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English Translation

Lesson One The Largest Country in Asia

The People’s Republic of China (PRC) is located in the Northern Hemisphere, in the east and middle
of Asia and along the west coast of the Pacific Ocean.

China has a vast territory and a land area of about 9.6 million square kilometers, which approximately
equals to the entire territory of Europe and ranks the largest in Asia.

China borders fourteen countries by land, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea(DPRK),
Russia, Mongolia, Pakistan, India, Nepal, and Vietnam etc. Across the seas to the east are the Republic of
Korea (ROK) and Japan, and to the south are other neighbors including the Philippines.

China has a long coastline and boasts a mainland coastline of more than eighteen thousand kilometers.
It is flanked to the east and south by the Bohai sea, the Yellow Sea, the East China Sea and the South
China Sea,and more than 5,000 islands dot China’s vast maritime domain.

China

The land of China is vast and beautiful, and the distance from north to south is over 5,500 kilometers.
When the northern province Heilongjiang is in freezing winter, Hainan Island of South China is already
decorated with blooming flowers and it’s summer time on the islands of the South China Sea. The dis-
tance from east to west measures over 5,000 kilometers with four hours of time difference. When the sun
rises over the Wusuli River in the east, the Pamires in the west is still under a starry night.
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Lesson Two Population and Nationalities

China is the most populous country in the world, and with over 1,300 million people, which accounts
for twenty-two percent of the world’s total population.

Although China has a large amount of population, its distribution is extremely uneven, with more than
90% reside in the eastern part and the rest 10% inhabit in the west, a vast area taking up 50% of the entire
territory.

There are fifty-six nationalities in China The Han nationality is by far the largest, making up 91.59%
of the total population. The total population of other 55 ethnic minorities is 106.43 million leading with
Zhuang, Mongol, Hui, Tibetan, Uygur and Man nationalities. These minorities mainly reside in the moun-
tainous areas, pastoral regions, plateaus, and forest regions of the Southwest, Northwest and Northeast
China.

Currently, the average life-span of Chinese people is sixty-eight to seventy years. Ninety-five per-
cent of children attend elementary school and the number of high school and college students increases
each year.

Festivals of Ethnic Minorities

1. Nadamu

Nadamu is a Mongolian gala held around July and August when flowers bloom on the grassland along
with lush grass and fat sheep. The main activities of the traditional mass meeting on the prairie include
trading and fairs as well as matches of horse racing, archery and wrestling, in which Mongolian children
participate as early as five or six.

2. Losar

Losar is the Tibetan New Year, the first day of the year according to Tibetan calendar. To celebrate
it, people clean the house, make pastries, exchange hada (kha-btags), sing and dance, and greet each
other with best wishes.

3. Feast of Fast Breaking

The Feast of Fast Breaking is an important festival of Hui nationality, which is celebrated on the first
day of the month of Shawwal (the tenth month according to the Hui calendar). To celebrate the feast,
people will dress in their best and gather in mosques to pray in congregation. During the feast various
kinds of delicious fried foods are made and served at home. Other nationalities including Uygur and
Kazak nationality also celebrate the festival.

4. Water Splashing Festival

The Water Splashing Festival is held by the Dai Nationality in April around the Tomb-Sweeping Day
and lasts for three days. During the festival, people will sprinkle water onto each other for good fortune,
sing and dance, and organize dragon boat racing.
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