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Abstract

This paper is based on the following theories: culture is the boost-
er of economic development, the pharos of political civilization and the
binder of social harmony. That is, culture acts as the soul of social de-
velopment.

On the basis of the theories above, this paper, from cultural per-
spective, studies the interaction between Anhui culture and Anhui so-
ciety during the period of the Republic of China. It is made up of three
components logically: the first one illustrates the interaction between
Anhui culture and Anhui society, which elaborates how Anhui Prov-
ince fell behind is due to Anhui culture, with the conclusion that it is
not more than one hundred years since Anhui was squeezed out of ad-
vanced provinces in the period of the Republic of China. The view is
proven wrong that Anhui has been a poverty — stricken and backward
province in history.

The second component presents 3 reasons why Anhui culture drew
Anhui into backwardness. . Anhui culture was weak in leading
Anhui’s social development for lacking industrial and commercial
spirit. ]j. The motive forces were consumed by internal strife and
human resource loss due to Anhui culture. iii. Some other social and
economic elements resulting from Anhui culture worsened Anhui’
s development.

The third component gives specific countermeasures to improve

Anhui culture. | . To create social conditions for Anhui culture im-
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provement beginning with the cultural existence the objective state

of the productive forces and production relation. ij . To modernize peo-

ple the subject of culture beginning with the cultural vehicle. iii.
To clear channels for cultural communication beginning with cultural
communication. jv. To find the breakthrough for cultural innovation
beginning with the cultural function of gathering motive forces. v. To
develop harmonious culture beginning with the cohesion of cultural
harmony. In a word, a mainstream culture with scientific, subjective,
popular, innovative and harmonious features should be developed for

the acceptance of different cultural masses, which leads Anhui to leap

forward in social development.
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