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CHAPTER ONE

YOUNG ELIZABETH
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1. Young Elizabeth

wenty-year-old Elizabeth listened to men she had known all her

life tell her they had orders to imprison her in the Tower of London.
The orders came from Elizabeth’s half sister, Mary Tudor, queen of
England. The queen wanted to shut her sister away in the Tower. The
Tower was where Elizabeth’s mother, Anne Boleyn, had been locked up
before being beheaded. The Tower was where countless criminals and
political victims spent their last days.

Elizabeth was accused of being a traitor!!! who plotted to kill her
sister, the queen. A nobleman named Sir Thomas Wyatt had organized a
rebellion' to kill Mary and-then crown Elizabeth. Elizabeth swore she
knew nothing of Wyatt’s rebellion. Her only hope to avoid imprison-
ment was to appeal directly to her older sister. Elizabeth begged the
courtiers who came to take her to the Tower to let her see Mary. They
refused. She pleaded® with them to let her write a letter. The courtiers
agreed to this request and fetched her ink, pen, and paper.

Elizabeth began writing a letter she hoped would save her life. Her
fear runs through the letter in awkward phrases and omitted words. Her
normally elegant handwriting is scrawled!“. Slowly, she filled one whole
page and part of a second sheet. When she finished writing, she slashed
long lines through the rest of the page. She did not want anyone to add
anything to her letter that would anger Mary.

In her letter, Elizabeth begged for mercy'): “I humbly crave to speak
with your Highness...I humbly crave but only one word of
answer from yourself.” :

Mary never answered, and the next morning,
Palm Sunday'®, March 17, 1554, the courtiers
came once again to take Elizabeth to the Tower.
In a bitter cold rain, they traveled by boat along
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4 8 4 1. Young Elizabeth

the Thames River and entered the massive stone and brick fortress!".

Stepping out of the boat, Elizabeth sat down on the damp stone
steps leading into the Tower and refused to go on. “Oh Lord!” she cried,
“I'never thought to come here as a prisoner!” The courtiers escorting?
Elizabeth finally persuaded her to rise. She walked on toward the cold
and drafty"” rooms—her new home.

Elizabeth was allowed to keep a few of her favorite ladies and ser-
vants with her. She stayed in the Queen’s Rooms, a corner section of the
Tower where her mother had stayed before her execution. To while away!*!
the tedious” hours, Elizabeth, the Tower’s most famous prisoner, was
allowed to walk along the brick and stone battlements!®. She also did
needlepoint and embroidered a book cover with a Latin phrase that
translates, “Tenacious!” virtue overcomes all—Elizabeth the Prisoner.”

Each morning the princess awoke not knowing if she would live.
Royal prisoners sentenced to death were usually beheaded. Elizabeth
didn’t want an executioner to cut off her head with an ax. Axes were
used for executing commoners. She requested a sword from France, just
like the kind used to behead her mother.

Finally, on the anniversary of her mother’s execution, May 19, 1554,
Elizabeth was told to leave her rooms. She thought she was being led to
her death. Instead, she was leaving the Tower. Her sister, the queen, had
released her. Elizabeth was not free; she would still be under house arrest.
But she had survived the Tower.

All her life, Elizabeth never forgot being locked in the Tower of
London. Years later, she still thanked God “for pulling me
from the prison to the palace.”

“Boys Will Follow”
Elizabeth’s story began before she was born.
It started with her father, King Henry VHI of the
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house of Tudor, who was desperate!! for a son. By 1525 King Henry had
been married for sixteen years to Catherine of Aragon, yet they had only
one child who survived infancy'?. Princess Mary was born in 1516, but
Henry, like most English people, believed women were not able to lead
a country. He wanted a son to follow him as king and feared Catherine
would never produce a healthy boy.

Henry found a woman he wanted to be his new wife, if he could
get rid of Catherine. Most people in Europe were Catholic™, and di-
vorce was against church law. Since the pope, the head of the Catholic
Church, refused to annul'¥ the marriage, the king decided to form his
own Church of England. It took years for Henry to establish the En-
glish church, but in 1533 Henry annulled his marriage to Queen
Catherine and married a young woman with flashing black eyes named
Anne Boleyn.

By the time Henry and Anne were officially married in May 1533,
Anne was six months pregnant. The physicians and fortune-tellers as-
sured the king the baby was a boy. Henry couldn’t decide whether to
name his heir-to-be Edward or Henry, and court scribes"”! had already
written the formal letters announcing the birth of a prince.

Then, on September 7, 1533, Anne Boleyn gave birth to a girl.
Scribes quickly changed the letters. Henry canceled the joust'® sched-
uled to celebrate the baby’s birth. The king cursed the midwives!”! and
physicians at the birth and told Anne simply, “By God’s grace, boys will
follow.” The king was too disappointed to attend his daughter’s chris-
tening'®), but he named the baby in honor of his beautiful, in-
telligent mother: Elizabeth.

A Loved—and Hated—Princess
Baby Elizabeth was treated like the princess
she was. She had two cradles—one decorated in
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crimson!'!silk and covered with a fur blanket, the other made of carved
wood painted gold. Anne Boleyn gave her daughter clothes made of
damask'* and satin'®, and caps embroidered with gold.

Many people hated Anne Boleyn and her baby. Most Europeans did
not approve of divorce. People in Spain, Catherine’s home, were
outraged' at the way Henry had pushed her aside. Even many English
people called Anne Boleyn the Great Whore and baby Elizabeth the Little
Whore. They blamed Anne for wrecking!s! Henry and Catherine’s
marriage. Henry had ordered the heralds!® who announced Elizabeth’s
birth also to announce that Catherine’s daughter, seventeen-year-old
Mary, was no longer a princess. She could not succeed” Henry to the
throne. Princess Elizabeth could become queen if Henry died, but Henry
still wanted a son.

Henry soon grew tired of Anne, and after Catherine died, Henry felt
he could dispose!® of his second wife as well. Anne was charged with
treason'” and adultery. She was accused of having had love affairs with
other men and having plotted to kill Henry. She was sentenced to death,
and on May 19, 1536, Anne Boleyn was beheaded.

Elizabeth was two years and eight months old when her mother was
executed. Hundreds, perhaps thousands, of people watched the royal
beheading, but Elizabeth was miles away. As was the custom in royal
families, she had been living with her own household of servants for
most of her young life. Still, the toddler!!”’ soon realized her world had
changed dramatically.

When Anne Boleyn was beheaded, Elizabeth
lost her title. She was no longer in line to succeed
the king. Henry had annulled his marriage to Anne,
saying an earlier love affair he had had with Anne’s
sister invalidated!'! their legal marriage. That
meant Elizabeth was no longer a legal heir. Henry
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declared her a bastard—a child born outside of marriage. But Elizabeth
still was the king’s daughter. More than two dozen servants cared for
her. Henry wanted his daughter to be surrounded by “ancient!!! and sad
persons” to make sure she would grow up serious. He did not want her
to be spirited and joyful like her mother.

Another Wife for Henry

Within days of Anne’s death, Henry married for the third time. This
wife, Jane Seymour, soon gave Henry the son he desired. But Jane died
within two weeks of giving birth to a prince, Edward, in 1537. Edward
was Henry’s hope for the future. Elizabeth was all but forgotten, staying
mostly at Hatfield, her royal home, twenty miles north of London. Like
other upper-class and royal girls, Elizabeth spent many hours practicing
needlework. By the time she was six, she had already stitched' her two-
year-old brother a shirt. She likely had learned to read and write by that
age as well and was just beginning to study Latin.

While Elizabeth studied and sewed, Henry was ready for the altar'*!
again. He married his fourth wife, Anne of Cleves, in 1540. She was a
foreign princess and didn’t please the aging king, so that same year he
annulled the marriage and wedded yet again. Henry’s fifth wife, Katherine
Howard, was a cousin of Anne Boleyn. Less than two years later, Henry
had this young wife beheaded, too. Elizabeth was eight years old when
Katherine Howard died in 1542. Later that year, Elizabeth told her friend
Robert Dudley that she would never marry. No one knows how she felt
about her father’s many marriages, but chances are they sent
a strong message about how dangerous marriage
could be for a woman.

In 1543 Henry married a wealthy widow
named Katherine Parr. She was his sixth wife, and
his fourth wife in seven years. Henry was getting

1 H138V2173 N33ND
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