i in some respects)

limited / 'limitid / adj. AR, EEKGEREEHCIOE SRR, /] LIt : My
English is limited. )

play any practical joke on sb. X% AEAER

bianfan [PUEPFE IER GX ik George HL"“ 7 87 i) “fd A1 K/ M () “ (7 B B T
)

pull one’s leg () FFH A B, FEHAN

literally / 'litoralr / adv. ZHFHb, 1 _FH

at one’s convenience J{E , 755 A 77 {8 [ B4

in the context 7 L F 3CH (context B BJE“TEIE”, WIRFE” 1 T30

out of the context i T3
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Line 28 George {13 /f] i 2 BIh 32 i b %A 5581 1 “ KAME” AR 0] AR =4 3
TR BRI T E” 1T ARG TUART B, 557 0“7 [) “ A /DM g 5 S 7 [
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Line 40 3y EF3R A1 5 BRI K EMR XY,

Line 50 George 1EiX—Btifi RE R M H 24“Chinglish” ) Z E#H , A & —1 52
WeHH 55 () /1 B A A

. Line 52 1§ a chicken without sexual life, B P 2 B2 . “— HBEAS AT 387,

BB,

Line 55 E£X¥EIE“AX”H rooster,
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G NI MO E % R (3 P A A
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I Did It

Characters

....‘.‘..‘...C....O.................ﬁ.'..

inpteteecaes. cossosvese S S g Tom\.

M SRR RO - Mrs. Jackson, Tom’s Mum
Je  coiiiiiiiiiisisevseaanish Jerry, Tom’s classmate
JU ceeiiiiiiiiiiniai. -+=+ Judy, Tom’s classmate
S e -+=+++- Mrs. Stone, the history teacher
| ) B P T e Py ceeeees  School dean’

j sesssssescsssssssanss Mr.jackson’ Tom’s Dad

2T 0B S TR VD EEE S TOT TR SR ey
PST S TP SO PP O P T OO OO PSS

Narrator

.O..‘.....Q‘-.............'..‘............

M: Tom,your rollers’ are here!

T: Why rollers, Mum?

M: The school bus was duc® at 7 o’clock here. But it is 7:15 now.
T: (Puzzled) I've missed the school bus.

M

:  You can ride to school on your rollers, Tom.
T: Oh, my!

Narrator:  When Tom reaches school, the first period a math class is over.




Scene A

Je: Hi, you're playing truant* again, Tom?

Ju:  You’ll have to face the music’®.

T: What arc you talking about? . 70

Je:  We'll have algebra test tomorrow.

Ju:  The whole first three chapters were reviewed in the morning, and they will be the
target of the test, mind you®!

Je:  You’ve missed the revision” |

T: Tll be ruined®, then? 15

Je: It all depends’.

Narrator:  So all the morning and the afternoon, Tom is worrying about a proper excuse for not
Laking that terrible math test. When he arrives home he becomes less upset as he has found out
ore.

T: Mum! & 20
M: Yes?

T: I seem to have had a headache. : :
M: This morning you were sound as a nut'  What has happened to you?
T: Idon’t know, Mum. y :
M

:  Okay, let me take your temperature first.
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Narrator: As Mum goes avay for just a few minutes, Tom puts the meter "' into a cup of
warm water, and then puts it back into his mouth.

Mum, it’s almost five minutes. Can I take it out?

T
M: Don’t touch it. Let me have a look. Ah, it rcads” 39 degrees.
¥
M

30

No wonder®™ I feel so hot all the afternoon.
Take the pills first and then you must drink plenty of water. If it does not go
down, I'll take you to the doctor’s.

T. -And as for™...

M: TI'll ask for sick lcave™ for you as well.

35 Norrator:  So, Tom pretends to be only partly recovered the next morning. Thus he successfully
escapes that test. But soon after the math test, comes the history test. Now, as Tom is Judy’s
desk-mate, he decides to peep ' at Judy’s answer sheet. Tom has very good eyesight, while Mrs.
Stone, the history teacher, is badly near-sighted.

T: IfI was not caught red-handed’, I would be sure to make a narrow escape’® once

40 morc.

Scene C

Narrator:  Soon the test is over.

S: Tom, you got nothing for your history test.
T: What! It’s impossible! You found a lot of wrong answers in my answer sheet,
didn’t you, Mrs. Stone?



