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A Grammatical Study on the
Text of Excavated Materials of the Warring States

The present book is 2 comprehensive research on several functional items in
AC (Archaic Chinese) syntax. Items discussed in this book include temporal
expression, conjunct constituent and negative form. Discussions mainly focus on
pairs of words used differently in excavated materials of different periods and/or
different areas in the Warring States. Efforts are made to look for clews that
reveal details of lexical competitions and the consequent changes of expressions. In
doing so, the author aims at bringing light to some aspects of the mechanism of
AC syntax’s development.

It is well known that syntax experienced some substantial changes in late AC.
Afterwards, a couple of new forms of structures came into being. So far,
explanations given to this event have formed two major theories. One contains a
speculation based on comparative researches between Chinese and other languages
outside Chinese area. It believes that some syntactical changes in EMC ( Early
Middle Chinese) were made by the influences of the neighboring languages. The
other one is more likely to be appreciated, and it has been well represented by the
research of “grammaticalization” in AC and EMC syntax. A good example could
be the analysis of the origin of “perfect aspect” suffix “le”(T) in EMC;

Some linguists tend to think that the ending “le” was created by the
translation of the Buddhism classics. In order to precisely indicate the perfect
verbal aspect which was common in Sanskrit text, some verbs that meant
accomplishment were added to immediately after the main verb. This came out
the perfect aspect in EMC.

Professor Tsu-lin Mei doesn’t agree to this explanation. He points out that
the relevant form had been existing long before the Sanskrit translations. He notes
that it originated from “verb + neg + verb” structure. The second verb in the

structure meant to complete, but usually appeared in a negative way. His classical
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example is “JGMG R E ” (the cock crew without ending). By analogy, “I§ Mg &,
(ZRFT W A)” (After the cock had finished crowing, the eastern sky was white)
was generated. “8% 8 ”(verb 4 verb of accomplishment) is the potential source of
the perfect aspect “le” (T ). Later, the verb “le” (T ) , very close to “B” in
meaning, joint the competition against “B.”. “ 7T ” wan, occupied the position
that “B” used to be existing, and began the process of grammaticalization.

This is a brief introduction of two theories. What has much to do with the
present research in the above case, is a basic fact about the verb of accomplishment
“B”, which is mentioned in neither of the explanations.

“B” in “JM R E” meant to stop, while the “B” in “Xg 1 2 ” meant to
finish, the two sentences were not dia-form(positive-negative). Without a keen
transferring of 2 ’s meaning, “JGAE” — “IGAY 2 could not take place.

This transferring did happen due to the competition between two words:
“BE” [kiot] and “8” [jie]. The competition exists typically in the text of
unearthed materials; in Chu(#) text, which is about in BC 300, there are verb
“BE” (to accomplish) and adverb “BE”(Bf VP: to have already done something) ;
there is also a verb “B”, means to stop. In Qin text, which is about 100 years
later in history, the verb “B” (to stop) remains, while both verb “B%” and
adverb “BE” almost disappear. And instead of “§E VP”, “B VP” emerges
strikingly to mean having already done something. Meanwhile, there are cases
that “©” means to accomplish. Later in the text of Western Han, “NP/VP & ”
occurs.

The above observation leads to a conclusion in the present research: “VP B&”
is an achievement of “E ”’ s competition against “BE”, functionally and
semantically.

This book is mainly made up with such observations and analyses. Emphases
have been laid considerably on investigations into unbalanced distribution of
relative word pairs. Without being modified or being revised, which happened
more or less to transmitted texts through two thousand more years, excavated
materials conserve true information of words’ competitions and substitutions in

history. Obviously, this has offered an ideal text for doing the current work.
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