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Preface
by Wang Jialin (Party Secretary of the CPC Leping Committee)

Leping, in Jiangxi Province, enjoys a favorable geographical position, famous for beautiful mountains, rich natural resources and
talented people and has created splendid and brilliant culture.

Leping’ s history can be dated back as early as 40-50 thousand years ago. Passing through all the vicissitudes, Leping people
have gradually formed an unsophisticated folkway featured by profound passion for families, friends, virtue and morality, as well as
Confucianism and deep family root ideology. Its wise and industrious people has continuously created gorgeous and splendent civilization.
Leping enjoys agricultural civilization for more than 1800 years and has the reputation as “a place attaching importance to education
and morality ” due to its unique cultural characteristics. A great deal of architectural heritages dotting about the countryside, repre—
senting by ancient stages, serve as signposts of the development and inheritance of civilization in Leping. “Leping, famous town
located in the southern bank of Yangzte River, its education and cultural heritage tops surrounding regions, and its magnificent confucius
temple, also tops the surrounding regions”, excerpted from Annals of Local History of Leping, it might be the best annotation of its
civilization, especially its architectural art.

Profound history and fertile land bring up not only centuries’s old and brilliant agricultural civilization but also unique local culture,
as well as its prosperous and diversified opera culture.During the Yuan Dynasty (the 13th Century AD), Zaju' has been prevailing in
Leping. Zhao Shanging, a nationwide famous Zaju writer , whose works are praised as “as beautiful as pure jade produced in
Lantian®”. In the Ming Dynasty, Leping gradually becomes the center for Yiyang Melody? transmission. Tang Xianzu* ever recorded
“Yiyang Melody prevails along the western bank of Yantze River, featured by drum accompaniment and lively tones. In the reign of the
Emperor Jiaging of the Qing Dynasty, Qingyang Melody of Anhui Province becomes popular”. After the reign of the Emperor Jiaqging,
Leping high—pitched voice, which is evolved from Yiyang Melody, becomes increasingly prevalent. What opera theorist Wang Jide
recorded in his book Opera Melody— “For decades, Yiyang Melody, Yiwu Melody, Qingyang Melody, Huizhou Melody and Leping
Melody come forth, opera troupes are everywhere in Shitai and Taiping® and even Suzhou could not compared with the two counties in
the number of opera troupes” — approves flourishing phenomena Leping Opera since the Yuan and Ming Dynasties (from the 13th
Century AD to the 17th Century AD). Leping Melody keeps in fashion for a period. From the middle of the Qing Dynasty, Luantan
Melody® has an impact on Raohe Opera and opera troupes in Leping begin to sing Luantan Melody. To the end of the Qing Dynasty and

p= B

1 Zaju, comic performance in the Song Dynasty, which evolved into a poetic drama in the Yuan Dynasty, consisting of four acts and occasionally a prelude before the
first act or an interlude between acts. B/, RRMUBEAXAF SN —HRELR, TREEBRXBER, EXMDNFIHE, BRHEFLKFTESMET,

2 Lantian, a county in Shanxi Province, which is famous for producing jade. 5 H &, I FEE, U= Sm b AEEERNEZR,

3 Yiyang Melody, opera tune which originated in Yiyang, Jiangxi Province, and is popular in many places, characterized by solo singing with the aid of a chorus to the
accompaniment of percussion instruments. KPR, KBFREZ— BFETIBERME, RTHRB, BH—AJIE, XARBE, FITHREH#E,

4 Tang Xianzu, famous dramatist of the Ming Dynasty (the 16th Century AD), who is called Chinese Shakespear. Representive works are The Peony Pavilion and Four
Dreams of Lin Chuan, etc.i7 2%, BRRMR, BHRATENT T T, REAEF (HAS)(KNOE) &,

5 Shitai and Taiping, the counties in Anhui Province, enjoy an important historical status in Chinese opera development history. A AR AL R, R FL#, EhERE
RRELHEEEEHNMN, ;

6 On the basis of the Luantan melody, the Peking Opera was developed characterized by the Xipi and Erhuang Tones. MR E A T HRBIZEME HRE LB THEH,




‘rly Ming Dynasty, two genres appear in the northeast Jiangxi, Raohe Melody and Guangxin Melody, both which are character—
"by Luantan Melody. At that time Leping is the center of Raohe Melody. In 1950, contempory dramatist, Mr. Shi Linghe, first Director
| of Jiangxi Provincial Culture Administration, from Datian County of Leping, combining Raohe Opera with Guangxin Opera while
Leping Melody, Kun Melody and Luantang Melody, establishes Jiangxi local opera—— Gan' Opera. Thus, Leping definitely
es the hometown and original place of Gan Opera, which prospers as time goes by.

As long as opera appears, stage becomes a necessity. Afterwards with the rising of ancestral temples, stages which are constructed
ck and wood emerge. Leping people love watching opera and certainly are happy to build stage. Age—old stages, magnificent
uxury, could be seen almost in every village while visiting Leping. A balladry prevailing in Leping goes like this: “Even at midnight,
till could watch operas in many villages; At daybreak, you could still hear gongs and drums”, which describes the popularity of
ping Opera and furthermore truly reflects muchness of stages. At present , there are over 400 stages in Leping where old stages
mbers are the most in the whole country and most fully integrated preserved. Reputed as “the cultural treasure in Chinese history”
“the most distinctive cultural heritage in Jiangxi”, these stages, with rich and various styles of either primitive simplicity or lofty
iness, surprisingly and amazingly, impress people with its history, culture, architecture art and industrial art. Leping is titled as “a
um of ancient Chinese stages”.

cient stages in Leping, left by our great ancestors, as civilization development witness and gens culture successor, fully demon—
rate the profound culture and unique character. In the process establishing “Lovely Leping”, old stages in Leping are no longer a
ce of continuing blood relationship but a perfect place for publicizing Leping and bringing forth charming of Leping. Leping Munici—
al Government organizing a group of people of insight to publish Ancient Stages in Leping of China does a significative job in publiciz—
g and promoting Leping culture. The picture album is the first book introducing ancient stages in Leping and demonstrating its artistic
morousness. Through various, aspects readers will know more than the ideas on old stages building design and architecture style
appreciate the verve of the distinctive traditional culture in Leping.

~ Ancient Stages in Leping of China opens a window for us to know Leping better. 7
Augus,2008

1 Gan, another name for Jiangxi. 8, ST7EHISIFR,
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a sketch map of 412 stages
location in Leping

MERENKE (TE)
Stage in Xiangjiazhuang
Village

Brnxe (T4H)
Stage in Tagian Village
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BREAIR A
Stage in Henglu Village

When enters Leping, the hometown of Gan Opera, a peculiar cultural sight will attract your eyes and you cannot help marveling at numerous ancient
stages standing among country field, elegant and magnificent, with so many different styles and luxury decorations, which are like bright pearls dotting over
Jishui River making a particular and bright landscape. The scene is unique in China and Leping is named as  “a museum of ancient Chinese stages”.

According to an investigation carried out in 20 counties of Leping in 2002, there are 412 age—old stages, among which 2 are built in the Ming Dynasty,
77 in the Qing Dynasty, 59 in Republic of China period, 30 after the founding of the new China, 76 during the Cultural Revolution, 168 afterwards. It’s rarely

seen in China, with such large scale and being perfectly preserved.
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