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PREFACE

‘The Kingdom of Chu, the unique home of talents;
The Academy of Yuelu, the very cradle of scholars. ’
The uniqueness of this ‘one-thousand-year-old academy” always reminds us of the strong

educational atmosphere in Hunan.
ined dinated

In this new century, Hunan province has mai 4 sustained, rapid and

economic growth, and it has sped up industrialization, industrialized operation of agriculture
and urbanization. An all-out end has been made to build the socialist material, political

and spiritual civilizations. With all these achievements, Hunan’s educational development is

also striking a new height: The nine-year compulsery education has basically been made uni-
versal in all the m
secondary education is expanding rapidly, and the higher education is gaining on its populari-
ty. A preliminary network has taken shape, which links secondary vocational education with

lities and counties throughout the province. The scale of the senior

tertiary vocational education, and vocational education with general education. All the above
indicates that Hunan's educational development is going through a new phase, marked by
new problems as well as new features. In order to timely reflect the process of the great prac-
tiee in building a well-off society in an all-round way, to analyze the present state and trends
of educational reform and development, and to probe the important, difficult and hot issues
that are of wide social concern, the Education Development Research Institute of Hunan A-
cademy of Educational Sciences will, from 2003 on, edit and publish annual reports on
Hunan’s educational development— Annual Report on Educational Development in Hunan.

Established in July, 2002, the responsibilities of the Educational Develop R h
Institute of Hunan Academy of Educational Sciences mainly include the following: It under-

on Hunan’s educational development, includ-

takes the middle-term and long-term
ing comprehensive projects assigned by the provincial education administrations; it carries out

surveys and studies on the important and hot issues ing educational develop ; it
sponsors the journal Guide for Educational Strategies and edits annual reports on education-
al development; and it provides the education administrations with theoretical reference, pol-
icy consultation and information service.

Having comprehensibility, scientificity and practicality as its editorial principles, An-
nual Report on Educational Development in Hunan features both comprehensive reviews

and case studies, publicize the achievements in Hunan’s educational reform and development,




and strived to offer help to the administrative departments in their decision making.

*2003 Annual Report on Educational Development in Hunan is a product of the joint
efforts by the experts and scholars in governmental departments, colleges and universities, as
well as research institutes. The book consists of five parts. Part I, a survey of the present
ducational

state of Hunan’s education, reviews reform and develop in Hunan in 2001

and 2002, and analyzes the situation and trends of Hunan’s educational development. From
Part I1 to Part V, four hot issues, which are of wide concern by our government, educators
and the public, are subject to scrutiny from various perspectives and levels. These issues are
educational development in rural areas, quality of the higher education, non-governmental e-
ducation, and curriculum reformation in basic education.

It is a trailblazing drive for us 10 edit the Annual Report on Educational Development
in Hunanr. In the process of planning, designing and studying, we have tried our best to be
scientific, accurate and precise, and we wish in earnest that this book can be of referential
value to educational workers at all levels, administrative members or scholars, researchers or
practitioners, who are concerned about the development of Hunan’s educational cause. How-
ever, problems may still exist due to inadequate experience and study on the relevant issues.
We will do more in the coming issues. Any suggestions and comments to this book are wel-

come.

Editor-in-chief
February 2004
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