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. LESSON ONE
AR > < S
Econorthic Gonﬂddrntmns of Organic Faﬁnmgm

The ‘“‘organic” farming movement in thc Umtcd Statcs
is one of the vast; concerns about ecology over the last 10 years
that-may be about to bear fruit. Debate over the scientific
principles is still being fiexcely waged, and will probably con-
" tinue for at least another decade. Yet the lines between the
skeptics and the advocates are not as firmly drawn as they
were a few years ago.® Many university scientists are now
admitting - that some aspects of organic agriculture are worka-
ble. Most important, the theoretical arguments® arc.hcing
put into' practice.

There is no question that orgamc mcthods can be comr
petitive ‘economically .and may become even more competi-
tive as natural gas prices begin to reflect true replacement
costs.® Studies since 1974 have shown that organic farmers
are able to maintain the same profit levels as -conventional
cheémical farmers by cutting their costs while suffering only
slight decreases in yields..

. Critics often argue. that the United States will be “starv-
ing the rest of the world” by turning to grganic farming, but
. this argument does not scem justified. Sending.American

s 1 o



surpluses to developing countries may hurt the small farmers
in those countries who are trying to bring their own goods to
market. At the same time, there seems to be little sense in
continuing large-scale oﬁerproduction when it may mean that
U. S. soil will be less able to produce crops at some future
point.® If American agriculture were made more efficient —
by lowering energy input and reducing surplus problems —
it -‘wonld- free up svesources that would make the rest of the
economy more efficient. . '
The' increased efficiency and greater division of labor
have lcft the farmers facing only a few major problems (besides
their ‘normal difficulties with the weather): continuing over-
production; the rising cost of fertilizers, pesticides, and her-
bicides and thé gradual depletion of organic matter in the soil,
which has led to increased hardpan and erosion.® Some
areas of Kansas and Nebraska have reported hardpan ground
a half-meter deep. The agricultural machinery companies
"have responded by building bigger tractors to pull the plows,
but the heavy tractors are causing even greater compaction.
Where hardpan occurs, rainwater no longer soaks into the
ground but runs directly off the land, taking large quantities of
soil with it. Some soil scientists now estimate that the topsoil
from the equivalent of a 40-hectare farm ends up at the bot-
tom of the Mississippi River every day because of erosion.®@
In the midst of this, there are a few organic farmers. They
seem to be doing very well with their new method of “natural”
farming. Their crop yields have stayed at about the same
levels they used te-get, while their costs have dropped mark-
edly. ‘Their soil have become so soft and workable that plowing



is gimple, while other farmers are buying bigger and bigger
tractors 1o fight hardpan conditions where the loss of organic
matter has made their soil harden up like cement. Their
soil’s water retention capacity has increased, so they need
less water than other farmers, and erosion is no longer a pro-
blem.. - _ .
With organic farming there is an enormous potential
for dealing with a large portion’ of America’s environmental
problems by recognizing that organic materials are actually
a resource rather than “wastes”.® ‘More than half of the
U. S. river and ocean pollution is caused by human sewage
that could be'-¢omposted into an important agricultural pro--
duét. The 'problem of animal manures is 10 times as great
in volume, and could bé treated in the same way. Several
small companies in the Midwest are already comiposting feedlot
manure and selling 'it'back to the farmers. The same thing
could be ‘done with ‘food-processing wastes. A growing ‘re:
alization among entréprencurs that these “‘wastes” are wvalua-
ble soil-building materiali ‘could solve many envirénmental
peobleins : without ‘cosly regulation or huge public works
project. L '

It must be tecognized ‘that there are real obstacles and
dangers to"making the ‘thangeover from heavy use of agricul-
tural chemicals to more iorganically oriented methods. It
would be particularly Harmful, for instance, to start passing
regulations basnirig agficultural chemicals or making them
more difficult to ase. Nor would it make much sense to start
setting uﬁ_’ firiancial incentives to push farmers into organic
methods. - Thé current pace of change, where the risks are
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being assumed by individual farmers by choice, scems -more
than sufficient.® Even the most enthusiastic organic farmers
want agricultural chemicals available if they are needed, and
it is only the hardcore environmentalists who want to see them
banned, Agricultural chemicals can still play a large role
in an organically oricnted system, and some kind of healthy
mixture of the two may eventually emerge.i@
From: Horizon USA, No. 36
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" High inflation in U. S. has resulted in thc erosion of the

purchasing power of the masses.
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Word Study
Aspect

aspect n.

1.
The problem ofpndng' 4dn-all its aspects should' bse seri-
ously considered.
The favorable aspect of the proposal should by no
means be overlooked.

2. BF, bk, HE

- The market situation has assumed a new aspect.
"He is a man with a-sérious aspect.

3. (REPMINE,
A room with a south-facing aspect is preferable.

[

~Advecate .

advocate v, Sk,  W{E, WP :
As has been known thé¢ world over, what the Soviet re-
visionists advocate is tiof the socialist line but the capitalist
line. o S '

The supply-sidérs (fitpy %) advocate moving towards
the reestablishment of gold standard in order to enforce
discipline -6 the’ monetary authorities.

Milton Friedman, an economist -of the Chicago School,
is an advocate of free market economy.
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. The advocates. of ;,economic reform: hold that state. ad-
ministrative bodies should be separated from economic
ones in order to: czeaie. a decentralized form of manage-,
mgeat, in whxch jieach. gnterprise functions as an indepen-
- dent accounting ynit,

adivocator ... G4{EH, wrE .
+He is a staunch, adyocator of Say’s. Law of Markcts that
“supply createg, its_ own d@na.ad”
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The imperious demand for the protection of seil
against: .erosion. fully justifies -the need for organic

fanmng e
Ore; must not E}ustrfy hgmsq:lf for wbatever ‘mistakes
. he might commit, .

2 B\, EX :

.+ . -%The end justifies, the. mcaga” has lang bcen the bour-
geois ideology that guides their commog:behﬁylor
justifiable ¢, A Hg, WA TER
. A].l cq;;mdercd, the claim fm; damage seems Jusuﬁable.

Respond

respond of, | WIRL, ikﬁmi; EE .
It is our duty to respond to the call of our Party for the
four modernizations,
In cage of acadeq.t, thc mmrance _company would res-
3. poml m-gconom;c chs sustamed by the policy holder.
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The clerk at I:hc qukry desk mpondcd in dm.l.l to the

inquiries. ' -
respondence (respondency) a. WM RRE, —¥

The respondence that “tonsumers will buy a larget'quan-

tity as price is reduced” justifies the relationship bétween

the two variables of price and ‘quantity and is usually:

regarded- as aft important aspect of the law of demand.
respondent o, EEH, ARMK (FE t0)

Price is usually respondent to the demand, whereas de-

mand is responsive to the wishes of the people. -

Mark
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1. mark up ﬁw(n‘ﬁmﬁ. ity BRWKHE
All our stocks have been marked up.
2. W, W, RO il 2R NBE
In the dcpartment store, each garment is clearly
marked for size and price.
" 'The Gredt October Socialist Revolution marks the
béginding of a'Bév era in history.
" The' emergence of electronic computer and genetic
- ‘¢ngineeritig marks”a new stage of development in
natural science, . '
3. %, BF
The students marked down the main points of then'
reading ‘materials.
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