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HARVARD UNIVERSITY

LYMAN LABORATORY OF PHYSICS

DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS
CAMBRIDGE. MASSACHUSETTS 02138

November 30, 1987

Professor Zhang Sanhui
Department of Physics

Tsinghua University

Beijing 100084

The People”s Republic of China

Dear Professor Zhang:

Your letter of November 8 pleases me more than I can say, not only for
your very kind remarks about my book, but for the welcome news that a growing
number of physics teachers in China are finding the approach to magnetism
through relativity enlightening and useful. That is surely to be credited to
your own teaching, and also, I would surmise, to the high quality of your
students. It is gratifying to learn that my book has helped to promote this
development .

I don”t know whether you have seen the second edition of my book,
published about three years ago. A copy is being mailed to you, together with
a copy of the Problem Solutions Manual. I shall be eager to hear your opinion
of the changes and additions, the motivation for which is explained in the new
Preface. May I suggest that you inspect, among other passages you will be
curious about, pages 170-171. The footnote about Leigh Page repairs a
regrettable omission in my first edition. When I wrote the book in 1963 I was
unaware of Page’s remarkable paper. I did not think my approach was original
—- far from it —- but I did not take time to trace its history through earlier
authors. As you now share my preference for this strategy I hope you will

iain me in mentioning Page”s 1912 paper when suitable opportunities arise.

Your remark about printing errors in your own book evokes my keenly felt
sympathy. In the first printing of my second edition we found about 50
errors, some serious! The copy you will receive is from the third printing,
which still has a few errors, noted on the Errata list enclosed in the book.
There is an International Student Edition in paperback. I°m not sure what
printing it duplicates.

The copy of your own book has reached my office just after I began this
letter! I hope my shipment will travel as rapidly. It will be some time
before I shall be able to study your book with the care it deserves, so I
shall not delay sending this letter of grateful acknowledgement.

Sincerely yours,
Edward M. Purcell
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