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Introduction to Hangzho

Chapter | Introduction to Hangzhou
(BT 4T 4R)

A General Survey of Hangzhou

Hangzhou is one of the most important tourist cities in
China, famous for its natural beauty and historical and cultural
heritages. Hangzhou, the capital of Zhejiang Province, is the
provincial center in politics, economy, culture, science and
education. '

Hangzhou is located on the lower reaches of Qiantang River
in southeast China, with a distance of 180 kilometers to
Shanghai. It is one of the key cities in the Yangtze River Delta
area. The geographical position of the city proper is latitude
30°16’ north and longitude 120°12’ east.

Hangzhou lies in subtropical monsoon climate region,
enjoying four distinct seasons with an annual average temperature
of 16. 2°C. The annual average rainfall is 1,500 millimeters and
the annual rainy days are about 155 days.

Under the jurisdiction of Hangzhou are 8 districts, 3 county-
level cities and 2 counties, which cover an area of 16,596 square
kilometers with a population of 6.66 million, including 3, 068
square kilometers of city proper area and city population of 4. 14

million people. (According to the statistics of 2006)
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With a history of over 2200 years, Hangzhou is one of the
cradles of Chinese civilization. In 1982, Hangzhou was listed as

the important historical and cultural city by the State Council.

Brief History of Hangzhou

As early as 4,700 years ago, there were people living in the
Hangzhou area. Archaeological finds at Liangzhu, 18 kilometers
northwest of Hangzhou, indicate a primitive tribal village whose
members were mostly engaged in agriculture once prospered on
this fertile plain during the Neolithic Age.

The Great Yu, king of the Xia Dynasty, is said to have
visited the area where the present Hangzhou is located.

During the Warring States Period and Qin Dynasty, a county
government, Qiantang County, was established in the Hangzhou
area under the prefecture of Kuaiji, now Shaoxing.

During the Southern and Northern Dynasties, Qiantang
County was changed to Qiantang Prefecture.

In 589, Sui Dynasty, Qiantang Prefecture is renamed Hangzhou,
the name of which was recorded in history books for the first time.
The construction of the Grand Canal guaranteed Hangzhou’ s
economic, agricultural and cultural development.

In 822, Tang Dynasty, the famous poet Bai Juyi, arrived in
Hangzhou to serve as governor and contributed to Hangzhou’s
growth by dredging the lake and building the causeway. The silk
production developed rapidly in the Tang Dynasty.

During the Five Dynasties and Ten Kingdoms, Hangzhou
served as capital of Wuyue for 86 years. Due to the stability of the
kingdom, many Buddhist temples were built, giving Hangzhou
the name “Kingdom of Buddhism”.
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In 1071, Northern Song Dynasty, the famous poet Su
Dongpo arrived in Hangzhou to serve as deputy governor for three
years. Later he returned in 1089 as governor. He contributed a
lot to Hangzhou by dredging the West Lake, building the Su
Causeway and restoring the six wells.

In the third year of Jianyan of the Southern Song Dynasty
(1129 AD), Emperor Gaozong moved southward to Hangzhou
and upgraded it as the site of the prefectural city of Lin’an. In the
eighth year of Shaoxing (1138 AD), Lin’ an was officially
determined as the capital, which lasted more than 140 years.

During the Yuan Dynasty, though many important buildings

were destroyed in the war, Hangzhou remained a major trading
port and an important city of southeastern China. In the 13th
century, when the Italian traveler Marco Polo was appointed as an
official in Yangzhou, he frequently visited Hangzhou and fell in
love with it. In his book, Hangzhou was depicted as the most
beautiful and splendid city in the world.

In the Ming Dynasty, as the center of commerce, the silk
industry in Hangzhou developed very fast.

In the early period of the Qing Dynasty, Emperor Kangxi and
his grandson Emperor Qianlong visited Hangzhou several times.
Hangzhou suffered much damage when imperialist powers invaded
China in the Opium War. Hangzhou was damaged again during
the Taiping Peasant War.

From 1937 to 1945, during the period of the Republic of
China, Hangzhou was occupied by Japanese soldiers. Many sites
were looted and damaged.

On May 3, 1949, Hangzhou was liberated by the People’ s

Liberation Army and began to write its new chapter of development in
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history. Hangzhou Municipal People’s Government was set up on May
24, 1949.

Today, Hangzhou has become an international tourist city
that has opened its arms to people from different parts of the

globe.

A City of Five Capitals

Ancient Capital (3 # 4t M)

Being the capital of Wuyue Kingdom and the Southern Song
Dynasty for 237 years, Hangzhou is one of the seven ancient
capitals in China, and known as a “culture center”. There are lots
of historical relics in Hangzhou including the Remains of the
Southern Song Imperial City, the Remains of the Southern Song
Royal Ancestral Temple and the Southern Song Imperial Kiln.
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Capital of Silk (£ # 4 M)

Hangzhou has long been known as “Capital of Silk”. Its
history of planting mulberries and breeding silkworms can be
traced back to the Warring States Period over 2,000 years ago,
and the silk production reached its climax in the Tang Dynasty.
During the Southern Song Dynasty, Hangzhou became the
national center for the production and trade of silk. Hangzhou
silk has over ten categories and 200 odd varieties, and some
famous products won the gold and silver medals in the country.
China National Silk Museum is located at the foot of Yuhuang
(Jade Emperor) Hill, southeast of the West Lake.

Capital of Tea (F#5 4t M)

Hangzhou offers favorable conditions for growing tea. The
world famous Dragon Well Green Tea (Longjing tea) ranks the
top of the Ten Renowned Teas in China for its “green color,
fragrant aroma, nice shape and sweet taste”. The Dragon Well
Green Tea which used to be a tribute to the Qing Dynasty
emperors and their loyal families has a history of more than 1,200
years. China National Tea Museum is located among the tea

gardens, west of the West Lake,

Oriental Capital of Leisure (% 7 tk [{ = #)

The charm of Hangzhou lies in its picturesque views of the
lake. Due to the city’s beautiful and comfortable environment,
Hangzhou people are free from tension, stress, and intense
competition. Over the past several years, the city has continued

to improve the living environment and its endeavor in the
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reconstruction and protection of the ecological environment has
borne fruits. In 2001, Hangzhou won a UN award for its living
environment. In October 2002, Hangzhou was awarded the title
of “International Garden City”—the world’ s highest honor that
encourages and rewards a city for its excellent ecological
environment.

While making efforts to reach the goal of “International
Ecological City”, Hangzhou also carries out comprehensive
renovation and protective development to the West Lake, the
Grand Canal and the Qiantang River. In December 2002,
Hangzhou Municipal Government began to implement the West
Lake Westward Project. On May 1, 2005, Xixi Wetland National
Park was open to public. Hangzhou was proud to host

International Leisure Exposition in 2006.

Capital of Love (& = #)

Hangzhou’ s ancient culture is accompanied by beautiful
stories. Meeting after one thousand years at the Broken Bridge of
the West Lake, studying together for three years at Wansong
Academy of Classical Learning, the ancient bridge beside the
Mucai Pavilion, all these colorful tourist resources of love indicate
that from ancient times Hangzhou has been regarded as the origin
of warm and romantic love. Hangzhou is certainly an ideal place

for honeymooners both from home and abroad.

A Paradise City (K& HiM )

Hangzhou, a Paradise for Tourists ik j # #y & &)

Hangzhou has known as the paradise on earth since ancient
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times.

The world-famous West Lake surrounded by green hills on
three sides lies to the west of the city. The Grand Canal and the
Qiantang River run their ways through the city. As Bai Juyi’s
poem goes, “I cannot bear to leave Hangzhou, part of the
reason—the West Lake.” Another quotation comes from Marco
Polo, an Italian traveler in the 13th century, who said Hangzhou
was the most splendid and luxurious city in the world. Mr. Deng
Xiaoping, the initiator of China’s reform and opening-up, also
said Hangzhou called for the development of tourist industry.

Hangzhou has two national resorts, two national protection
areas and five national forest parks. After four-year renovation,
the West Lake reproduces the old poetic scene of Two Pagodas
Mirroring in the Lake, Three Islets Floating in the Lake and
Three Dykes Crossing the Lake. There are over one million
overseas visitors and 30 million domestic visitors coming to visit
Hangzhou every year.

Shopping in Hangzhou is exciting. Visitors like to go to
Qinghefang Street, one of the most famous and historic streets in
the city with many features from the Southern Song Dynasty.
People can admire the ancient buildings while purchasing items
from a wide range of local goods such as silk, tea or maybe a silk
parasol or a beautiful Hangzhou fan.

A visit to Hangzhou will be a pity without tasting the local
delicacies. Hangzhou dishes are noted for their elaborate
preparation, sophisticated cooking and refreshing taste. It is
recommended that one should try Beggar’s Chicken (a chicken
baked in clay), West Lake Fish in Sweet Sour Sauce (fresh fish
caught from the lake and coated with vinegar), Dongpo Pork
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(braised pork) and Fried Shrimps with Longjing Tea.

Hangzhou, a Paradise of Hi-tech (& £ # % %)

As a modern city, Hangzhou has also become a key national
base of information technology, e-commerce, e-government,
digital television broadcasting, and software and integrated circuit
production. In the recent years Hangzhou aiming to be “Silicon
Valley in Paradise” has attached much importance to the
development of high and new technology industries, among which
the information technology, new pharmacy, environmental
protection and new materials have become the pillar industries of
Hangzhou. It has also strengthened six industry chains, that is,
telecommunications,  software, integrated circuit, digital
television broadcasting, animation and online game. In June 2005
Hangzhou held the first China International Animation Festival
and later carried out a series of policies to build the city into the

Animation Capital of China.

West Lake Expo (76 # 1 % 2)

The West Lake Expo, featuring the beauties and wonders of
the West Lake, was first held in 1929, which has made it a
historic event of Zhejiang Province. The first West Lake Expo
took as its theme “Promoting national products, rewarding
industrial businesses, and prospering culture”. Lasting 128 days
and having over 20 million visitors, the West Lake Expo became a
comprehensive exposition of international influence, setting new
records for Chinese expositions. In 2000, Zhejiang Province and
Hangzhou Municipality decided to hold the West Lake Expo once

a year to build a new base for developing the tourism and



