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Charming Linyi, the hometown of Sage of Calligraphy

Preface

Linyi abounds with natural resources and has produced a galaxy of talents, taking the magic
power of Mount Meng and the supernatural spirit of the Yihe River. That has proved the saying:
“Langya (another name of Linyi) is a picturesque ancient town in South Shandong, a place that has
produced numerous talents”. First, Zhuge Liang (181-234, prime minister of Shu Han during the
Three Kingdoms) became famous far and wide for long; Then, “Two Wangs” (Wang Xizhi and
Wang Xianzhi, father and son, both were great calligraphers.) marked top of calligraphy. Wang
Xiang lying on ice to melt ice in order to catch carp for his stepmother defined the essence of filial
piety. The great men of letters who remained loyal to the last became the monument of the country.
Countless outstanding talents in the ancient times and nowadays twinkle like stars in the Milky
Way.

Few people do not know the name of Wang Xizhi -- the Sage of Calligraphy. However, people
who do not know Linyi is the hometown of the Sage of Calligraphy are numerous. Still more are
people who know Linyi is the hometown of the Sage of Calligraphy but have not been to Linyi to
pay their homage to him. Even more are people who have been to Linyi to pay homage but had a
short visit and have not been able to tour it bit by bit in detail retaining regrets for different
reasons. Therefore, the Administrative Offices of the relics and tourist attractions have published
a picture album, which includes both high-quality pictures and narrations. It has been regarded as
a key project to offset the regrets of the tourists. When tourists read this album, they will get to
know the local geography and allusions in detail, understand the charm of the mountains and
rivers, trace the origin of architecture, have a command of knowledge of today by visiting historic
sites and also combine personal experience with a famous historic site. This is truly a wonderful
work.

Enthusiastically I read and admired the picture album -- Former Residence of Wang Xizhi
photographed and compiled by Mr. Fu Yingdong. Although I have not been to the sacred place to
pay my homage personally, I have a clear-cut profile of the sacred place. Thus, this book can make
up for the regret not only of those who have made a brief visit of Linyi but also of those who have
not visited it for numerous reasons.

Fu, born in Linyi in 1966, is a young photographer of great achievements, State Level I
photographer. 2007 saw the naming of Fu “Chief Technician of Linyi” by Linyi Municipal
People’s Government. Quite a number of his works have been published in papers and periodicals
and have won him many prizes. Fu has a strong passion for the Former Residence of Wang Xizhi.
Since 2002, he has searched for the inner beauty of the Former Residence amongst corridors and
pavilions, stone tablets and the winding river, and has taken tens of thousands of photos, braving
cold or sunshine, from which he selected 120 plus high quality photos and gave them narrations.
That is how this album came into being. |

I'have a passion for both calligraphy and photography. Nevertheless, I have not caught hold of
the approach for lack of knowledge and intelligence. I take the liberty of writing this preface. Poor
as it 1s, my homage to Sage of Calligraphy and my gratitude to Fu are sincere.

Mo Yan
June 4, 2008
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B e

Wang Xizhi (303-361AD), styled Yishao, assumed name Danzhai, is a native of Linyi Langya (present-day Linyi,
Shandong Province). Later he moved to Shanyin (present-day Shaoxing, Zhejiang Province). He served as Right Army
Commander and an imperial officer at Kuaiji in the Eastern Jin Dynasty. He was a famous calligrapher of the Eastern Jin
Dynasty and has been revered as “Sage of Calligraphy”. Wang Xianzhi, one of his sons was a notable calligrapher. They were
therefore referred to as the “Two Wangs”. Wang Ningzhi, another son of his, served as Left Army Commander. As Wang
Xizhi served as Right Army Commander, he was traditionally referred to as “Right Army Commander Wang”, “Kuaiji
Wang”. His representative works include: On Yueyi and Huang Ting Classics of regular script, Shi Qi Tie of running script, Yi
Mu Tie, Kuai Xue Shi Qing Tie, Sang Luan Tie of running script, especially the Preface to the Poems Composed at the Orchid
Pavilion is referred to as the “No. 1 running script under heaven”.

The Former Residence of Wang Xizhi is located at the east end of Yanchi Jie in Linyi City and extends to Lanshan Lu on
the north. Covering a total area of 80 mu, it is a key venue for presentation of the long history and culture of the old Langya
and Wang Xizhi ’s achievements in calligraphy and for promotion of cultural exchange between China and foreign countries.

1989 saw the reconstruction of the Former Residence of Wang Xizhi launched by Linyi Municipal People’s Government.
Major scenery spots include the Inkstone Washing Pond, the Book Air-Drying Platform, Langya Academy, Stele Corridor,
etc. In April, 2002, to mark the 1700th anniversary of birth of Wang Xizhi, Linyi City Committee of the CPC and Linyi City
Government decided to raise funds for the refurbishment and extension of the Former Residence of Wang Xizhi, which
included the refurbishment of the Memorial Temple of Right Army Commander Wang, Memorial Temple of Five Virtuous
Persons, Memorial Temple of Zuogong, the Jiliu Stone Tablet, the Tablet of Emperor Qianlong’s poem on Memorial Temple
of Five Virtuous Persons in Langya, the big and small drawings of the Orchid Pavilion, to list a few. Among others, the
natural scenery spot “The sunset glow in Pervading Light Temple”, the best of the Eight Scenery Spots of Langya was
restored in the Hall of Sakyamuni of Pervading Light Buddhist Temple. The newly built old style architectures and garden
projects such as Painting & Calligraphy Garden, Drinking in succession from the goblet floating down the
stream, Clear Day Teahouse and the Rock Garden were completed on the occasion of the opening of the first
Calligraphy Sage Cultural Festival on October 16, 2003.
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The green pillow drops its long leaves reflecting the green water, the winter jasmine blosoms in the warm air.
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With green cloud and blue sky the summer is quite long, the grass veranda and water pavilion are just good places for enjoying the cool.
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Inkstone Washing Pond

Inkstone Washing Pond is also called Brush Damping Pond. In his childhood, Wang Xizhi damped his brush and
washed his inkstone in the pond, as turned the water black. Therefore, there is a story which says that the “water of the
pond has been dyed black in its entirety”.

An allusion says the toads in the Inkstone Washing Pond are mute. It is said that Wang Xizhi practiced handwriting
extremely diligently. He practiced handwriting at night by the pond. And the toads in the pond kept croaking, as
disturbed Wang Xizhi pretty much. “Stop croaking, I am practicing handwriting.” Wang said loudly to the toads.
Strange enough, the toads in the pond stopped croaking ever after.

The spots of red leaves reflect the green water, the autumn wind sends comfort.
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The green water has congealed into emerald, white snow sculptured out the jade baluster.
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