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A Life of ZHU Xuanxian



TR AE ZHU Xuanxian, A master of brush evergreen

ZHU Xuanxian, male, Han nationality, was born in Taizhou City, Zhejiang Province,
China, on April, 14,1927, and died in Chonggqing City, China, on August, 03, 2002, at
his age of 76.

Zhu was a prominent traditional Chinese painter and woodcutter in his age, and
also an active member in art circle. During more than his half-century art career,
Zhu has created a lot of excellent Chinese style art works, such as traditional Chinese
paintings, woodcuts and caricatures. Many of his works are among the collections
of notable art galleries and museums home and abroad, in particular, National Art
Gallery of China, The British Museum, Qinghua University, and European
Woodcut Fund, as well as the collection of several notable publications, such as
Chinese Almanac, Woodcuts of China's Centenary. Since 1946, his works were
often selected for many influential exhibitions, and his art style arrested the
attention of many major media, including People's Daily, and other overseas
presses. Zhu had a series of collections published, including Collection of
Woodcuts, Selected Collection Chinese Paintings of Flower and Bird, Selected
Collection of Landscape Woodcuts. Six art and media organizations in Chongging co-
sponsored an exhibition, Works in Zhu Xuanxian's 55-Year Art Career. His
biography has been on several notable biography collections and art dictionaries,
including Chinese Art Dictionary, World Artists (Volume of Chinese Artists), and A
Dictionary to Famous Contemporary Chinese Painters.

Zhu Xuanxian, member of CCP, member of China Artists' Association, plunged
into the art cause of the Republic in his youth. He joined in his early years in
Shanghai City the New Woodcut Culture Campaign initiated by Lu Shun, a
famous litterateur in Chinese history, and was thus arrested. After the
emancipation of Shanghai, Zhu, together with other famous artists (Liu Kaiqu,
Zhang Leping), publicized a declaration on Communique. and after a short stay
with the Shanghai Office of the newly established National Association for Art,
Woodcut and Caricature, he joined the People Liberation Army, and went to
Chongqing with the army in 1949. He was later selected as the standing vice-chair
and secretary general of Chongqing Artists' Association. Zhu was also founder of
Chongqging Artists' Association, the draftsman for Chongqing Academy of
Chinese Paintings, and the founder of Chongging Art School. Zhu was a person of
integrity and a competent leader of selflessness, and was certainly a great
contributor to the prosperity and development of China's art, especially
Chongging's art. Zhu was once rewarded the Medal for the Founder of the
Republic by the Communist Party Committee and the government of P. R. China.
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Statue and Site



TARFE IHU Xuanxian, A master of brush everdreen
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ZHU Xuanxian's statue sits in the Rest Garden (also
called Fame Garden) inside the Dragon Garden of
the South Mountain of Chongqing City (Chongqing
Nanshan Longyuan / Chongqing Life Park), a scenic
place with beautiful views. The statue has a height
of 2.5 meters and a footprint of 20 square meters,
facing toward to southeast. It is a realistic formation
of Zhu's full figure in a siting pose, custumed in
traditionally Chinese style, with his grey beards
whisking on the chest, and an expression of
dignified relaxation that is mixed with a touch of
pondering while cozily sitting in chair and looking
far ahead solemnly and peacefully. The statue is a
stable entity, pyramid-structured, with granite-red
as its main color and texture, and left and right
daylighting as its main light source. Carved on the
facade of black granite base are Zhu's name and
life dates using the tablet inscription style of the
Northern Dynasties; and on the two sides, are some
line drawings designed and carved in traditional
Chinese carving style to remember scenarios in
Zhu's life activities, such as painting, woodcutting
addressing, practising Taiji Gonghu, swordmanship,
as well as days with his wife, ZHANG Renshu.
Carved on the black granite made stone tablet is
Zhu's epitaph, with all inscriptions goldleaf-
filmed. The paceful statue is contrasted by a
background of playful cranes sculptured in morden
art style of simplicity, and sits on a circular parterre
enclosed by squarely arranged walls, with leading
steps up towards it.

Statue and Site
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This is a place that comes to its highlight of vitality each spring, w ith

reetings from cuckoos, roses, pines and cypresses-*
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Hangscroll,
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Selected Chinese paintings by Zhu Xuanxian RkEK T E & I1Fcoit
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1979 19784

Early Spring In South Warm River In Spring

Framed. 1979 Framed. 1978
05

1978F E &M1& 34x44cm
Fishes Full Of Pond
Framed, Summer 1978 %



T A ®BHAE ZHU Xuanxian., A master of brush evergreen
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~1980F LM 23x17.5cm ~19804F iLf@
Chicks Goldfishes
Framed. 1980 Framed. 1980
1

19804 L& 40x30.5cm

A Hen

Framed. 1980
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1979%F iLM& 44x33.5cm
Peony

Fromed. 1979
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19804 L@ 43.5x32.5cm
Azalea

Framed, 1980
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~19805%F LB
Lotus
Framed. 1880
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Selected Chinese paintings by Zhu Xuanxian




