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PREFACE

The World Exposition is a wonderful showcase for participating countries to
display their achievements in social, economic, technological, as well as
cultural development. In the past century and a half, with ever-growing
richness and increased variety in both form and content, it has been filled with
the dream of and pursuit for a bright future for human life. It has represented
man’s ideal to promote social prosperity and progress by means of the
development of science, technology and civilization. The records of the World
Exposition are the truthful presentation of the history of internationalization
and modernization of the nations. More than just a platform and a symbol of
civilization, the World Exposition has become an arena in which the
participants have manifested their overall state power, while over the past few

decades it has become an accelerator of economic development for its hosts.

For the Chinese people, the World Exposition gives access to the world, At
the very first World Expo held in London in 1851, Xu Rongcun, a Shanghai-
based merchant, exhibited silk products with his Rong’s brand and won a gold
medal. Between then and the first part of the 20th century, Chinese
participants appeared in a nurmnber of World Expositions. With the participation
of its people, exhibits and their underlying Chinese culture, the World Expo
has witnessed endless efforts to better mutual understanding between China
and the rest of the world. Since 1982 when China joined the World Exposition
again, the People’s Republic has participated in 12 Expositions, and in 1999

China successfully hosted the Kunming International Horticultural Exposition.

In December 2002, China won the bid for the 2010 World Expo. We believe
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this to be a landmark step in the process of integrating China with the rest of
the world; and an opportunity to show the world a more open China. The
Chinese government and people are making full preparation for the World Expo
with proactive attitude and tremendous enthusiasm, We are very confident we
will provide the most successful, brilliant and unforgettable World Expo ever
held, on both sides of the Huangpu River. Tapping into valuable information
about World Expositions is a critical step in preparing the 2010 Shanghai World
Expo. Consequently, Shanghai Library and the Institute of Scientific and
Technical Information of Shanghai established the Shanghai World Expo
Information Center in January 2003. Experiences in documentation and
knowledge navigation enable the Center to do its utmost to publicize, study,

support and eventually participate in the 2010 Shanghai World Expo.

Documents related to the World Expo are scattered in various locations around
the world, spread over a long period of time and published in many languages.
For this reason, the Center decided to publish the World Expo Book Series in
Chinese, the language most widespread in the world. The Book Series will
include a compilation of selected documents and articles, as well as publication
of new works, in order to help Chinese people learn from the experiences, and

promote the ideals and the spirit of the World Exposition, According to the

N

_E% plan, the Series will contain studies on all aspects of the World Expo,
:I including picture books and other reference works, either translated or in
; original form. We hope that the World Expo Book Series will not only provide
:I ready guidance for those who are, or will be serving directly the Shanghai
i World Expo, but will also be a ready pool of knowledge for people from all
:: walks of life who wish to know more about the World Expo and share in its
I: rich historical resources and achievements.
|
:: World Expo Book Series
:I Editorial Committee
} May 2003
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