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Synopsis

Epic {Manas) has experienced its emersion, expan-
sion and dissemination for about a thousand years. In
the course of Its long expansion, {Manas ) has principal-
ly propagated and expanded orally and was polished and
song by hundreds of {Manas) epic singer ( manasqi ) in
different times. Jusup Mamai is the only manasqi who is
still living with us and can sing the complete verse of
epic {Manas ). In his variant, epic {Manas) consists
eight parts and is more than two hundred thousand lines
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of verse. (Critical biography of famous manasqi Jusup
Manas ) is the first monograph about famous Manasqi
Jusup Mamai and it will tell us more interesting things
about his epic learning and singing experience , his fami-
ly , the characteristic and the style of his {Manas ) vari-
ant and etc.

Two authors of the book have made a lot of investi-
gation and interviews, collected a vast amount of first—
hand materials about Jusup Mamai . On the basis of
these materials, they have analyzed the social and geo-
graphical circumstances of Jusup Mamai’s growing area,
his family, his talent for epic singing etc. And expound-
ed Jusup Mamai’s rule on the inheritance and develop-
ment of epic {Manas). Excepting this , the authors also
did a deeper research for Jusup Mamai’s epic singing tal-
ent , his relationship with the Manasqi living in other
area and in other time , recounted the distinguishing fea-
ture which has been shaped over decades of singing , in-
troduced other Kirghiz epics published in his variant ,
appraised his peculiar contribution for conserving and
glorify Kirghiz folk culture .

In short , this is the first monograph about out-
standing {Manas) singer Jusup Mamai, and is of great
referential and academic value to the further study of
epic {Manas ).
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