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General Secretary Jiang Zemin is very much
concerned with the economic development in Shaanxi
Province. He has visited the province many times.
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Geographical Location of Shaanxi in China

‘Yongle Town of Jingyang County, Shaanxi Province, is the
gecdebs datum of the People's Republic of China,
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GEOGRAPHY

Geographic Location

Shaanxi is called Shaan or Qin for short. It is located
at the junction of east and west China, spanning from
105 degrees 29 minutes to 111 degrees 15 minutes east
longitude and from 31 degrees 42 minutes to 39 degrees
35 minutes north latitude, The province has a total area
of 205,600 square km and a population of 35.13 million.
Yongle, a town in Jingyang County, is the geodetic datum
of the People's Republic of China.

Population

The number of people grew slowly in ancient
Shaanxi. According to the historical records, Shaanxi
had a population of 3.19 million in 2 AD, accounting for
5.3 percent of the country's total. From 742 to 1736, the
provinee's population fluctuated between 3 and 4 million,
It rose to over 12 million in 1854, about 1.9 percent of
the country’s total.

After the Opium War, Shaanxi had suffered natural
and man-made calamities. The population decreased to
& million in 1910, which dropped further to 6.5 million
in 1929 due to a severe drought. During the War of
Resistance Against Japan, many factories and refugees
in enemy-occupied or the Yellow River flooded areas
moved to this rear base. In 1949, the population reached
13.17 million. By the end of 1998, Shaanxi had a total
population of 35.96 million,

Landscape

Shaanxi has three distinct land forms: the northern

platean, the central plain and Qinling and Daba mountain

areas. It is located in three climatic zones: temperate,

warm and subtropical; and has two water systems: the
Yellow and Yangtze rivers.
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CULTURE

Ancient Civilization

In remote antiquity about 600,000 to 700,000 years

ago, Lantian ape men, ancestors of the Chinese nation,
lived in the upper reaches of the Bahe River in central
Shaanxi plain. They used old stone tools, lived and
multiplied in a constant battle with nature. About 30,000
to 40,000 years ago, primitive people in this area
gradually developed a clan society along the Weihe

River, engaging in farming and fishing.

About 5,000 to 6,000 years ago, the matrilineal
commune developed into a patriarchal commune. People
began to use wooden tools or stone sickle, which greatly
promoted development of agriculture, followed by
animal husbandry. A new social division of labor
appeared. Yandi and Huangdi were chiefs of two clan
tribes living along the Yellow and Weihe rivers. It was
these diligent, brave, intelligent and wise tribes who

started the ancient Chinese civilization.

Political Center

Beginning from the 11th century BC, 14 dynasties
including the Western Zhou, Qin, Western Han, Western
Jin, Former Zhao, Former Qin, Later Qin, Daxia, Western
Wei, Northern Zhou, Sui and Tang, established their
capital in Shaanxi. Peasant uprising armies such as Lulin,
Chimei, Huang Chao and Li Zicheng also set up regimes

here, Shaanxi had been a political center for 1,191 years

altogether.

After the Tang Dynasty (618-907), Shaanxi was no

longer the site of a capital city, but it remained an

important regional political center of western China. In
modern Chinese history, in particular, the Chinese
communists set up the Shaanxi-Gansu-Ningxia Border
Region Government in Yan'an and led the whole nation
through the War of Resistance Against Japan (1937-
1948) and the War of Liberation (1945-1949). Therefore,
it was called the "sacred place of the Chinese revolution”
and the "red capital”.
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A stele of the Western Han Dynasty (206 BC-24 AD):
The Huns under the horse hooves
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development in both theme and skill

i Lok 41 General Huo Qu-bing's Tomb

Ancient Culture

Shaanxi is the cradle of ancient Chinese culture. For
thousands of years, diligent and wise people on this old
land have made unique contributions to the formation
and prosperity of Chinese culture.

When the Zhou people made Zhouyuan their activity
center, written records appeared. Oracle and divination
words were inscribed on animal bones. During the
Western Zhou Dynasty, epigraphs were cast on bronze
ware and the bronze culture, centered at Feng and Gao,
spread to other parts of China. The earliest extant works
were created in the 300-year period of the Western Zhou
Dynasty, such as the Great Announcement collected in
The Book of History. Some works in The Book of Songs
came also from this period. In the Tang Dynasty, Chinese
classical poetry flourished. Great poets such as Li Bai,
Du Fu and Bai Juyi all left immortal pieces in Chang'an
(now Xi'an).

Foreign Exchanges

Shaanxi is among the first group of areas in China
open to the outside world, As early as in the Zhou
Dynasty (1 1th century BC), the then political centers of
Feng and Gao conducted exchanges with the far West.

The Legend of Emperor Mu recorded how Emperor
Mu crossed over the Kunlun Mountains and the Pamirs
and reached Central and West Asia. being warmly
received throughout his journey.

The Qin Dynasty had a great influence in the world.
Its capital Xianyang had exchange relations with South
Asian countries. In the 29th year of Qin Shi Huang (218
BC), 18 Indians came to Xianyang.

During the Han Dynasty, Chang'an engaged in
personnel and commercial exchanges by sea with Japan,
Korea, Viet Nam, Cambodia. Indonesia, Sri Lanka,
Thailand and Laos.

In 138 BC, Emperor Wu of the Han Dynasty twice
sent Zhang Qian to the Western Regions (the area wesl
of Yumenguan, including what is now Xinjiang and part
of Central Asia). Later, countries in this area also sent
representatives to Chang'an for formal exchanges. The
Han's magnificent silk was carried to Iran by way of Hexi
Corridor and Xinjiang. The route was later named the
"Silk Road", which traversed the whole Asia and
extended 7,000 km.

The Western Regions' fine horses, grapes, wal-
nuts, lima beans, pomegranates, lucerne and garlic
were imported into Changan (today's Xi'an), while
the Central Plain's advanced farming technology,
well-drilling techniques, ironware, lacquer work,
peach and pear spread into the West. Especially, an-
cient China's paper making technology, gunpowder,
iron-smelting technology and compass passed onto
Europe via Central and Southern Asia, which played
a role of catalyst in promoting the Renaissance in
Europe and the bourgeois revolution in Western coun-
tries.
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A dwelling place of Li Zicheng, leader of
the peasant uprising at the end of the
Ming Dynasty (1368-1644).
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Site of the Seventh National Congress of the CPC.
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" Today's Yan'an.

Revolutionary Traditions

Shaanxi has glorious revolutionary traditions.

The peasant uprising led by Li Zicheng thor-
oughly destroyed the decadent regime of the Ming
Dynasty (1368-1644), Uprisings of the Hui ethnic
people in Dali and Weinan areas heavily stroke against
the rule of the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911). In 1919,
students and personages of the cultural and art circles
in Shaanxi actively responded to the May 4th Move-
ment.

During the New Democratic Revolution period,
Shaanxi was one of the earliest revolutionary bases
founded by the Communist Party of China (CPC).

After the failure of the Great Revolution in 1927,
the CPC organized the Qingjian, Weihua and Xunyi
uprisings in Shaanxi. After 1930, Liu Zhidan and Xie
Zichang organized the Red Army troops in northern
Shaanxi and created revolutionary bases in the
Shaanxi-Gansu border areas and northern Shaanxi that
later became a foothold of the Chinese revolution.

In October 1935, the Central Red Army troops
arrived in northern Shaanxi after their famous Long
March. They, together with the 15th Army Group,
fought the Zhiluozhen Battle, thoroughly smashing
the Kuomintang's third siege of the northern Shaanxi
revolutionary base. The victory laid a foundation for
the CPC Central Committee to shift its revolutionary
focus to northwest China. In October 1936, the sec-
ond and fourth front armies of the Red Army arrived
in Shaanxi and Gansu borders and triumphantly joined
forces with the first front army of the Red Army and
the Northwest Red Army troops. This indicated the
ending of the Long March and the beginning of a new
era of the Chinese revolution. In the 13 years from
October 1936 to 1948, Yanan and the Shaanxi-Gansu-
Ningxia border areas became the headquarters of the
CPC Central Committee and the general rear base of
the Chinese people's struggle for liberation. The CPC
Central Committee tactically settled the Xi'an Inci-
dent and promoted the initial establishment of a na-
tional united front to oppose the Japanese aggressors.
In Luochuan, northern Shaanxi, the CPC Central Com-
mittee held an enlarged meeting of the Political Bu-
reau, which passed the 10 Programs for Fighting
Against Japan and Saving the Country, thus promot-
ing the all-round fight against Japan. In Yanan, the
CPC Central Committee launched the Great Produc-
tion Movement and the Rectification Campaign and
convened the Seventh National Party Congress, re-
sulting in unprecedented unity and consolidation of
the whole Party. Eventually, the Chinese people led
by the Party won the victory of the war against Japan,
defeated the Chiang Kai-shek clique that was against
Communism and the people, and founded the People's
Republic of China.
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Rape in full bloom in southern Shaanxi.
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Grassland in northern Shaanxi.

Central Shaanxi plain.

Forest protection area.

Natural Resources

Shaanxi is a richly endowed province. Its fertile
lands and various natural resources not only support
the lives of the Shaanxi people but also bring pros-
perity to them.

The province covers an area of 203,700 square
km, accounting for 2.1 percent of the nation's total.
Among it,

Cultivated land: 5.1 million hectares;

Vegetable farmland: 491,000 hectares;

Forestry: 9.41 million hectares;

Grazing land: 3.17 million hectares;

Lands used by residents, factories and mines:
681,000 hectares;

Land used by traffic: 140,000 hectares;

Water area: 400,000 hectares; and

Uncultivated land: 1.16 million hectares, of
which 745,000 hectares are wasteland, accourting for
64 precent of the fofal, and sandy land (129,000

heatares) makes up 11 percent.
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Shaanxi's specialty: Big

8 red dates,
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A tea plantation in
Ankang Prefect

Flora

The three climatic zones and three landforms
give Shaanxi various ecological conditions, and a wide
variety of species. There are more than 3,100 species
of wild seed plant. Forest covers 34.5 percent of the
province.

The province's special economic forests, eco-
nomic crops, and rare plants such as sea buckthorn
and raw lacquer, occupy important positions in the
nation, or have important value for study. For instance,
raw lacquer is called the "King of Coating," and
Shaanxi's raw lacquer is the nation’s first in both quan-
tity and quality.

The province has nearly 800 species of medici-
nal herbs. Among them, the tuber of elevated
gastrodia, bark of eucommia, bitter apricot kernel and
licorice root have important national positions. More
than 27 species of medicinal herbs are artificially cul-
tivated in the province.

The province has more than 60 species of culti-
vated plants, including cereal crops (such as wheat,
rice and corn), legume and potatoes, Its economic
crops include cotton, rapeseed, tobaceo leaf, beetroot,
mulberry. apple, pomegranate and hot pepper.

There are 37 species of precious and rare plants
under the State protection in the province, including
katsura tree, asterophyllites, smooth-leaved dove tree,
bacury, eucommia ulmoides, single-blade grass and
Tetrcentraceae, The single-leaf grass has important
value for scientific studies in the systematic evolu-
tion and ancient geology and climate.
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Haw, a specialty in northern Shaanxi.



