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Abstract; In the past years, some empirical studies of the discriminative
validity of the Chinese Proficiency Test ( HSK) revealed that
many items more highly correlate with other subtest(s) than the
one they belong to. This has even led researchers to question
the measurability of some variables and the theoretical basis for
the construct definition of the test. The present study is the first
attempt to improve the discriminative validity of HSK. It is real-
ized by the following two main procedures. The first is to add an
approach verifying the item-interior construct validity to the ex-

isting item analysis system of HSK. Accordingly, a new parame-
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ter named " the lowest correlated difference" is added to the i-
tem property parameters. The second is to modify the item se-
lecting criterions. Under the direction of new criterions, the i-
tems that have high coefficients on " the lowest correlated differ-

ence" have the priority to be selected.
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