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Preface

Recently,small and medium-sized enterprises rely on their large quantity,wide
distributed in the surface,have played an extremely important role in socio-economic
development. It is gengrally agreed among international community of economics and
academy that, SMBs will play the leading role in economic development of the 21st
century. Since 1990s, with the intensification of international economic integration and
new economic revolution, developed countries have all taken measures to support the
development and study of SMBs. China, as the greatest developing country in the world,
SMBs have a more prominent standing and role. Summarizing every expert s suggestion,
it carries great meaning in discussing small and medium-sized enterprises.

Since the First West Lake International Conference on Small and Medium Business
(WLICSMB) which was successfully held in 1999, the preparation for Annual WLICSMB
has got the strong and wide interests and supports from small and medium-sized enterprises
at home and abroad, academic circles and governments in the different levels. Until
November of 2004, we have already held six WLICSMBs.

The participants for this Conference are managers, academic scholars and officials,
who prepared papers with their own opinions, from over 10 different countries and regions
in the world. Parts of papers are collected in this conference proceeding for discussion.
I’ m sure that the discussion based on those papers will approach the hot issues on SMB
and result in a constructive conclusion.

We do hope the sixth WLICSMB will promote the exchange and co-operation
among academic circles and small and medium-sized enterprises in the world for the SMB
sustainable development. This collection of thesis includes a part among them, in order to

offer to the masses of readers.

Prof. Wu Tianzu
Chairman of WLICSMB® 2004
Oct.18th, 2004
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