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Foreword

Marx has passed away for more than 120 years.

So far, there seems no thinkers could be so respectable , reverent and
esteemed by posterity as Marx. Especially, no other thinkers’ idea could
become theoretical base of the largest party in power—the Communist Party of
China, to guide people’s thought.

Approaching Marx , communicating with Marx, people not only try to be-
come coeval with Marxism founder in history, but also try to become coeval
with Marxism founder in thought. In the author’s opinion , the more people do
to be the later, the more they will be the former. And, only in this case , people
can promote the theoretical innovation of Marxism philosophy to guide con-
struction of harmonious society and harmonious world according to new chan-
ges in modern society.

Marx did a lot of things in his life. But there were two things he did , the
famous “two discoveries” , contributed to human most. On March 17" 1883,
the fourth day after Marx’s death , Engels made a speech in English in front of
Marx’s tomb to highly summarize Marx’s “two discoveries” . The first great dis-
covery was mainly discussed here. “Marx found out the development rule of
human history, just as Darwin found out the development rule of organic
world” , “that was,a public fact which always be covered by complex ideolo-
gy : people must eat,drink , reside and wear first sthen they can engage in poli-
tics, science, art, religion and so on. So, direct material production of living
material constructed the base of a certain economic developing stage in a
nation or an era. People’s national facilities, legal opinions, art and religious

concepts were developed from this base, so it must be explained by this base,
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and not do oppositely like before. ” This great discovery of Marx revealed a
simple and basic fact: people have to eat, drink, reside and wear first, then
can engage in politics, science, art, religion and other activities. It’s a so
simple fact. It’s also a truth which doesn’t need to be proved. People all know
“food is god for people”. Only solving the most basic living need, such as
eating, drinking, residing and wearing, people can have time and energy to do
other activities independently and freely. So people can’t help thinking that the
first great discovery of Marx is too simple, and easy to understand. People,
including many Marxist philosophy theory workers made Marxist philosophy
conceptualization , formulation and even dogmatization by reciting the so-called
“philosophical principle” .

Is the fact so simple?

If Marx’s first great discovery is human ideological history—great discov-
ery of “historical materialism” is so simple, how could historical materialism
be a great discovery?

In fact, the great point of Marx’s this discovery was that he found out the
fallacy in western mainstream ideology for more than two thousand years from
historical background and historical context at that time—the Deutsche
ideology , “ ideological concept can control the existing world” , and made
subversive exploding on social cultural vision level at that time. “ Deutsche
ideology” neither focused on human perception, nor focused on productive
labor of human perception. According to discovery of the most basic phenome-
non , human eating, drinking, residing and wearing , in daily live , Marx aimed to
reveal the thing behind these phenomenon in daily live. The thing he found
was not only the perceptive character of human being, even the secular base of
human history, but also that human really stood up and controlled reliable
method of their own historical fate on this base, that was productive labor’s
basic and promoting function to the formation and development of human and
human perceptive world, and continuous change and transcendence of this
productive activity itself.

It needs to be definite that Marx was already in modern society. The
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“productive labor” discussed by Marx obviously meant modern science and
- technology ,and modern industrial productive labor having great transformative
function on nature. Just this productive labor brought the creativeness and
subjectivity of human objective activity to an unprecedented height and level
shown the nature of the relationship between human and external world, and
basically changed the human whole existing mode including human ideological
world and spiritual world. Just this producti've labor coagulated and included
the contradictory relationship between human and nature ,and between human
and human ( society ). Just this productive labor became “the book shown
human natural power,and was human psychology perceptively placed in front
of human was. ” In certain degree,Marx’s this great discovery shown that as
the base of social survival and development, modern productive labor with
modern science and technology in it has deep materialized nature, objective
selection and applied destination, and also need conscious harmonious inter-
personal social relationship. Just as the words of famous scholar, Mr. Zhang
Shuguang, historical materialism, the great discovery of Marx, shown that
“people had to pay more attention to democracy, justice, morality , public
rationality and interpersonal friendship which belonged to the system , standard
and idea of politics,law and moral. Because they had the dynamic effect in
promoting social development and interpersonal harmony, and even were the
cultural capital and spiritual resource in directly cultivating and promoting
human diathesis, quality and ideological realm. ”

In the vision of Marx’s historical materialism,social practice with produc-
tive labor as its main body or basic form was the most basic living mode , and
also human existing mode. The existence of human objectivity was base on his
objective activity. What kind of objective activity human did , he would become
the nature of that. And the objective activity between human and nature and
between human and human basically decided that the existence of human was
double stipulated unification of naturalization and socialization. “ At the same
time, it meant that human could be free from nature and society ,human could

build their own lives by their practical activity, and human had to undertake
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and finally could control the fate.’

How could human get freedom from nature, and the problem between
human and nature were discussed a lot by human for a long time. But how
could human get freedom from society, and the problem between human and
human (society) were discussed and paid attention to little by human.

Originally , Marx understood productive labor as production of material
goods, spiritual production, production of productive relations, production of
human their own and so on. But people still paid more attention to production
of material goods, and even used the base of social existence—production of
material goods to replace other productions. They thought that other problems
could be solved naturally when the problem of relationship between human
and nature was solved. So, many scholars simply concluded the first great
discovery of Marx—historical materialism as practical materialism or practical
ontology, concluded practice as production and reproduction of material
goods, and then understood human social development as a natural historical
process. This idea used practical ontology to refuse traditional philosophical
teleology about some transcendent necessary operation followed by human and
social history, however, the writer thought this could get into new historical
dogmatism—disregarding relative independence of the relationship between
human and human (society) ,and its influence and restriction to the relation-
ship between human and nature ,and it was difficult to avoid simplification and
even vulgarization of human history.

Research of engineering philosophy rising from the new century is a good
proof. Scholars of engineering philosophy always understand the “ engineer-
ing” as the process of creation,regulate the “engineering” as the transforming
process of human and natural world. But the relationship between human and
human (society) is not paid attention to by traditional engineering philoso-
phy. Because the so-called “social engineering” just has some metaphorical
meaning to many scholars and practical workers.

In that case, practical principle in Marx’s historical materialism gets

stranded , or Marx’s practice is “tampered” into hall-way practice. Isn’t it?
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Because traditional engineering philosophy just pays attention to and recogni-
zes natural engineering—human engineering in transforming natural world,
such as the Cislunar Project, Yangize Three-Gorge Project, West-to-East Gas
Transfer Project, and South-to-North Water Transfer Project, it stops the
“practice” in historical materialism on the half way, and even it makes this
engineering philosophy a half-way historical materialism. In fact, there were
two world of relationship between human and nature ,and between human and
human in production of material goods at the same time. And even more, the
spiritual production, and the production of productive relation are in social
world. Or is itself “social” relation?

In the age and society looking for development and sustainable develop-
ment , constructive engineering is the theme with usualness and fundamental in
human real production, living, ecology and life , no matter the construction of
material civilization, spiritual civilization, political civilization, cultural civili-
zation or ecological civilization , they are all realized by one and one specific
engineering construction. Thus, on certain meaning, it can be said that engi-
neering is objectification process of human nature ,and is the basic step or car-
rier of human development and social progress. -

Observing the world from the idea of “engineering” and “practice” are
both belonged to the thinking and vision of practical philosophy. It has to be
admitted that Marx was the inaugurator and founder of this thought in thinking
about and observing problems. Deep research of Marx’s this practical philoso-
phy idea can find out that the “change” in “changing world” | just satisfied
“practice” is difficult to carry out “practical philosophy”. Young scholar, Mr.
Xu Changfu thought that what the “practice” reflected was just general regu-
lation of human perceptual activity, not including particular regulation of
human activity. Thus, the lack of the program function in thinking out particu-
lar perceptual activity is an uncontrollable category. From this, the category of
practice can’t carry out the practical philosophy principle claimed by itself in
observing the world from perceptual activity of human main body. The category

may carry out the principle is engineering.
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The author appreciated Dr. Xu’s theoretical idea very much. The author
divided engineering into two kinds, one was visible, and the other was invisi-
ble. The so-called visible engineering is the process physical construction. It
can be called material form engineering, which takes natural things as material
and has regulation of time and space, such as civil engineering , mechanical
engineering, mining engineering and hydraulic engineering. This engineering
can be called natural engineering. The so-called invisible engineering is the
constructive process of relation, state and symbol. Though it can’t get out of
natural material, its direct constructive materi:ﬂ is sociality and spirituality
factor, relation constructive engineering such as the construction of social
organization , institution, system and law, state construction engineering such as
social ethos and personal state, symbol construction engineering such as
knowledge system, belief system and are system. This engineering can be
called “social engineering” .

Philosophical circle had only paid attention to natural engineering ( visi-
ble engineering) , but ignored and even denied social engineering for a long
time. They thought that “system reformation” project, “ Hope Project” and
“study and construction project of Marxist theory” are only “metaphor” and
“description” , are not engineering in fact. It means that from the traditional
view , engineering in regulating the relationship between human and nature by
human is engineering, but engineering in regulating the relationship between
human and human (society) is not engineering. The engineering regulating
the relationship between human and nature needs science , careful design and
construction, but the engineering regulating the relationship between human
and human (society) needs to do as wishes. This idea and method are neither
illogical in theory,nor can carry out Marx’s practical philosophy principle. In
author’s opinion, it’s very harmful in real social production, living, life and
ecology. This thinking mode and thinking idea at least are important epistemo-
logical origin of many social engineering’s unsuccess.

The so-called social engineering is the social main body’s process of

practical activity in reforming social world, regulating social relation and



14 #&TEAE

coordinating social operation,took social science as theoretical base,and took
social technology as operative medium.

First, social engineering is practical activity. Though thought itself is an
activity , social engineering is not pure thought, but is real perceptual, experi-
enced and controllable practical activity.

Second , social is not general practical activity,or it can be said that not
all practical activities are social engineering. For example, walking, eating,
making friends and singing are all practical activity ,but these practical activi-
ties are difficult to be concluded as social engineering.

Third , social engineering is process of practical activity in reforming, reg-
ulating and coordinating social world, social relation and social operation by
human , or it means that practical activity only involved in social relation field
can become social engineering. Though, the engineering involved in natural
field, such as “ Cislunar Project”, “ Yangtze Three-Gorge Project”, and
“Yellow River-Xiaolangdi Project” is engineering activity ,they are not the so-
called social engineering. ( This book only discusses social engineering in nar-
Tow sense. )

Fourth, social engineering is the practical activity of reforming social
world , regulating social relation and coordinating social operation which has
great influence to national economy and people lives in whole society (or
whole area) under certain social historical condition. In other words, these
practical activities in “small range” and in “small system” ,for example,it’s
difficult to say that “reforming, regulating and coordinating” activities of an
enterprise ,a school ,a community and a institution are social engineering.

Fifth, social engineering, especially modem social engineering is the
-proéess of practical activity reforming social world, regulating social relation
and coordinating social operation by human, controlled by certain social theo-
retical ,and took social technology with certain scientific rationality as medi-
um. It means that the so-called social engineering is just blindfold and low-
level practical activity without social scientific theory as logical premise, or

more scientific social technology as medium.



