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Preface

| take great pleasure in hearing that the new collection of the paintings by Mr. YU Zhongbao
is to be published. | am so delighted to write this preface to his new publication.

Being a painter with tireless pursuit of art, Mr. YU has an intense fondness for art from his
childhood . His artistic passion owes much to his inborn gift of painting. In his young days, the
imperceptible influence by his family and systematic art education provide a strong base for his
professional painting career. As his works were enrolled and won prizes in the Sino—Australian
Youth Fine Arts Exhibition, the Second and the Third Shanghai Youth Arts Exhibition and the Arts
Exhibition in Celebration of the 40th Anniversary of Shanghai Liberation, Mr. YU began to emerge
on the art scene and distinguished himself .

As a Chinese artist of Western painting, the works of Mr. YU are featured with distinct
Chinese elements reflecting his immense erudition of Chinese culture. In addition, his works
embrace a plurality of traditional Chinese and Western painting theories and showcase his profound
cultivation and solid foundation of oil painting. The art pieces describe the characteristics of diverse
regions, cultures and peoples in a versatile and accurate manner. The expression and state of mind
of the figures are perfectly interwoven into the fabric of the sacred and graceful nature. Intrigued
by the vividness of this artistic endeavor, one may also enjoy the aftertaste by his paintings which
depict either Chinese local landscapes in Jiangnan, Yunnan and Tibet or exotic scenes in Europe,
Amrica and Southeast Asia.

The art pieces of Mr. YU give expression to the admiration for life and enthusiasm for the
living. From his unique perspective, he endows the nature with animation, by virtue of the
enjoyment of nature, the understanding and appreciation of life, and thus makes the human figures
most vivid in the context of nature. Maybe this serves as the reason why the works of Mr. YU
successfully advance with the times and always remain everlasting.

While appreciating the works of Mr. YU Zhongbao, we perceive not only the magnificent
mountains and gracefully slender figures, but also his passionate pursuit of painting. In essence, his

heart is burning with spiritual fervor of art.

ZHOU Hanmin
Vice Chairman, Shanghai Committee of CPPCC
Deputy Director General , Bureau of Shanghai World Expo Coordination
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