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The Fortunes and Misfortunes of the Famous
Moll Flanders( Excerpt )

As soon as she was gone, he related the whole story to me of the
discourse his brother had about me, and his concern about it, which was
the reason of his contriving this visit. [ assured him I had never opened
my mouth, either to his brother, or to any body else: I told him the
dreadful exigence I was in; that my love to him, and his offering to
have me forget that affection,and remove it to another, had thrown me
down;and that I had a thousand times wish’d I might dye rather than
recover, and to have the same circumstances to struggle with as 1 had
before. I added that I foresaw that, as soon as I was well, I must quit
the family, and that as for marrying his brother, I abhor’d the thoughts
of it,after what had been my case with him,and that he might depend
upon it I would never see his brother again upon that subject;that if he
would break all his vows and oaths and engagements with me, be that
between his conscience and himself, but he should never be able to say
that I who he had persuaded to call myself his wife,and who had given
him the liberty to use me as a wife, was not as faithful to him as a wife
ought to be, whatever he might be to me.

He was going to reply,and had said that he was sorry I could not
be perswaded, and was a going to say more, but he heard his sister a
coming,and so did I3and yet I forced out these few words as a reply,
that I could never be perswaded to love one brother and marry the oth-
er. He shook his head, and said, Then I am ruin’d, meaning himself;
and that moment his sister enter’d the room, and told him she could
not find the flute. Well, says he merrily, this laziness won’t do; so he
gets up and goes himself to look for it, but comes back without it too,
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not but that he could have found it, but he had no mind to play;and,
besides, the errand he sent his sister on was answer’ d another way; for
he only wanted to speak to me, which he had done, tho’ not much to
his satisfaction.

[ had however a great deal of satisfaction in having spoken my
mind to him in freedom, and with such an honest plainness, as I have
related;and tho’ it did not at all work the way I desired, that is to say,
to oblige the person to me the more, yet it took from him all possibility
of quitting me but by a downright breach of honour,and giving up all
the faith of a gentleman which he had so often engaged by, never to a-
bandon me, but to make me his wife as soon as he came to his estate.

[t was not many weeks after this before I was about the house a-
gain, and began to grow well;but I continued melancholly and retir’d,
which amaz’d the whole family,except he that knew the reason of it;
yet it was a great while before he took any notice of it,and I,as back-
ward to speak as he, carried as respectfully to him, but never offer’d to
speak a word that was particular of any kind whatsoever;and this con-
tinued for sixteen or seventeen weeks, so that as I expected every day
to be dismiss’d the family,on account of what distaste they had taken
another way,in which I had no guilt, I expected to hear no more of this
gentleman, after all his solemn vows, but to be ruin’d and abandon’d.

At last I broke the way my self in the family for my removing; for
being talking seriously with the old lady one day about my own eircum-
stances,and how my distemper had left a heaviness upon my spirits, the
old lady said, I am afraid, Betty, what I have said to you about my son
has had some influence upon you,and that you are melancholly on his
account; pray will you let me know how the matter stands with you
both, if it may not be improper? For as for Robin, he does nothing but
rally and banter when I speak of it to him. Why, truly, madam, said I,
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that matter stands as I wish it did not,and I shall be very sincere with
you in it, whatever befalls me. Mr. Robert has several times propos’d
marriage to me,which is what I had no reason to expect, my poor cir-
cumstances consider’ d; but I have always resisted him, and that per-
haps in terms more positive than became me, considering the regard
that T ought to have for every branch of your family. But, said I,
madam, [ could never so far forget my obligations to you, and all your
house, to offer to consent to a thing which [ knew must needs be dis-
obliging to you,and have positively told him that | would never enter-
tain a thought of that kind, unless I had your consent,and his father’s
also, to whom I was bound by so many invincible obligations.

And is this possible, Mrs. Betty? says the old lady. Then you have
been much juster to us than we have been to you; for we have all
look”d upon you as a kind of a snare to my son; and I had a proposal to
make you for your removing for fear of it;but I had not yet mention’d
it to you, because [ was afraid of grieving you too much, least it should
throw you down again, for we have a respect for you still, tho’ not so
much as to have it be the ruin of my son. But if it be as you say, we
have all wrong’d you very much.

As to the truth of what I say, madam,said I, [ refer to your son
himself;if he will do me any justice, he must tell you the story just as |
have told it.

Away goes the old lady to her daughters, and tells them the whole
story,just as [ had told it her,and they were surpris’d at it, you may
be sure, as I believ’ d they would be; one said she could never have
thought it, another said Robin was a fool; a third said she would not be-
lieve a word of it,and she would warrant that Robin would tell the sto-
ry another way. But the old lady, who was resolv’d to go to the bottom

of it, before I could have the least opportunity of acquainting her son
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with what had pass’d, resolv’d too that she would talk with her son
immediately,and to that purpose sent for him, for he was gone but to a
lawyer’s house in the town,and upon her sending he returned immedi-
ately.

Upon his coming up to them, for they were all together, Sit
down, Robin, says the old lady, I must have some talk with you. With
all my heart, madam, says Robin, looking very merry, I hope it is about
a good wife, for I am at a great loss in that affair. How can that be?
says his mother, did you not say you resolv’d to have Mrs. Betty? Ay,
madam, says Robin, but there is one that has forbid the banns. Forbid
the banns? who can that be? Even Mrs. Betty herself, says Robin.
How so? says his mother; have you ask’d her the question then? Yes
indeed , madam, says Robin, | have attack’d her in form five times since
she was sick,and am beaten off : the jade is so stout,she won’t capitu-
late, nor yield upon any terms, except such as I can’t effectually grant.
Explain your self,says the mother, for I am surpris’d; I do not under-
stand you, I hope you are not in earnest.

Why, madam, says he, the case is plain enough upon me, it ex-
plains itself ;she won’ t have me, she says. Is not that plain enough? I
think ’tis plain, and pretty rough too. Well, but, says the mother, you
talk of conditions that you cannot grant; what, does she want a settle-
ment? Her joynter ought to be according to her portion;what does she
bring? Nay,as to fortune, says Robin, she is rich enough; ] am satisfied
in that point;but ’tis I that am not able to come up to her terms, and
she is positive she will not have me without.

Here the sisters put in: Madam, says the second sister, tis impos-
sible to be serious with him, he will never give a direct answer to any-
thing; you had better let him alone, and talk no more of it, you know
how to dispose of her out of his way. Robin was a little warm’d with
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his sister’ s rudeness, but he was even with her presently. There are
two sorts of people, madam, says he, turning to his mother, that there is
no contending with, that is,a wise body and a fool; ’tis a little hard I
should engage with both of them together.

The younger sister then put in: We must be fools indeed, says she,
in my brother’s opinion, that he should make us believe he has serious-
ly ask’d Mrs. Betty to marry him,and she has refus’d him.

Answer, and answer not, says Solomon, reply’ d her brother.
When your brother had said that he had ask’d her no less than five
times, and that she positively denied him, methinks a younger sister
need not question the truth of it, when her mother did not. My moth-
er,you see,did not understand it, says the second sister. There’s some
difference, says Robin, between desiring me to explain it,and telling me
she did not believe it.

Well, but, son, says the old lady, if you are disposed to let us into
the mystery of it, what were these hard conditions? Yes, madam, says
Robin, I had done it before now,if the teazers here had not worried me
by way of interruption. The conditions are, that I bring my father and
you to consent to it,and without that she protests she will never see me
more upon that head; and the conditions, as | said, I suppose 1 shall
never be able to grant. | hope my warm sisters will be answer’d now,
and blush a little.

This answer was surprising to them all, tho’ less to the mother,
because of what I had said to her. As to the daughters, they stood mute
a great while; but the mother said with some passion, Well, I heard this
before,but I could not believe it, but if it is so, then we have all done
Betty wrong,and she has behav’d better than I expect’d. Nay, says the
eldest sister, if it is so,she has acted handsomely indeed. I confess, says
the mother, it was none of her fault if he was enough fool to take a fan-
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cy to her;but to give such an answer to him shows more respect to us
than I can tell how to express; [ shall value the girl the better for it,as
long as I know her. But I shall not, says Robin, unless you will give
your consent. I’ 1l consider of that a while, says the mother; I assure
you, if there were not some other objections, this conduct of hers would
go a great way to bring me to consent. I wish it would go quite thro’
with it,says Robin;if you had as much thought about making me easy
as you have about making me rich, you would soon consent to it.

Why, Robin, says the mother again, are you really in earnest?
Would you fain have her? Really, madam,says Robin, I think ’tis hard
you should question me again upon that head; I won’t say that I will
have her;how can I resolve that point, when you see I cannot have her
without your consent? But this [ will say, ] am earnest that I will nev-
er have any body else,if I can help it;Betty or no body is the word, and
the question which of the two shall be in your breast to decide, madam,
provided only that my good humour’d sisters here may have no vote
in it.

All this was dreadful to me, for the mother began to yield, and
Robin press’d her home in it. On the other hand, she advised with the
eldest son,and he used all the arguments in the world to persuade her
to consent;alledging his brother’s passionate love for me,and, my gen-
erous regard to the family in refusing my own advantages upon such a
nice point of honour,and a thousand such things. And as to the father,
he was a man in a hurry of publick affairs and getting money, seldom at
home, thoughtful of the main chance, but left all those things to his
wife.

You may easily believe that when the plot was thus, as they
thought, broke out, it was not so difficult,or so dangerous, for the elder
brother, who no body suspected of anything, to have a freer access than
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before. Nay, the mother, which was just as he wished, propos’d it to
him to talk with Mrs. Betty. It may be, son,said she, you may see far-
ther into the thing than I;and see if she has been so positive as Robin
says she has been,or no. This was as well as he could wish,and he,as it
were, yielding to talk with me at his mother’s request, she brought me
to him into her own chamber, told me her son had some business with
me at her request, and then she left us together, and he shut the door
after her.

He came back to me,and took me in his arms and kiss’d me very
tenderly ; but told me it was now come to that crisis, that [ should make
my self happy or miserable as long as 1 liv’d;that if I could not comply
to his desire, we should both be ruin’d. Then he told me the whole sto-
ry between Robin,as he call’d him,and his mother, and his sisters, and
himself, as above. And now dear child, says he, consider what it will be
to marry a gentleman of a good family, in good circumstances, and with
the consent of the whole house,and to enjoy all that the world can give
yousand what, on the other hand, to be sunk into the dark circum-
stances of a woman that has lost her reputation; and that tho’ I shall be
a private friend to you while I live, yet as I shall be suspected always, so
you will be afraid to see me,and I shall be afraid to own you.

He gave me no time to reply, but went on with me thus: What has
happened between us, child, so long as we both agree to do so,may be
buried and forgotten: I shall always be your sincere friend, without any
inclination to nearer intimacy, when you become my sister;and we shall
have all the honest part of conversation without any reproaches be-
tween us of having done amiss. [ beg of you to consider it, and do not
stand in the way of your own safety and prosperity. And to satisfy you
that I am sincere, added he, I here offer you five hundred pounds to
make you some amends for the freedoms I have taken with you, which
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