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Unit 1

Is There life on Earth?
(HLER A7 4= Srvg 7D

Part One Detailed Study of the Text
1. OQutline of the Text GRICEEE) .
. This is a humorous and satirical essay. Art Buchwald tells us that
Venusians are researching the human being and trying to explore the
possibility of life on Earth. Venusian scientists have come to the con-
clusion, based on their satellite landing, that there is no life on Earth.
The author’s aim is to criticize the large corporations and manufac-
turers in America which are pulluting the environment, and to call our
attentions to the fact that. man has pulluted his environment to such an
extent that he might destroy himself without environmental protection.
RRE-RMBRARKDE., kHFHE - FEARERANSEAL
EFREARRABREAGFENTRE, REANAMNIE, &
EENRERNBHER BRERA LS, ¥ EEMFDP LS
RFBHEEBANTALS B 65 RARMNEBXIH-AFL. Gk
LEIARE L ENFRTH ANRE DRFRBREERPHHR,
AXETHERRBE,
1. Language Points GEH &) .
~ 1. Is there life on earth? ——Is there any beings existing on earth?
o]l
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WIR EHEMG?

2. For the f‘irst time Venusian scientists managed to land a satellite
on the planet Earth, and it has been sending back signals.as well
as photographs ever since —— The Venusian scientists succeed-
ed launching the first satellite to the planet Earth, and it has
been returning many informations ever since. &8 F MBI ERE
KE—-F LR RIME E THR, HE BRERNIBREGSH
BA.
manage v:

(1) succeed (in doing something) Bt UL S
#1: @ Can you manage to paint the big classroom in two hours?
FRATRE BB ZE /N IR FE X R EE G 7
® 1 wondered how htix’e!_rla_nigggl_upder such difficult condi-
tions. REMEEXHEER RS TRIMNREHEBHT
FHY :
(2) control; handle; deal with B3 ;2% ; W1t
. 4. My mother always managed the house very well. B8 3
T BRBREEBREGNHEE.
. (@ The supermarket is badly managed.. XEBRE HHEHR
.
land v: come to land; put on land; bring (an aircraft etc. ) to
land BBl ; bR 38X 8]
#]: @ When did the enemy land? S ARt F B2
® This is the first airliner landed safely at the new airport.
REREHNGEEEMNE—FE L,
send back: cause (something or someone) to return
#l. © She went to live with her mother, but her mother sent
her back to her husband. HEIRE L& 54, Hih &

.2.



Book Two

pe st h

EEEEMED L RXET.
@ Please send the novel back to me when you’ve finished
reading it. /MEBTZE  HELH.
ever since: from then till now; contmually afterward B Me; M
B
- Hk: D We havé come to know each other ever since we studied
in the college. M X2FERITREMIAIRT .,
® My old father caught a bad cold last Monday and has
been in bed ever since. RME X & L EH—18 T EM
B, BIRE —HENRRR,

. The satellite was directed into an area known as Manhattan

(named after the g;eam\ astronomer Prof. Manhattan,
who first discovered it with his telescope 20 000 light years ago)
— The satellite was aimed at an area called Manhattan
(which was given the same name of the great Venusian astro-
nomer prof. Manhattan, who first found it with his telescope 20
000 light years-ago). X BT B i HERY & 513 X ny & 0345 (R LU <
ERFHAMXXERERBHBERLZM, EW?J‘?'&@E’IIV%‘X
BAGERE R TXMHERK).
be known as: be generally recognized as; be called 8iAJy 2 ;U
B B e
% : (D Hunan is known as the “land of fish and rice”. ¥gi R4
VN mmemkz s,
@) Beethoven is known as a famous musician. I £ 324
NHERBFRR.

name after: be given the same name (of) as Bfi-=fir4: &Ly
WFENE RS
#1: (O The machine is named after its inventor. X & HBE LI

o3o‘
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HEREHNEFRHEN.

@ The capital of the United States was named after the
first President George Washington. #E & #5& Li%E
H—ELETN - FEENLFHELN,

4. Venusian scientists were able to get valuable information as to
the feasibitity of a manned flying saucer landing on Earth ——
Venusian scientists could gain precious information about the -
possibility of a flying object with man landing on Earth 4 B #}
ERNVNTHRA T A XX R BT MRG0 = TN
as to; about; concerning %XF

" #4: @ The little girl didn’t mind as to these difficulties. X4~/
LBAEFXEEE,
@ There is no doubt as to his honesty. Xiib i35 2 % %
BEmey,

5. We have come to the conclusion, based on last week’s satellite
landing —— We have drawn the conclusion from last week’s
satellite landing {8 LR RS D EFREMNTN, RMNBH
TR -
come to a (the) conclusion: reach (draw) a (the)conclusion
hghie .

#. O The judge thought it over, but could come to no conclu-
sion. ZHFAFRT —TF,.BEABBEMER.
@ The leader has come to the conclusion that it would be
unwise to accept the young man’s proposal. $i S84
B RAX M FERANBRURRHEL,
base---on(upon) ;: found on; ground on; give (something) a rea-
son or starting point in (something) PA-s<itRY ;8- BT &
#: @ One should always base one’s opinion on facts. A Y8

¢4 o
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A ERBERFLNKE.
@ Socmllsm bases itself upon materialism. &3 LR
Wﬁ?ﬂ%ﬂﬂ%,
6. For one thing, Earth’s surface in the area of Manhattan is com-
posed of solid concrete and nothing can grow there —— First,
. Earth’s'surface in the area of Manhattan is made up of firm con-
crete and nothing can live there ¥ 5, 8 M ¥ b X £ 3R R TH
%@Bﬂ?ﬁ&iﬂgﬁ IR AKRBEBEELERK,
for one thing (+«-for another): in the first place (++-in the second
- place) W C--BE A AT RRRER)

#: D 1 can not go abroad this year. For one thing, I have no
time, and for another 1 have not money enough. 44
ARHE,-RRHRE, —RETS.

@ 'She does not think that he is her good husband For one
thing, he drinks; for another, he likes gamblug.g A
I BRAE LR, b—8W, —EM .

be composed of : be made up of (something, things, or people)

#: @ The cake was composed of flour, butter, eggs, and sug-
gar. ﬁﬁﬁ*&]}j@,ﬁﬂ JEEM RN .

® A cricket team is composed of eleven players WERB

11 BRI,
7. Whatdoesthiswflﬁng saucer program is con-
_—cfl;n’o;_d_‘g” —— What’s the meaning of this as for the plan> of flying

saucer? XX R AW KATHH BRI BHAE 487

as (so) far as---be concerned: as for; in respect of ReME

GEY:ET oy

#: O As £ar as the pattern is ooncemed 1 prefer thls sk:rt i ¥
AR  REFRXFBT. .

5.
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8.

@ As far as my knowledge is concerned, the children are
safe and sound. B, BFNEREE.. ,
T e T e —
You see this dark black cloud hovering over the surface of Earth?

“—=Have 'you found this dark black cloud hanging over the sur-

face of Earth? #RIIFY THEMRET LRENX A RRANE

Bugq - ‘ '

hover over:

(1) remain still or nearly still in the air above (something or
someone) & ¢ s RIE

$l: A bird is hovering over a big tree. —R&#EXR ERAME,

(2) threaten (someone) B A)

- il; The fear of dismissal’ has_been havering over me ever since

10.

11.

the director’s warning. B EEBEZE, ENERGDRZ
& —~HAZSEROK,
h into: cause to hit (something or someone) with force,
uu. accidentally 18t ;
#}: @ The car crashed into a bus on the brldge INETEFF L
E—-WafkRE.
" @ John has'crashed the car into the gate again. YN IBE
BMENET,
Stick up: be raised or kept upright 28 ; &7 , Bl
B . €D Stick up your hand if you know the answer. (R /RHE
AR RIEFERE,
@ He saw a green branch sticking up in the water. {7 %)
KE LM —RREK.
They’re some type of granite formations that give off light at
night —— They are some kind of granite structures that send
out light at night. EfTREMEEISREMIERELEH.

06 .
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Book Two

- give off: send out (something, esp. a liquid » light, or
smell) BAEH
#: (D The boiling water gives off steam. ?T‘?Kﬁﬁﬂi%ﬁ
@ The roses gave off a sweet fragrance. H{BEIEME 15

. . 7
12. If all you say is true, won’t this set back the flyi cer pro-
gram several years? — If what you have said is gli ight,

won’t this delay the flying saucer program a \ :
3

BRI , TR B R R ?
_ set back
(1) delay the advance of ﬁomethl—’ delay (so \/\%rom
advancing by (an amo time) Fﬂﬁ% BL
H. @ The oS set back t tional. develop-
- mentﬁ s. H asva’i\_@ RHRBELRT
inre in the facto ck production by several

{ \gﬂxward direction 5% ; /538
; TimB
: your chair back a little to get a better

that dog when he sets his ears back, it’s a sign that
&‘) he’s angry. /MULIREH MM B R EH , RERBEE
BHEIE.

13. Prof. Zog, why are we spending billions and billions of zilches to
land a flying saucer on Earth when there is no life there? ——
Prof. Zog, why do we spend so much money to launch a flying
saucer.on Earth since there is no being there? {EH 88, BEMR# =

o7 o \\
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REBH £, ﬂﬁﬁ]%ﬂ‘&i&?lﬁ%ﬁlﬁ Zilch TR RH
KEkoR?

zilch »: (American slang) zero; nothing. Here is used as 2 mon-
etary unit (RE @R, —EHA (L4 BERTRL)

Part Two Notes to Exercises
1. Ne‘a Words and Expressions (£S5 REFR)
1. the press conference (I.P.7): HMRH L, iDEBHES .
5- 2. !:E&'ﬁohdp ] pay attention to (V.P. 8): notice %% & i
> t{ﬂ.pay at&ﬁi\q_on to BIRAAL B UUBIER B0
é@lc"@ Did ybu notice her enter the laboratory R R & o
y &t!ﬁi—rm?m < 2 T
& You must pay attention to your pronunciation. #R7§ &
%Wﬁ%gﬂﬂ%ﬁﬁ*ﬁﬂm}ﬁﬁﬂ'&gtﬁ BAE R IE
B} - "; S
3. It goes w1th0|fsaym - (U.P. 9)’ “‘%ﬁ'ﬁ"ﬁ;.ﬁﬁ
ve no further use for sth. (1. P 9): Kﬁ 2. 7
5. beoutofslght(VIPQ) 2‘75 7 ; l

. the right person for the joh\(.XI P 11) {&%Ifﬁ&_ﬂ AJZ@
(‘\ﬁA%)

7. take steps to do sih. (XV. P.12), W&Kﬂ(%&
T TN — T
Readmg Practice

8. crystal clear (P, 14), ﬁiﬁ%ﬁ;ﬂ(eﬁlﬂﬁﬁ‘ﬁ ]
'9. have o tolerance for sth. (P:14), Xa‘---%&:-i’-l&
10. nothing but (P.15): R&, AR ;BT - a B F
Y. Chinese Translation of the Reading Practice (Si+H$41% )
ER-MRINEI TIAFA LT XHRREBN 407X,
G RE D 55— FE AR LB 5, BV BFSTA HOR,

8



