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MAKE SHAANXI KNOWN TO THE WORLD A

When writing a preface for this picture album, a sense of pride wells up in my heart as if | am enumerating the
valuables in my house. Through the ages, this piece of land has created and maintained so many Chinese and world
records that the Shaanxi people are proud of them. These records are the important contribution of Shaanxi to the
Chinese nation and to human civilization. In the mean time, here fies the best pass for this inland province to go to the
world.

Being "a sacred place with an area of eight hundred /i and rich in culture, and a world renown ancient city with five
thousand years of history, Shaanxi occupies an important place in Chinese history. Over a million years ago, Lantian ape-
men lived here. Six thousand years ago, the Banpo villagers left here their primitive houses and other cultural traces
typical of that of a prosperous matriarchal society. Before the tenth century, Shaanxi had been the political, economic,
and cultural center for a long time: more than 14 Dynasties had established capitals and more than 79 emperors held
power here, leaving behind numerous ancient relics and artifacts, making Shaanxi a natural historical museum. The
castles, tombs, palaces and city walls all seem to be telling glorious, sad, and moving stories. Xi‘an, capital city of
Shaanxi province, used to be the capital city of Tang Dynasty, called Chang’an. It had once been the biggest, the most
prosperous, and the most open international metropolitan in the world. The meaning of its name "Chang'an"~long-term
stability and peace — and its rich cultural connotations have not only influenced China but the whole world. Since 1978,
more than 280 heads of state, presidents, parliamentary leaders from over 80 countries and 5.25 million overseas
fourists have visited Shaanxi.

Shaanxi is located in the mid-west of China. From the north to the south, there are three natural regions-in. the
province: the Shanbei Plateau, Guanzhong Plain, and Qinba Mountainous Area. Its economy is relatively slow but ?}Jth
huge potential for further development. g

— Shaanxi is rich in natural resources. The northern region abounds with coal, natural gas, oil, and salt. Shenfu Coal
Field, with its 255.5 billion tons of reserve, is an excellent world-class coal field. It has a deposit of 300 billion cubic tons
of natural gas and 660 million tons of which have been exploited and transported to Xi'an and Beijing. Qinba
mountainous region in the south of the province is known as "the world's biological treasure-house." With the support of
the country, we are striving to build northern Shaanxi into a base of energy and heavy chemical industry while turning
southern Shaanxi into an industrial corridor with an emphasis on mineral, biological, and energy resources.

— Shaanxi stands in the forefront in terms of its capability in comprehensive scientific and technical development. In
the province, there are 43 colleges and universities, over 2,000 research institutes, and 820,000 technical staff
specialized in various fields. Of the most prestigious and very limited number of academicians of the Chinese Academy of
Sciences, 31 live and work in Shaanxi. At present, we are focusing on tuming our advantage in science and technology
and in education into advantage in their application. Meanwhile, we are accelerating the development of new and high-
tech industries and technical reforms of traditional industries. A high-tech and new-tech industrial center is gradually
taking shape in Guanzhong with two national class high-tech development zones in Xi'an and Baoji and an agricultural
high-tech development zone in Yangling.

— Shaanxi has a solid industrial basis with relatively complete categories. In the 1950's, of the 156 national key
projects, 24 were placed in Shaanxi. More factories moved to Shaanxi in the 1960's and 1970's. All of these form the
backbone of its industry. With more than 480 large and medium-size state-owned enterprises within the province and a
total state-owned capital of RMB160 billion yuan, Shaanxi occupies a significant place in the machinery, electronics, and
eriergy industries of China. Its national defense industry ranks the first in China.



D ENABLE SHAANXITO MEET THE WORLD

— Shaanxi is the gateway to the great Northwest of China. With the gradual opening-up and development of the
country from the east to the west, and the formation of the new Euro-Asia Continental Bridge economic zone, Shaanxi
will play an ever important role of connecting the east and west, the south and north. The capital city of the province Xi'an
has always been one with much investment from the state, and has now become the regional science and education
center, financial center, and commercial center. It is also the largest center in mid-west China for the circulation of
commodities and the distribution of goods and materials.

At the turn of the century, Shaanxi is facing a historical opportunity for development. Strategically, the central
government is attaching great importance to supporting the mid-west region: prioritizing projects in resources
development and infrastructure construction: encouraging Chinese and foreign investment in the mid-west; loosening
controls over projects that are now strictly restricted in coastal areas; giving more preferential loans to the mid-west; and
recently, when aiming to increase domestic demands, more support is given to the mid-west. These important policies will
undoubtedly promote the further opening-up and development of Shaanxi.

The central government has also taken a series of specific measures to support the development of Shaanxi. For
example, including the comprehensive treatment of the Loess Plateau in the national economic and social development
plan; placing a civil airplane factory in Yanliang; authorizing the construction of the Yangling Model High-tech Agricultural
Zone; planning the establishment of an energy and heavy industry base; deciding to accelerate the construction of the
Xi'an-Ankang Railroad and to start the construction of the Shenmu-Yan'an Railroad, so as to have a direct route
connecting the northwest and eastern China.

®Shaanxi pays great attention to improving its overall investment environment. A transportation network is established.
Aside from railways, there are over 350 kilometers of high-grade roads. Xi'an airport has established six international
flight routes to Nagoya and Hiroshima of Japan, Hong Kong, and Macao, and domestic routes connecting more than sixty
large and medium-size cities in China. It has a developed post and telecommunication network with direct dialling access
to anywhere in the world. In the mean time, we are also making efforts to improve Shaanxi's "soft" investment
environment by setting up and perfecting the public security system, policy-related and legal systems, comprehensive
service system, and information support system to protect the interests and rights of investors.

The development of Shaanxi can never be isolated from the rest of the world. It is proved in history that whenever
Shaanxi was open, it was more developed in economy and culture and vice versa. Hence, in recent years, Shaanxi has
adopted the strategy of "development through opening-up" and the idea of "exchanging resources for technology, equity
for capital, markets for projects, and reserve for increment." Shaanxi is actively taking part in the economic globalization
process and seeking development through participation.

Over one hundred pictures, together with their captions, lead us to a brief and sacred visit to the ancient and modern
Shaanxi: from the tomb of our ancestor Huangdi to the "Eighth Wonder of the World" — the terracotta warriors, from Xiyu
("the western region") where Zhanggian set his feet on to the Satellite Monitoring Center that represents the state of the
art level of Chinese aerospace industry and such aircraft manufacturing enterprises as Xi'an Aircraft Factory and Shaanxi
Aircraft Factory. Human intelligence, like sparkling stars, has shed light on our yesterday and today, and will stimulate us
to create a much brighter tomorrow. As the Chinese poem goes, "There will be a time when we will ride the winds and
break the waves, when we will explore the blue sea in full sail", The world will learn more about Shaanxi, and Shaanxi will
definitely walk to the world in firm steps.
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The Huangdi Mausoleum lies on the top of Qiaoshan
Mountain, Huangling County, Shaanxi Province. Huangdi is
taken as the first ancestor of Chinese nation. This tomb covers
an area of 566.7 hectares Some 80 thousand cypress trees
grow on the towering Qiaoshan Mountain, with Jushui River
flowing around. The tomb area contains 3 parts: area in front of
Xuanyuan Temple, Xuanyuan Temple, and the Tomb of
Huangdi.

Xuanyuan (another name of Huangdi) Temple is the main
place for Chinese people of different dynasties to offer

crifi to this first ancesto the central line of this
temple are the gate ge-pavilion, the stele pavilion and
the grand hall respectively. This temple preserves funeral

HIMEARG AR TR GRS NEY
Overseas Chinese having a picture taken in front of
the Momument For the Return of Hong Kong at
Huangdi Mausoleum

himself

orations and inscriptions of every dynasty when offering sacrifices to
Huangdi. There are 15 cypress trees inside the temple, among
which the most famous one is "the cypress planted by Huangdi
himself". This cypress is about 5,000 years old, 19 meters in height,
and 11 meters in diameter. It is called "the father of world's cypress".
Another unique cypress is called the "Cypress in Amour' because
the whole tree is covered with numerous speckles and looks like a
knight in shinning armor.

Each dynasty of Chinese history has the tradition to offer
sacrifices to the first ancestor Huangdi. The sacrificing activity in
Qingming festival (the 5th day of April according to Chinese lunar
calendar) here these years becomes a symbol of the unification of
domestic and overseas Chinese.
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BANPO VILLAGE SITE
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The ruins of Banpo Village in Xi'an with a total area of around
100 thousand sguare meters, reflect the typical and complete
matrilineal society in the Yellow River Basin. The Banpo Museum
set up in 1958 was the first museum of the ruins, where the most
complete primitive social village was kept. In the Museum were
reflected the natural environment, social manner, status of
production and life, and relics of culture in Xi'an area six thousand
years ago. From its formation, the Banpo Village is separated into
the residence area, pottery-making area, and cemetery area.
During the excavation, here were found more than ten thousand
pieces of tools for production and living, 46 ruins of comparatively
complete houses, and many cellars for storage, fold for raising
animals, etc.. Among them, the best representative for the basic
characteristics of the Yangshao Culture in Banpo Village is the
pottery industry. Most of the potteries excavated here are colorful.
Incidentally, there were some black and gray potteries. Most of the
potteries are articles for daily use, such as drinking utensils, water
containers, kitchen utensils and utensils for storage. These
utensils were made elegantly with various formations represented
by the bottom-pointed bottle and the basin carved with a fish with
a human face, Besides, signs were also found in Banpo Village of
grains, cabbages, leaf mustards and the raising of pigs and
sheep
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THE FIRST MUSEUM OF THE RUINS IN CHINA

A reproduced scence of the historic Banpo Village
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Cang Jie living in the remote ancient times, was said to be the
inventor of the Chinese characters. He was an official in charge of history
writing for Emperor Huangdi. He was the ancestor of Chinese character
and one of the "Four Great Men" in China. His family name had been
Hougang. but Emperor Huangdi granted him another surname "ca g"
praise his achievements in creating the Chinese characters. The structure
of the character Cang ({z) shows a person above a king, or in other
words.a king beneath a person. Cang Jie was born in Yangwu Village in
Baishui county, Shaanxi Province and died at the age of 111 in Xiangting
(the Cang Jie Temple now), Baishui County.

Cang Jie created characters according to pitographs and systemized
them into two books. The legacy "the stela of niagjishu writing systemn of
Cang Jie" was kept in the front hall of Cang Jie Temple. The niaojishu
writing system develops Chinese characters through picturing and knots-
tying. It is a great unprecedented event in the histary of Chinese
characters.

To commemorate him, the local people planted pine trees where he
was buried and built a temple and a grave. The temple was nowadays
called Cang Jie Temple. The temple took its shape in the fifth year of Yanxi
Emperor (162 A.D.). East Han Dynasty. Now there are 16 stelas kept inside
the temple. Among them, "the stela of Niaojishu writing system of Cang Jie"
and the "stela of Cang Jie Temple in East Han Dynasty" are the most
precious ones (which have been moved to the Forest of Stelas in Xi'an).
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