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Phrasal Verbs for IELTS m1 _

ache for
BHE

® Meaning

to want very much

e Example

Do you think that people in the countryside have the
same opportunities as those living in cities?

Not in my country. The people living in the cities
have far more opportunities, particularly with regard
to work and education. Many rural people ache for the
chance to live in cities so that they can get better paid jobs

and send their kids to better schools.

better
- person, education, job, achievement, ambitions, agri-

Topics |

cities and countryside, making yourself a

 culture, books, change, economy, environment, famous __
- people, holidays and tourism, media, memorable expe- =
- rience, money, places of interest, possessions, problems,

- science, shopping, sport, something exciting
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add up
TR

e Meaning

make sense

e Example
Do you often watch films with your friends?
Sometimes. One of my friends likes watching films
very much, but the problem is that he likes to point out the
small mistakes that have been made with the story, with
the props or with the actors™ clothes. He tries to find the

things that don’t add up and it spoils it for everyone else.

Topics
films, books, problems, controversial issues,
education, environment, economy, change, cities and
countryside, computers, food and cooking, friends,
health and fitness, holidays and tourism, home, hotels,
job, learning English, making yourself a better person,
media, money, music, news, public transport, restau-

rant, running a business, shopping, sport, TV

2
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answer back
T

e Meaning

to reply in a cheeky or offensive way

e Example

When you were younger, did you get on well with
your parents?

Generally, I did. However, sometimes when they

asked me why I did something wrong 1 answered back

which made my parents very angry.

Topics - \
family, friends, childhood, problems, ages, bad
habits, classmate, teachers
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angle for
B8, B

® Meaning

to try to get something, especially by praising a

person

e Example

Do you get on well with your colleagues at work?

I get on very well with most of my colleagues. The
problem i1s that one guy is always angling for something.
It might just be for someone to get him a cup of tea, but
sometimes it’s for something bigger like a loan or even a

promotion.

T oplcs

job, fnends people media, news, teachers adver-

tlsmg, ambitions, change, controversial i 1SSUES, money
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ask around
B ITYT

e Meaning

to ask many people the same thing

e Example

Do you like shopping in markets?

Yes, I do. Usually, there are several people selling the
same item, so | can ask around about the price and get a
better deal.

e e R e B R o M N e
3

. Topics |

money, shopping, problems, media, job, advice, |

4

change, hobbies, holidays and tourism, people, restau- |

i

; rants, sport ;
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back out
ABFEE AT

e Meaning

to withdraw from an activity or agreement

e Example

but my business partner backed out at the last minute and |

Would you like to run your own business?

Yes, I would. In fact, I almost had my own business,

didn’t have enough money to finance the business myself.

_Topics |.

.......

running your own business, money, law, change,

- economy, friends, health and fitness, learning English, |

- problems, sport

i
53



blow over
T, BRBE

® Meaning

to become less important over time

e Example
In your country, does the media report on the private
lives of famous people?

Yes, they do that a lot. They love to report scandals,

but these scandals usually blow over after a few days.
Personally, I think it’s pointless. What famous people do

with their private lives shouldn’t attract so much attention.

__Top_jp_s | | __ i
| problems, media, famous people, change, contro-

versial issues, crime, something dangerous, something

‘exciting
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