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Book 23
The Second Volume on Wei

Gongsun Yan and Tian Pan Tried to Win Over the Troops
of Qi and Wei to Attack Zhao

Gongsun Yan and Tian Pan tried to win over the troops
of the state of Qi and the state of Wei to attack the state of
Zhao. However, neither the king of Wei nor the king of Qi
wanted to support them in this regard. Gongsun Yan said,
“If each of you send fifty thousand soldiers, the state of Zhao
will be defeated within five months. ” Tian Pan said, “A state
taking military action without due regard will soon find itself
in danger. A state resorting to trickery will soon be in
trouble. Now you said that it was very easy to destroy the
state of Zhao, but I am afraid that it will lead to future
problems. ” Gongsun Yan said, “ You are indeed unwise.
These two sovereigns already didn’t want to join us. Now
you are going to tell them how difficult it is to terrify them.
Thus Zhao will not be attacked and our plan will result in
failure. On the other hand, if you declare that military action
will be easy, we will won them over. If war is imminent, and
the sovereigns of Qi and Wei realize that they are in danger,
how dare they rest their officers and men and refuse to
reinforce us?” Tian Pan said, “Good.” Then he persuaded
these two sovereigns to take Gongsun Yan’s advice. As a

result, Gongsun Yan and Tian Pan won over the troops of Qi
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and Wei. Before their troops reached the border, the
sovereigns of Qi and Wei were afraid that they might be
defeated at the front, so they decided to dispatch all the
officers and men to join them. Then the troops of Zhao were
badly defeated.

Gongsun Yan Visited Wei’s King

Gongsun Yan visited the king of the state of Wei and
said, “I have tried my best to work for you to enlarge your
territory and help you gain an honourable and high
reputation. However, Tian Xu intends to traduce me, and
you also trust him. Thus I cannot accomplish any
achievements at all. If you dismiss Tian Xu from office, I will
stay here to work for you. If Tian Xu is still employed, I will
ask for your permission to leave. ” The king said, “Tian Xu is
my important court official. How can I explain to people all
over the world or to the court officials of our own state if I
sentence him to death or dismiss him from office just because
you and he are at odds with each other? Now, I will forbid
him to interfere with your undertakings. If he doesn’t listen
to me, I will sentence him to death or dismiss him for you.
What do you think of that?” Gongsun Yan agreed to this.
Then he fravelled to the east to meet Tian Ying and made an
agreement with him. He called back Tian Wen and appointed
him to be prime minister of the state of Wei, and he accepted

the position of prime minister of the state of Han himself.
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On Tian Xu’s Behalf,Su Dai Had a Talk with Wei’s King

On behalf of Tian Xu, Su Dai had a talk with the king of
the state of Wei and said, “Do you think Tian Wen does his
best to serve our state, or do you think he exerts himself
more in serving the state of Qi?” The king said, “He exerts
himself more in serving Qi.” “Do you think Gongsun Yan
does his best to serve our state, or do you think he exerts
himself more in serving the state of Han?” The king said,
“He exerts himself more in serving Han.” Then Su Dai said,
“Gongsun Yan pays more attention to the state of Han than
to the state of Wei. Tian Wen pays more attention to the
state of Qi than to the state of Wei. These two persons are
using your state to enhance their own undertakings abroad,
including some things they shouldn’t do. However, you do
not seem to realise this. Therefore, your state will be
weakened. It would be better if you employ Tian Xu to
observe the conduct of these two persons for you. Then they
will say, ‘ Tian Xu doesn’t take our side. If we take actions
disadvantageous to the state of Wei, he will vilify us in front
of His Majesty. > Then they won’t dare to work disloyally for
you. Whether or not these two persons act for the good of
your state, you can find it out by employing Tian Xu to work
for you. 1 think this is to your advantage and can also
facilitate your undertakings. ” The king said, “Very good.”
Then he employed Tian Xu as expected.
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Shi Ju Spoke I1l of Gongsun Yan in Front of Wei’s King

Shi Ju spoke ill of Gongsun Yan in front of the king of
the state of Wei. So Gongsun Yan wanted to get Shi Ju into
trouble. Therefore,he told Zhang Yi, “I am going to ask His
Majesty to devolve the state on you, thus His Majesty will be
regarded as a Yao or a Shun. But please refuse to take it
over. Therefore, you will be considered as a Xu You.
Accordingly,I will ask His Majesty to confer a county with
ten thousand families on you as your fief. ” Zhang Yi was very
happy, so he sent Shi Ju to visit Gongsun Yan frequently.
When the king of Wei heard of this, he wouldn’t appoint Shi
Ju to any position. As a result, Shi Ju left the state of Wei

without saying good-bye to the king.

Chu’s King Attacked the Area South of Liang

The king of the state of Chu dispatched troops to attack
the area south of the capital of Liang of the state of Wei. The
troops of the state of Han took occasion to invade the region
of Qiang. On behalf of Gongsun Yan, Cheng Hui had a talk
with the king of Han and said, “If you attack Qiang
immediately, the troops of Chu will march further into Wei.
If the troops of Wei can not resist, they will surrender to Chu
and follow Chu’s orders. Thus the state of Han will be under
threat. Hence, you’d better give up attacking Qiang. If Wei

is free from Han’s aggressions, it will confront the troops of
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Chu. If the troops of Wei lose, they won’t be able to defend
the capital of Liang, let alone Qiang. If they win, they will

be exhausted, then it will be easy for you to seize Qiang.”

King Hui of Wei Died

After the death of King Hui of the state of Wei, the date
of the funeral ceremony was drawing near. There happened to
be a heavy snowfall and the snow that accumulated on the
ground could almost reach the eyes of a cow. Many court
officials expostulated with the crown prince and said, “Since
it is snowing so heavily now, please rearrange the funeral
ceremony for another day. If we keep to the current schedule,
the common people will feel extremely tired and we will
hardly be able to bear the cost of the funeral.” The crown
prince said, “ For a son, it is not righteous to delay the
funeral ceremony of his father because of the fatigue of the
common people and the deficiency of the state’ s assets.
Please do not mention it again. ”

No one among the court officials dared to argue with him
again, so they told Xi Shou about it. Xi Shou said, “I could
do nothing to stop him either. Possibly Mr Hui is the only
person who can stop him. I would tell Mr Hui about it. ”

Mr Hui said, “All right. I will do it. ” He then took a
carriage to see the crown prince and asked,“Isn’t the date of
the funeral ceremony drawing near?” The crown prince said,
“Yes,it is. ” Mr Hui said, “Previously, King Ji Li was buried

at the foot of Mount Chu. Water cascaded down from the
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mountain flooded the tomb and as a result, the front part of
the coffin was uncovered. King Wen said, °Look! Our
former king must have wished to take a look at his court
officials and people again, so he let the water uncover the
front part of his coffin. > He then had the coffin dug out, put
veils all around it and held court on the spot, so that all the
common people could come to say good-bye to the deceased
king. Then he was buried again three days later. That was
the righteousness of King Wen. Now the date of the funeral
ceremony is drawing near. However,it is snowing so heavily
that the snow accumulated on the ground has almost reached
the eyes of a cow. It is very difficult to walk on the road. If
you insist on holding the funeral ceremony according to the
current schedule, I am afraid that our people might think that
you are doing it hurriedly on purpose. Please rearrange it for
another day. Our deceased king must want to stay for a while
to satisfy his state and people, so he has made it snow very
heavily. Therefore, please rearrange it for another day. That
is also in accordance with the righteousness of King Wen. If
you insist on holding it according to the schedule, 1 am afraid
that you might be too ashamed to follow in the footsteps of
King Wen?” The crown prince said, “How wise your opinion
is! I will take your advice to rearrange the funeral ceremony
for another day. ”

Huizi had not only persuaded the crown prince to take his
advice, but also induced him to pay attention to the
righteousness of King Wen by not holding the funeral

ceremony of the deceased king too hurriedly. Constantly
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