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Sport and the American Dream

Listening Task

Listen to the passage and answer the following questions .

il
2%
3

Who are likely to be chosen by the schools to make teams?
What sports do students learn in many schools?
What do the other students who are not on the team do when a match is

on?



2 Integrative English(4)

Listen to the passage again and fill in the blanks with appropriate words from the recording .

There is a special 1 , of girls and boys, mostly girls, who 2 up and down and
shout for their football team. They call themselves cheerleaders, because they lead everyone in
shouts and cheers. They wear clothes of a special color—the color of their school’s team. The
football players wear that color, too. Each school hgs a team color and a team name.
Cheerleaders call out the team name in their cheers. They practice many hours to learn the
special jumping and cheering _ 3 . Cheerleading is almost sport itself.

Every classroom has an American flag in it. From _ 4 tohigh school, students start each
day by standing up and showing respect to the flag. They put their hands over their o Jsand
say “the 6  of Allegiance”. This is a __7  to the country, which was written by people
who came to the US over 200 years ago. By standing and showing respect to the flag people
think about the United States and its 8

i re-reading Task

Discuss with your classmates the following questions .

1. How can you associate sport with the American Dream?

2. Can you distinguish the terms soccer, American football and rugby? Tell the differences
between them.

3. How much do you know of baseball, American football and golf respectively?

4. Which sport, in your opinion, can be considered a national pastime of the American people?

5. Which sport, in your opinion, can be considered a national pastime of the Chinese people?

Sport and the American Dream

fe/;f%ey/ yO/LICU/}’LA’/
1 Sport is a ritual, an acting out of a myth or series of myths. A sport
that can be considered a national pastime can be expected to reflect national
values and wishes. Sports that capture the national fancy are ritualistic
enactments of the American Dream. Baseball is still called our national
pastime but is rapidly being replaced by American football. That football
should become our “national pastime” is understandable to those who can

see sports as reflections of national character.

2 American football is passionately concerned with the gain and loss of
land, of territory. The football field is measured and marked with all the
care of a surveyor and the ball’s progress noted to the nearest inch. Football
is a precise game and its players are often trained like a military unit on a

mission to gain territory for the mother country. The players are the
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popular heroes but the coaches and owners run the game, using the players
to carry out their plans—there is comparatively little room for individual
initiative. A score comes as the result of a strategic series of well-executed

maneuvers and is bought on the installment plan, yard by yard.

3 The regulation and almost military precision of American football is a
reflection of national psychology. Even the words we use to describe the
game include throwing the bomb, marching downfield, game plan (which
has become nearly a national phrase for any field, from selling toothpaste to
covering up political scandals), guards, executions, blitz, zone, platoon,
squad, drills, attack, drives, marching bands for entertainment, stars on
helmets, lines that can be blasted through and even war paint. Much of the
verbal similarity comes from the fact that war was originally the ultimate
game played within the confines of certain rules agreed upon by both

“teams.”

4 Football, more than any other sport, is a game for spectators to watch
superhuman, mythical heroes. Football is a sport that more people watch
than play. The game requires too many people, too much space and is
simply too dangerous for the weekend athletes. The size and speed of
professional players and their uniforms make them into heroic figures
capable of feats that invite admiration but not imitation. The football
spectator is in awe of the armored monsters. The viewer of a golf match or
even baseball or tennis dreams of going out the next day and doing likewise,
but football is played only by the gods who can run the 100 yard dash in ten

seconds, stand six feet three and weigh 260 pounds.

5  The demise of baseball as our national pastime reflects a change in
national character. The change does not mean the disappearance of
baseball, merely its relocation to a position as just another game rather than
the game. Professor John Finlay of the University of Manitoba, writing in
Queen’s Quarterly, compares baseball to an action out of the robber baron
stage of capitalism, whereas football more clearly reflects a more mature
capitalism into which we are now moving. Hence, the rise in popularity of
football and apparent decline in baseball. He notes that Japan, still in the
early stages of capitalism, has taken avidly to baseball but not to football. It
is not a question of Japanese physique serving as a determinant since rugby
has a large Asian following. He predicts that when their capitalism moves
into a higher stage, the Japanese will move on to football as have

Americans.
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6 Baseball is a game of a quieter age when less action was needed to hold
interest, when going to the park was enjoyable (baseball is still played in
ball parks while football is played in stadiums), when aggression was
subservient to finesse. Baseball players did not need exposure as college
players to succeed as football players do; they play a relatively calm game
almost daily instead of a bruising gladiatorial contest weekly. Baseball has
room for unique and colorful characters, while football stresses the more
anonymous but effective team member. Baseball is a game in which any
team can win at any given contest and there are no favorites; only football
has real “upsets.” Football’s careful concern with time adds a tension to the

game that is lacking in the more leisurely world of baseball.

7 - Football has replaced baseball as the favorite American spectator sport
largely because of television. A comparison between a telecast of a football
game on one channel and a baseball game on another could reveal baseball
as a game with people standing around seemingly with little to do but watch
two men play catch. Football would appear as twenty-two men engaged in
almost constant, frenzied action. To watch baseball requires identification
with the home team; to watch football requires only a need for action or a

week of few thrills and the need for a touch of vicarious excitement.

8 Baseball is a pastoral game, timeless and highly ritualized; its appeal is
to nostalgia and so might enjoy periods of revitalization in comparison to

football. But for now, the myth of football suits the nation better.

9  According to a 1974 Harris survey, baseball has already been
statistically dethroned. In a sports survey a cross section of nearly fourteen

hundred fans was asked, “Which of these sports do you follow?”

10 The decision to play or “follow” a certain sport is also the decision to
live a certain myth. The team violence of football, the craftiness of
basketball, the mechanistic precision of bowling, the auto racer’s devotion

to machinery are all subworlds within the universe of sport.

11 Golf, for example, is a unique subworld, one of the few left as a sport
(unlike hunting which does not involve scoring or teams) in which the game
is played between man and nature. The winner of a match is one who has
beaten the opponent, but the game itself is a person versus the
environment. To understand the appeal of golf it is again necessary to

consider the game as a ritual reenactment of an appealing myth.

12 Golf, perhaps more than any other sport, has to be played to be
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appreciated. Millions who never played football can enjoy the game on TV,
but only a dedicated participant can sit through two hours of televised golf.
Golf is growing in participation but still has the stigma of an upper-class
game. Eighty percent of the nation’s golfers must play on 20 percent of the
nation’s courses that are open to the public. The ratio of public to private
facilities hurts public participation in the game but mirrors the inequities of
society and provides a convenient status symbol for those who can afford
club membership. Its TV audience is not the largest of any sport but it is the

most well heeled.

13 Golf is a reenactment of the pioneer spirit. It is man versus a hostile
environment in search of an oasis. The goal is a series of lush “greens,”
each protected by natural hazards such as water, sand and unmanageably
long grass. The hazards are no threat to physical life but they are to the
achievement of success. Golf is a journey game with a constantly changing
field. Golfers start the eighteen-hole journey, can rest at halfway point and

then resume until they return to near the point of origination.

14 The winner of the match is one who has fallen victim to the fewest
hazards and overcome the terrain. Many golf courses have Indian names as
if to remind the golfer of the frontier ethos. A local course called Indian
Lakes invites golfers to use either one of two courses—the Iroquois trail or

the Sioux trail.

15 Golf, like baseball, is a pastoral sport—with a high degree of tensions
and drama but relatively little action. It is a game in which players are
constantly in awe of the magic flight of the golf ball. To hit any kind of ball
100 or 200 or more yards with accuracy or to hit a small target from 150
yards is an amazing feat to be appreciated only by those who have at least
tried the game. Golf is very likely the most difficult game to master, yet
one in which the average player occasionally hits a shot as good as the best
of any professional. It is this dream of magic results that keeps the golfer on

course.

/’:‘,md'
,2%*Notes to the Text

L.

Jeffrey Schrank : an American writer (1949 - 1994) who wrote widely on communications and popular
culture. He was the author of several books, including Snap, Crackle, and Popular Taste: The lllusion of

Free Choice in America (1977) from which the text is taken.

. the weekend athletes : people who take physical exercise only on weekends.

. the robber baron stage of capitalism : “Robber baron” originally refers to a nobleman of feudal times who

robbed people traveling through his domain. “The robber baron stage of capitalism” refers to an early
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stage of capitalist development during which a number of capitalists acquired vast wealth by exploitation

and ruthlessness.

. a 1974 Harris survey :“The Harris survey” or “the Harris poll” is a famous series of surveys measuring

public opinions in the U. S. The Harris survey published survey data on a wide variety of subjects including
politics, economy, health care, foreign affairs, science and technology, sports and entertainment, and
lifestyles. Results of the Harris survey are frequently quoted in the media, receiving thousands of mentions

annually.

. the lroquois trail : “Iroquois” (5 i #8t#% \) was a member of a former confederacy of six American Indian

peoples (including Mohawk, Oneida, Seneca, Onondaga, Cayuga, and Tuscarora) who lived mainly in
southern Ontario (% A#%) and Quebec (k%) and northern New York state. “The Iroquois trail”, also
known as the Mohawk trail, extended from Albany (the state capital of New York) west to the eastern end
of Lake Erie(4& #i#1) , where Buffalo (#i#: %) is now located.

. the Sioux trail . “Sioux” (5 A) is another term for the Dakota (i5FH i) people of North America. “The

Sioux trail”, also known as “the Bad Pass trail”, is a foot trail marked by a line of stone cairns (A
HE) that may date from many thousands of years ago. For the native Americans who lived in the Bighorn
Basin (in Wyoming) it was their access to the Grapevine area where the bison (#f4:) herds were more

plentiful.

W, New Words

ritualistic /ritjuslistik/ adj. of ceremonies or custom-
ary acts which are often repeated in the same form
eV '

enactment /rnaktment/ n. performance; making or
passing decree J& Bl ; i & (B )

understandable /andssteendabl/ adj. comprehensible
CIgYE:Yid:h]

territory /'teritert/ n. (area of) land under the control
of a ruler, country, city, etc. 4+ ,hkR&

surveyor /ssivera/ n. a person who measures, exam-
ines and values buildings, etc. Jlj & & , 2 R

comparatively /kem'paerativli/ adv.
parison or comparing A bt 1 &, 4 %

well-executed /weleksikju:tid/ adj. being carried out
successfully 1R #F 5217 i

installment /m'sto:lment/ n. payment spread over a
period of time 43 # 4} 3k

downfield /'daunfi:ld/ adv. toward or in the defending
team’s end of the playing field (ZE#{) ZE /i 3% , 4 Bif
b7

game plan /'geim 'pleen/ n. strategy W& , &k B%

execution /eksrkju:fon/ n. carrying out S£47, 58 i,
AT

blitz /blits/ n. a sudden heavy attack 2% ; [A B

involving com-

platoon /platumn/ n. a group of persons who are en-
gaged in a common activity ; a military unit that is a
subdivision of a company — & A ,— 40 A ; () HE

squad /skwnd/ n. a team; a smallest army unit ({&
BB\ () HE

helmet /helmit/ n. protective head-covering 3k %5,
W

blast /bla:st/ v. destroy or break apart using explo-
sives FI4E 2 4 IF

war paint /'wo: pemnt/ n. paint put on bodies before

going to war fE iR i % F i b 3% & E i Bk

verbal /'vaibl/ adj. connected with words and their

use & 5 1Y, RIE Y

originally /aridzmali/ adv. in the beginning # % , J&
5

confine /'’konfain/ n. (pl.)limits or borders & [R, i1
Ft

superhuman /sjuipshju:men/ adj.
powers # A )

mythical /'mi6ikl/ adj. existing in myth, imaginary
WA MR R

feat /fit/ n. a notable act or deed % ; -2

admiration /sedmsrerfon/ n. a feeling of wonder and

respect 4kl , EHE

beyond human
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imitation /imrteifen/ n. a copy of someone’s behav-
iour, appearance, speech, etc. Hi{lj .4

armored /'axmad/ adj. covered or protected with ar-
mour ZF 8 2% F Y % A

dash /dzef/ n. a sudden quick run; sprint 4 i , 55 #h

demise /drmaiz/ n. a loss of position or status;
death i 193 2% ; SET-, & 1k

relocation /ri:lavkerfon/ n.
place it

quarterly /kwo:tali/ n. periodical published four times
a year Z=

baron /'beron/ n. B &

robber baron /‘robabeeron/ i ¥ A 5

determinant /drtaxmment/ n. a determining factor g
E A %

rugby /'ragbi/ n. a form of football played with an
oval ball 3 = # Bk

stadium /'sterdtom/ n. a modern structure, with its

movement to another

inclosure, resembling the ancient stadium, used for
athletic games, etc. &K A%l iz5h1

subservient /sob'saivient/ adj. less important; subor-
dinate M J& i ; JE M Y

finesse /frnes/ n. delicate skill R &, R 15,15

gladiatorial /gleedistoral/ adj. of or relating to or re-
sembling gladiators or their combat =} &1 f4 , # 3} i1

leisurely /lezeli/ adj. moving or acting without haste
MRN8 Y 5 4% PR A

telecast /'telikaist/ n. a broadcast on TV HL ¥ #%

frenzied /'frenzid/ adj. mad; frantic $3E (49 , 5E &L 1Y

identification /ardentifrkeifon/ n. the act of identif-
ying, or proving to be the same jA[&], #k—%

vicarious /vrkeorios/ adj. experienced at second-
hand, indirect 4 i , 8] (4

pastoral /'pa:steral/ adj. of simple peaceful country
life FH Bl f 5 450 CED A RY

ritualized /'ritjuslaizd/ adj. (pp) made or evolved in-
to a ritual {1k iy

nostalgia /nos'teeldzia/ n. longing for something past
I, BTk

revitalization /ri;vartslarzeifon/ n. bringing again into
activity and prominence #i4: , & 3%

statistically /statistikeli/ adv. with respect to statis-

tics GEit L, 4iit i

dethrone /dr@roun/ vt. to remove from power S i,
E4

cross section /’kros'sekfon/ n. a group that is typical
or representative of the whole E.75 £t 3 ¥ i1 52 il ,
H 7Y

craftiness /kra:ftinis/ n. the quality of being crafty;
cunning R I3 245 ; BHF

mechanistic /mekonistik/ adj. of or relating to the
philosophical theory of mechanism #1 ¥ i , ¥ 1% it
]

versus /'vaisas/ prep. against Xf (#5 if A . M, 28 &
B, Heew dnt

reenactment /'rixnzektment/ n. act of enacting or
performing again X & 3

dedicated /'dedikertid/ adj. (pp) committed; devot-
ed BIRH, — 0O —FHY

stigma /'stigma/ n. a sign of shame Kl , 5 4

golfer /'gnlfa/ n. a golf player 4T /R K BR K A

inequity /m'ekwitr/ n. want of equity; injustice 7

%, AN

~well-heeled adj. rich A &, & # 0

oasis /auersts/ n. a fertile or green spot in a waste or
desert (b3 H) ¢ ;

lush /1af/ adj. (of plants, esp. grass) growing very
well ZOR i, R

unmanageably /an'maenidzebli/ adv. such as cannot
be managed or used or controlled ¥k 4b 7 H , ¥ $
il 3t

origination /aridzsnerfon/ n. the act or process of
bringing or coming into existence FF 4 , {2 /& ; & IE

victim /'vikttm/ n. an unfortunate person who suffers
from some adverse circumstance; a living being
sacrificed to some deity 53 A, 4k &4

terrain /'terem/ n. a piece of ground having specific
characteristics or military potential #JE , Hi #

course /kois/ n. golf course & /R KBR%; Bk

ethos /'1fas 'i:@ps/ n. the moral nature, set of ideas.,
or beliefs J& fifi A< i , & A8 {5

trail /treil/ n. a footpath or road track through a wil-
derness or wild region /N2, /)N iE



